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CrosswordRetail • Norm Feuti (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip
Family Circus • Bill Keane

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

 1. You are declarer with the West hand at Four
Spades, and North leads the queen of diamonds.
How would you play the hand?

WEST
[S] A K J 7 3
[H] 8 4 2
[D] 8 5
[C] A K 9
EAST
[S] Q 10 8 6 2
[H] A Q 10 5
[D] K 3
[C] 7 4

   2. You are declarer with the West hand at
Three Notrump, and North leads the seven of hearts.
How would you play the hand?

WEST
[S] A J 9 6
[H] J 9 3
[D] A 9 7
[C] A K 8
EAST
[S] Q 10 5
[H] A 6 4
[D] K 5 4 3
[C] Q 9 2

   * * *
1. Superficially, it might seem to make no differ-

ence whether you cover the diamond with the king
or not. But to make sure of the contract, it is better to
duck the queen.

 It is certainly reasonable to assume that South has
the ace, and once this is granted, the contract is cold
if you let North’s queen hold. The objection to the king
play is that South will win with the ace and return a
diamond, permitting North to shift to a heart. If it then
turns out that South has both the king and the jack
of hearts, you will eventually lose two hearts and two
diamonds and go down one.

  But if you duck the diamond, you are safe against
any attack. If North continues the suit, you win any
return by South, play the A-K of clubs and ruff a club
in dummy, draw trumps, then lead a heart to the ten.
Even if South wins with the jack, you score the rest
of the tricks against any return.

If North shifts to a heart at trick two, you rise with
the ace, draw trumps, play A-K and ruff a club, then
lead the king of diamonds. South wins with the ace,
but whatever he returns you are home. Your only
losers are two diamonds and a heart.

2. The only threat to the contract is if North has the
king of spades and more than four hearts, since with
any other distribution, you can’t lose more than four
tricks after trying the spade finesse. You start by as-
suming that North’s seven is his fourth-best heart,
which means he may have led from either K-Q-8-7-
x, K-10-8-7-x or Q-10-8-7-x. (With K-Q-10-7-x, he
presumably would have led the king.)

 The best way of dealing with these three possi-
bilities is to go up with the ace at trick one. This ap-
proach fails in the first case, but succeeds in the next
two cases (even if the spade finesse loses) by block-
ing the defenders’ hearts whenever South started
with the K-x or Q-x. Ducking the opening heart lead
in these two cases allows South to win and return a
heart, unblocking the suit and defeating the contract
if North has the king of spades.

 You Can Get There From Here
  It isn’t easy to make six spades on this deal,

but it can be done and, in fact, was done when Dick
Cummings, Australian star, played the hand.

 He won the heart lead with the ace, played a
club to the ace, ruffed a club, played a trump to
the ace and ruffed another club. All these seem-
ingly aimless measures set the stage for the win-
ning end position later on.

After cashing the king of trumps and catching
East’s queen, Cummings played the jack of
trumps to produce this six-card position:

North
[H] K 9 4
[D] A 6
[C] 9
West
[H] J 10 7
[D] Q 4
[C] Q
East
[H] 8 5
[D] K 10 7 5
South
[S] 10 9
[H] 2
[D] J 9 8

   When Cummings continued with the ten
of spades, West had a difficult problem. He
couldn’t spare a club, which would make dummy’s
nine a trick, so he had to discard a heart or a dia-
mond.

 Recognizing that a heart discard would allow
declarer to play a heart to the king and ruff a heart
to establish the nine as a trick, West parted with a
diamond — fervently hoping East had the K-J of
diamonds.

  East had good diamonds, but they weren’t
quite good enough. Cummings led the eight of dia-
monds to the ace, picking up the queen along the
way, and returned a diamond toward his J-9. East
won with the king, but that was the only trick the
defenders could get.
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