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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

HEY MARLA, DO DOES ANY
THE DISPLAY ANY TRASH CARDBOARD
WINDOWS NEED NEED TO NEED TO BE
CLEANING? GO OUT? BROKEN COOPER,

ARE YOU
LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING

NO, VAL
DID THEM
YESTERDAY.
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YES, BUT SPECIFICALLY
SOMETHING THAT TAKES A
SUBJECTIVE AMOUNT OF
TIME AND WOULD REQUIRE
LEAVING THE STORE.

e DBy BIDE S, Comy

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

YOURE AWFULLY QUIET, L1Z.

| CAN'T BELIEVE M
LEAVING MTIGWAKI|
FOR GOOD.

ITS NOT FOR GOOD.— AT
LEAST...\ITS NOFEEGOOD/

Me!
WELL WIORK
THINGS OUT, PAUL.

| HONESILY BELIEVE THAT WE
MET FOR A REASON — AND

IF WE WERE MEANT 0 BE
TOGETHER, WE WILL BE!

yov PUT A LOT OF
TRULST IN FATE!

By Universal Press Syndicate

roductions Inc. 1

DO YOUR
SHOPPING
ON YOUR
OWN TIME
COOPER

L temon 2o

.| PUT A LOT OF
TROUST IN FAITH

SHE ALWAYS X
WANTED TO LIVE
ON THE WATER

T WIsH HELGA WAS HERE
TO SHARE THIS WITH

4290020

Busy

PONIES3) SIUOU PUOM “2U1 “SIBOIPUAS SeinE

MR.ARBUCKLE IT SOUNDS \ |t HELLO, MR.
AND HIS CAT LIKE A : AR-

ARE IN ROOM CHICKEN

TWO, PR.WILSON

IN THERE
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...AND THEIR EYES
MET ACROSS A

STAINLESS STEEL
EXAMINING TABLE

=1/ ANVONE
1 | _-n<e/ WANNA COME

b
|

I'M GOING TO PICK UP
THE Piz28 hoW
o | WITH ME?

]
—

www.Blondie.com

DID YOU KNOW THERE
ARE 350,000 SPECIES
OF BEETLES IN THE

WORLD?

WHY AM I STUCK
WITH THE ONLY
ONE I'M ALLERGIC
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HIMOM. HON=
ITGOINGT

THADTHE

IN THAT CAGE, LET ME
MOST INTERESTING REPHRAGE THE QUESTION

HONS [T GOING, RELATIVE
TO AN(THING T MIGHT
CARE PENT
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% (00D MEETING, PEOPLE. =

SAME TIME
TOMORROW=Z

MAN, IF THEY CAN
HIT IT BIG, JUST
IMAGINE HOW
HUGE "NEW DELHI
MONKEY GANG"
WILL BE! _

[YOU SEE THIS2Z SOME CANADIAN PRETEEN
BAND CALLED "4 EVAH AND EVA" JUST 4=

; BUT WE HAVEN'T WRITTEN ANY
SONGS YET.
WAS A NINJA WHO HAD

FINE, I'LL START-"THERE
HIS DOUBTS..."

Stay-at-home moms have hefty salaries

DEAR ABBY: I need your help
with something. My 16-year-old
grandson seems to think that all his
mother doesis stay athome. He con-
veniently “forgets” that she is a
housekeeper, gardener, cook, tea-
cher, nurse, driver and mediator.
Could you please printabreakdown
of what a stay-at-home wife should
be paid? I would love to have a list
so I can pass the “bill” on to him.

— VIVIAN IN COLONIAL
BEACH, VA.

DEAR VIVIAN: According to
the Census Bureau figures for
2004 — which are the most recent
— there are 36.7 million mothers
of minor children in the United
States. About one-third of them,
10.8 million, are stay-at-home
moms.

According to an article penned
by Al Neuharth, the founder of
USA Today, in its May 11, 2006,
edition, “Salary.com compensa-
tion experts estimate that stay-at-
home moms work an average of
91.6 hours a week.” That’s more
than double the number of hours
the average office worker putsin.
He went on tosay, ‘“Thatshould be
worth $134,121 annually.”

He quoted the compensation
analysts as figuring the lowest-
paying parts of amother’s job are
“housekeeper, laundry machine
operator and janitor. Higher-pay-
ing categories include computer
operator, facilities manager, psy-
chologistand CEO.” With a 91.6-
hour work week, 52 weeks a year,
it works out to be $28.16 an hour.

Itshould go without saying that
amother’sloveis priceless, so tell
thatgrandson of yours that $28.16
an hour is a real bargain.

DEARABBY: Yesterday, afriend
stayed over at my house. When it
was time for her to leave, I went to

Bridge

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
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The bidding:
South West North East
Pass 1 & Pass 3 &
3@ Pass Pass 3 NT
Pass Pass 4 & Pass
Pass Dble

Opening lead — king of clubs.

Famous Hand

put something in her bag and found
aton of MY stuff in there!

She made up a lame excuse that
“someone else” must have put it in
herbag. I knew she was lying, and I
told her whoever put it there had
better speak up and I wouldn’t be
mad ifthey confessed — butshe still
denied it.

How do I confront her and still
keep our friendship?

— CONFUSED IN GREAT
FALLS, MONT.

DEAR CONFUSED: You have
already “confronted” her, and it
only led to morelies. Now it’s time
to recognize that the girl you
thought was your friend is a per-
son who may have some severe
emotional problems. Under the
circumstances, it’s time to re-
evaluate your relationship, be-
cause ’'mnot sure you should con-
sider her a friend any longer.

