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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

The Best-Laid Plans May Go Awry
    Declarer should not be satisfied with adopting a
promising line of play when there might be a better
approach available. Any move that increases his
chances of making the contract without risking it is a
step in the right direction.
    Take this case where West led a spade against six
diamonds. South could see at once that his only po-
tential losers were two clubs. But rather than pin his
hopes solely on a successful finesse — an even-money
shot — South resolved to augment his chances by
attempting an endplay.
    Accordingly, he took the spade with the king, drew
trumps, cashed the ace of spades and ruffed a spade.
He then played the K-A of hearts and ruffed the eight
in dummy.
   This series of plays eliminated all the spades and
hearts from the North-South hands. With the lead now
in dummy, the plan was to lead a club and, if East
followed low, insert the eight. This would assure the
slam regardless of where the king was located, since
with West on lead any return was certain to hand South
the rest of the tricks.
    But even the best-laid plans have been known to
go awry, and East upset the apple cart when he pro-
duced the nine on the first club.
    However, declarer had one more string to his bow.
There was no need to finesse at the moment, he rea-
soned, since the club finesse was still available if it
became necessary.
    He therefore ducked the nine — on the off chance
that it might be a singleton — and it was this final flour-
ish that did his opponents in. It did not matter whether
East or West won the trick; either way the slam was in
the bag.

   Tomorrow: The battle for survival.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

  Sorry, Wrong Number
Signaling is the most usual method by which defenders

communicate with each other during the play. Correctly
transmitted, the messages conveyed help the defenders
decide when to stop, start or continue playing a suit.

 Signals are not given automatically, however. Instead,
a defender should first assess all the pertinent aspects of
a deal before deciding which strategy offers the best
chance of attaining the desired goal — defeat of the con-
tract.

Consider this case, for example. West led the club king
and, after receiving the encouraging eight from partner,
continued with the ace and another club. East ruffed, but
that was the end of the line for the defense. Declarer won
East’s heart return, drew trumps and discarded his dia-
mond loser on the club queen to finish with 10 tricks.

  East’s defense left something to be desired. He should
not have signaled for a club continuation by playing the
eight at trick one, even though one usually does that to
indicate a doubleton. He should have realized that it was
more important to suggest a diamond shift than to get a
club ruff since he already had a guaranteed trump trick that
did not require a club ruff to ensure it.

East therefore should have played the club three at trick
one to discourage partner from continuing the suit. Forced
to direct his attention elsewhere, West presumably would
have found the killing diamond shift, since that was the only
suit that offered any real hope of defeating the contract.

South could not have prevailed against this defense.
Whether he elected to finesse the queen of diamonds or
not, the defenders sooner or later would have scored four
tricks — two clubs, a diamond and a trump — before de-
clarer could come to 10.

   Tomorrow: The best-laid plans may go awry.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.


