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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

WHOA, HOLD
ON! WHAT ARE

YOU GUYS
DOING?Z

WHAT'S THE
MONEY FOR?

WE'RE JUST
PLAYING A LITTLE
CRIBBAGE ON OUR

THE SNACK
MACHINE.

ist. by King Features Syndicate, In

lormian Feuti,

OH, RIGHT.
WELL, BE SURE
YOU PUNCH BACK
IN ON TIME.

SEE, I TOLD YOU
IT WOULD WORK.
ANYWAY, T CALL.
I HAVE TWO

\/ You Toucuep

j jl (SToP ToUCING ME!
| L

7

For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

SO YOUR PARENTS LIVE IN WHITE ) WHAT MADE YoU DECIDE 1O
RINERIWHAT DOES YoUR FATHER) BECOME A POLICE oﬁflazz?
o

PO7 y =21 Me ABoUT YoOuR
MOTHER. DOES SHE HAVE

WHAT MUSIC

DO YoL HAVE ANY
BROTHERS ANDP
SISTERST WHAT

7-5 www.fborfw.com

YOU'RE LOOKING
LOVELY TODPAY,
DOCTOR

NICE OF
YOU TO
SAY 50

AND THIS 1S5 A

W garfield.com
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LOVELY PICTURE...
IT REALLY SPEAKS
TO ME

WHAT Do yoU THINKOF THE
CURRENT POL\TICAL SATUATIONT

Al
Po TEST - ELVZABETH GONNA

0L THINK THE LA GET MARRIED 2!

GAS PRICES ARE JUSTI

Or WELL... AT LEAST,
THEY'RE T

IT'S A PIAGRAM OF A
CAT'S PIGESTIVE TRACT

AND ITS

G-L S5\ Wall

WHAT DO You
CALL THIS
STUFF?

THE CREW HAS A NAME
ME NOT TO USE THOSE

THATS FROBABLY AS GOOD A

FOR IT, BUT MOM TAUGHT | | REASON AS ANY TO THROW IT

OVERBOARP

©0

Blondie ® Chic Young

IN THE SHOP I'M THINKING ABOUT
OPENING, [ NEED A

THAT I'LL BE
FAMOUS FOR _

I ODON'T
KNOW WHAT
TO CALL IT

served

Syndicate, Inc. World Rights re:

I JUST DION'T 4
WANT TO SAV IT
MYSELF *

I GUESS YOU COULD CALL IT
>k/5_‘/DAGWOOO SANDWICH
THANK YOU, DEAR \\@> ,?@T?

LIFE, SIR

WUWW.MORTWALKER.COM

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker
DID YOU HAVE A IT'e NOT WHAT I DID HEY! I DIDN'T HOWEVER, I'D
NICE TIME LAST PROPER TO 1S NONE ASK WHAT YOU LOVE TO léNOW
NIGHT, MISS PRY INTOMY OF YOUR PID, T JusT WHAT SHE DID
BUXLEY2 PERSONAL BUSINESS ASKED IF IT

WAS NICE!

©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

V Wooecne <&
T'M NEVER SPECIFIC

[ WHAT ARE
YOU DOING2

Cryptoquip
MERYMMEZNWB HBHCKKL

KUQN DKCBREY BHWPNUFB.
RMNL'WN QNWL TEBDUBNT

RU PEQEFP SUKZB KESRB.
Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF OSCARS WERE

AWARDED FOR FARM-THEMED FILMS ONLY,

MIGHT ONE CATEGORY BE BEST TRACTOR?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals R

OF COURSE

AMANDA BYNES.
I'M EVAN RACHEL

NOT! BUT
I60T US
COVERED.
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LN ETQ'ZP IFZLHHPS IT
RPP RTKPTYP LY ETQZ
NVKLHE, L'S RVE IFVI'R

ZPHVILTY PHVILTY.
Yesterday's ~ Cryptoquip: ~ HITCHHIKERS

USUALLY LOVE PLASTIC SURGEONS. THEY'RE

VERY DISPOSED TO GIVING FOLKS LIFTS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; T equals T

Crossword
ACROSS 36 Intimi- 2 Volcanic 22 Choke
1 Foundry date, with outpour- 23 “—
refuse “out” ing Doubtfire”
5 Omega 38 Past 3 Ice- 24 Black
preceder 39 Upper skating cuckoo
8 Work- limit leap 25 Blue

bench 40 Flooded 4 — biloba 26 Director
attach- 43 Easy- 5 Type Wenders
ment chair part measures 27 Unfriendly

12 Go down 47 Motorist's 6 Dispatch 28 Pal of
the break site 7 Sort Snow
runway 49 Notion 8 “Wheel of White

13 Unhealthy 50 Geneal- Fortune” 29 Ordinal

14 Exam ogy chart merchan- suffix
format 51 Scrap dise? 31 Compan-

15 Needing 52 Bivouac 9 Boxer jon,

a tie- structure Barkley briefly
breaker 53 Calendar 10 Post- 34 Time

16 One- quota Christmas  foran
sided 54 “A female event eqgg
contest deer’ 11 B.P.O.E. roll?

18 Passage 55 Make — mem- 35 Eastern
for pedes- meet bers potentate
trians 17 Online 36 Shriver of

20 Elaine's DOWN auction tennis
last name 1 Leftovers site 37 EIf
on recipe 19 Pale 39 Box
“Seinfeld”  golution time: 21 mins. 40 Bohemian