P.S. And always keep a watch-
ful eye on your ““stuff”’ when she’s
in the vicinity!

DEAR ABBY: The granddaugh-
ter of aclose friend of mine canceled
her wedding plans, for justifiable
reasons. No invitations had been
sent, so there were no wedding gifts
to return, as I know is proper.

Aboutnine months ago, my friend
had anelegantengagement celebra-
tion for her granddaughter and the
then-fiance, and although it was just
supposed to be a great party for all
of us who love this girl and her

grandmother, everyone gave gifts,

: . either monetary ones or items from
Ablgall abridal registry.

Van Buren The guy made off with all the

money and the gifts. There is no le-

PY gal way the girl can getthem, and yet

Dear her grandmother and, I guess, the

Abby girl herself feel thateverything from

thatengagement celebration should
be returned to us. So they are trying
to do it themselves.

I, for one, told them to forget it,
because there was a party and there
was anengagement, but some of our
mutual friends said that they should,
in one way or another, repay those
who gave. Is it necessary to return
gifts, or is it just adding another
financial burden to an already
strapped girl — as well as alot more
grief in trying to come up with re-
placements for things long gone?

— NONAME, PLEASE

DEARNONAME: The “rule of
thumb”’ is that gifts that have not
been opened and/or used should
be returned. However, because
the gifts were, in essence, stolen
from your friend’s granddaugh-
ter, she is not obligated to replace
them or the money.

Thisis a time for understanding
on the part of your mutual
“friends,” not petty grousing.
Rather than subjecting herself to
this kind of stress, the grand-
daughter should thank her higher
power that she didn’t marry that
scoundrel. (She dodged areal bul-
let!) Her time would be better
spent getting over this trauma,
rather than paying off the people
who attended the party.

Editor s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at www.-
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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The scene was the 1979 World Team Champi-
onship in Rio de Janeiro, and the contestants in

the final round — as had happened so many times dodge?”
before — were ltaly and the United States. The
U.S. won the match by a very slender margin (253
International Match Points to 248), and this is one crossword
of the deals t_hat contribut_ed t_o the American vic-  AcRross 37 Neces- 57 Back 17 “Do the
tory. The ltalian South (Giorgio Belladonna, play- 1 gajiors, sary talk Right
ing with Vito Pittala) wound up at four diamonds slangily 39 Roulette Thing”
doubled as shown. West (Billy Eisenberg, play- 5 Computer bet DOWN director
ing with Edwin Kantar) led the king of clubs and acronym 41 Airfrom 1 Reactin 19 Family
shifted to the K-Q and another heart. East took 8 African a pair horror member
the ace and returned a club to partner’s ace, and 12 ?g:jgr': 42 Ef\f/:irr]ing 2 \'/-var‘i; up 22 ﬁor‘:]ircekd
Belladonna ruffed the next club lead. . ) .
Declarer now led the spade nine to the queen 13 Alta.r affir- 45 Proof of 3 Fu.ture 24 Billboards
mative who you tulip 25 Jazz
and played alow trump from dummy. Kantar went 44 poiriot sayyou 4 Subordi- style
up with the ace and returned a fourth round of Nathan are nate 26 “Desper-
clubs, thereby creating a trump trick for Eisenberg 15 Missile 49 Swan- team ate
to put the contract down four — 700 points (800 shelter son’s fare member House-
in today’s scoring). 16 Music 51 Lone 5 Despot wives”
This should have resulted in only a small loss room Ranger's 6 Peculiar cast
for Italy — Kantar would have scored 600 or 630 18 j‘gﬁfﬂsratus ;C;i'?d)’- 7 f':rg;r;:er o7 ggtmber
points at three notrump — but the ltalian East- Pt : .
West pair at the second table made only a 20Y109’ eg. 52 Favorable 8 Patio 29 Anger
g oung votes furniture, 30 Young
partscore when the bidding went: cow 53 “_ Got a maybe man
South West  North  East 21U.S.-- Secret” 9 Pollinosis 33 Colored
Pass 1[S]  Pass INT owned 54 Paradise 10 Sheltered 36 Shade
Dble Pass 2[C] Dble Pacific 55 Sea 11 Author of
2 [D] Pass Pass 2[S] island eagle Earl — 39-Across
West’s opening one-spade bid with such a terri- 23 Language 56 Old man Biggers 38 Yearnings
bly weak suit — shocking by American standards ~_  Suffix Solution time: 24 mins. 30 Lair
— was an integral part of the ltalian bidding sys- 24 In — (not 42 Eyelid
tem. On this occasion, though, it caused themto ¢ tgere), EY woe
. atan’s 43 Finished
miss a_g_ood thr(_ee-n_otrum_p contract. _ specialty E 44 Okla-
West finished with eight tricks to score 110 points, 31 Homer’s homa city
but Italy suffered a net loss of 590 points on the interjec- 46 Verdi
deal. This cost them 11 IMPs, which was more tion opera
than the margin by which the U.S. won the cham- 32 Liberty’s 47 Deli
pionship. handful loaves
34 Historic 48 Dresses
: time in
cryptoqulp 35 Detail, for 50 Zsa Zsa’s
short sister
LW SINUPL JYPY UJUPEYE 5 [0 |11
12
WSP WUPL-KRYLYE WZTLI L
18

SBTX, LZFRK SBY NUKYFSPX

VY VYIK KPUNKSP!

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A CERTAIN
ISSUE IS HOTLY CONTESTED, I PRESUME THAT
WOULD CREATE A TOPICAL STORM,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals E

“He’s a Dodger, so why didn’t he
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