21 Petrol aToTs 41 Existed

22 Woman  [a[s[u 42 On the

23 Burrrole [s]i]L briny

26 Fall by PT|B 43 Plane-
the — oS related

30 Geneti- ol 44 Jeannie’s
cist’s abbr. [STp[E por-

31 Enormous [IllR] trayer

32 Barracks |[8]9]! 45 Fax
bed P 46 Makes

33 Revolver, [ETRTN lace
e.g. 48 Scepter

2 9

10

11

ACROSS 25 Coastal 41 Golfer 9 Band-

1 Beetle bird Ernie leader
Bailey’s 26 Hens’ Cugat
sack hangout DOWN 10 Mimic

4 “— 27 Obey 1 Unusual 12 Text
Miniver” the item mea-

7 Roses, coxswain 2 Valhalla sures
earlier 28 Appor- VIP 14 Green

8 — Falls, tion 3 Danger- acres?
S.D. 30 Big ous flies 15 Allow

10 Eagle’s fuss 4 Capital 19 Compete
nest 33 Protector of 20 Chart

11 Open 36 They Belarus 21 Cluster
a end 5 Boister- 22 Not
package “Q.E.D.” ous alert

13 Type- 37 Tied 6 Fool- 23 Continue
setting 38 Mongol proof 24 Famous
appren- tents 7 Titanic 25 Work
tice 39 Dregs downfall?  unit

16 Id 40 Em 8 Menac- 26 Elegance
counter- halves ing 28 Decorate
part 29 Raises

17 Smooth o . 30 Malarial

Solution time: 21 mins.

to the Symp-
touch toms

18 Lemieux 31 Hide-
milieu aways

19 Quite 321n

20 Vegan’s need of
no-no repair

21 Costume 34 Libertine

23 Growls 35 Yuletide

refrain

Yesterday’s answer 7-5

4 |5

©2006 Bil Keane, Inc.
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www.familycircus.com

“Happy forfa-July! It’s almost dark
enough for the fireworks!”

Bridge

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
dKIJTS5
¥ A
®*AQR8S3
Q1094
WEST EAST
“®» 9o » Q104
¥Jj8742 YOQ 106 3
® 1096 *KIS52
P+dAKT72 *f 83
SOUTH
® ARO632
YK 95
® 7 4
] o5
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 o Pass
3 Pass 4 &
Opening lead — king of clubs.
Sorry, Wrong Number

Signaling is the most usual method by which defenders
communicate with each other during the play. Correctly
transmitted, the messages conveyed help the defenders
decide when to stop, start or continue playing a suit.

Signals are not given automatically, however. Instead,
a defender should first assess all the pertinent aspects of
a deal before deciding which strategy offers the best
chance of attaining the desired goal — defeat of the con-
tract.

Consider this case, for example. West led the club king
and, after receiving the encouraging eight from partner,
continued with the ace and another club. East ruffed, but
that was the end of the line for the defense. Declarer won
East’s heart return, drew trumps and discarded his dia-
mond loser on the club queen to finish with 10 tricks.

East’s defense left something to be desired. He should
not have signaled for a club continuation by playing the
eight at trick one, even though one usually does that to
indicate a doubleton. He should have realized that it was
more important to suggest a diamond shift than to get a
clubruffsince he already had a guaranteed trump trick that
did not require a club ruff to ensure it.

Easttherefore should have played the club three at trick
onetodiscourage partner from continuing the suit. Forced
to direct his attention elsewhere, West presumably would
have found the killing diamond shift, since that was the only
suit that offered any real hope of defeating the contract.

South could not have prevailed against this defense.
Whether he elected to finesse the queen of diamonds or
not, the defenders sooner or later would have scored four
tricks — two clubs, a diamond and a trump — before de-
clarer could come to 10.

Tomorrow: The best-laid plans may go awry.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
@® A 6 4
YK 9O
€ KJ1053
*7 64
WEST EAST
®»J108 Q9532
¥J75 YOQ10642
¢ 8 ® 74
K J10532 O
SOUTH
@S K 7
YASS3
*AQ962
A QS8
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 3 & Pass
R 4

Opening lead — jack of spades.

The Best-Laid Plans May Go Awry

Declarer should not be satisfied with adopting a
promising line of play when there might be a better
approach available. Any move that increases his
chances of making the contract without risking it is a
step in the right direction.

Take this case where West led a spade against six
diamonds. South could see at once that his only po-
tential losers were two clubs. But rather than pin his
hopes solely on a successful finesse — an even-money
shot — South resolved to augment his chances by
attempting an endplay.

Accordingly, he took the spade with the king, drew
trumps, cashed the ace of spades and ruffed a spade.
He then played the K-A of hearts and ruffed the eight
in dummy.

This series of plays eliminated all the spades and
hearts from the North-South hands. With the lead now
in dummy, the plan was to lead a club and, if East
followed low, insert the eight. This would assure the
slam regardless of where the king was located, since
with West on lead any return was certain to hand South
the rest of the tricks.

But even the best-laid plans have been known to
go awry, and East upset the apple cart when he pro-
duced the nine on the first club.

However, declarer had one more string to his bow.
There was no need to finesse at the moment, he rea-
soned, since the club finesse was still available if it
became necessary.

He therefore ducked the nine — on the off chance
that it might be a singleton — and it was this final flour-
ish that did his opponents in. It did not matter whether
East or West won the trick; either way the slam was in
the bag.

Tomorrow: The battle for survival.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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NS Vol

“This tree is really cool.

It’s user-friendly!”



