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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

COURTNEY
GIVES RETAIL
WORKERS A
BAD NAME.

SHE'S RUDE,
LAZY AND HAS
ZERO WORK
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www.garfield.com

IT'S EMPLOYEES LIKE
HER THAT REINFORCE THE
NEGATIVE STEREOTYPE
THAT PLAGUES US ALL!

—

THERE WAS A TIME
WHEN THAT WAS
ALL THE REASON
YOU NEEDED TO

FIRE SOMEONE.

IF ONLY SHE'D
STEAL FROM US,
OR BRING A PAIR
OF NUNCHUKS
TO WORK OR
SOMETHING.
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Blondie ® Chic Young
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= WATCH THIS
ONE! IT'S YOUR
) PAYCHECK!

www.Blondie.com

WHEN T KNEW YOU'D
1S MY ASK,SO T PUT
MEETING THE INVITATION
2 ON MY BOARD

T PRACTICED WALKING
AROINP LOOKING CCOL-
CARRYING CAR KEHE.

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Cryptoquip

VO HM VMCHVS EQKMX

SXEVBM VE OHVPCA

IMVMEDVPVMB, AKI JVBGQ EHA

OGHQ'E H DPKEHVZ JKEHVZ.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: SINCE I MISPLACED
MY ONLY STEAM IRON THE OTHER DAY, I SEEM
TO BE A BIT DE-PRESSED.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; V equals |

WHAT DO YOU MEANZ ]

YOU SEE THOSE BLACK KEYSZ2

LET’S JUST SAY THEY'RE FOR PLAYING,

THE MEMBERS
OF "NEW DELHI
MONKEY GANG"
ARE HAVING
ARTISTIC
DIFFERENCES...

L

HDYV

7 YOU BE LEARNING
A SECOND CHORD
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LNHLDKHRHZ OYHWY ENHRLY

KDORCDHWO™ ZKYOOM

MYKCO: “Q.Y. QYVH.’

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF AN INLAID STONE
DESIGN IS FAIRLY UNINSPIRING, YOU MIGHT
SAY THAT'S A PROSAIC MOSAIC.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L

Crossword
ACROSS 42 Last 4 Aspen or 23 Scott
1 Grate (Abbr.) cotton- Thomp-
5 Sod 43 St. Louis wood son’s
9 Massa- squad 5 Piquant nom de
chusetts 48 Bill’s flavor comedy
cape partner 6 “Do — 24 — Sea
12 Medley 49 Told a others ...” 26 Inlet
13 Con whopper 7 Hwy. 27 Coach
14 “Eureka!” 50 Inven- 8 Street- Parse-
15 Wood tion’s corner ghian
worker origin alarm 28 Sea bird
17 Edge 51 With it, 9 Re 29 Tramp’s
18 Toy at one philoso- love
block time pher 31 Arm-
name 52 Caribous’ René strong’s
19 Rocker kin 10 Part of transport
John 53 Leading B.&O. 34 Away
21 AMPAS man 11 Rhett's from
trophy shocking SSW
24 Busy DOWN word 35 Sarajevo
as — 1 Sinbad’s 16 Alway is there
25 Bartlett, bird 20 Roma- 37 Marg
for one 2 Carte nian Helgen-
26 Rodgers &  lead-in money berger
Hammer- 3 Round 21 Ol series
stein Table org. 38 Oodles
show address 22 Antitoxins 39 Lotion
30 Mess Up  golution time: 21 mins. additive
31 Cleaning s 40 Arduous
agent £ journey
32 Savings S 41 Probabil-
fund T ity
(Abbr.) y 44 Have a
33 Fair E bug
35 Combo S 45 Do
36 Erstwhile sums
37 — Island 46 Actress
38 Crew =E Thompson
member =x| 47 Muppet
40 Pitch Yesterday’s answer 7-11 eagle
1 ]2 I3 6 |7 9 [10 |11

28

ACROSS 43 Money of 2 Ganges 23 Eskimo
1 Make Myanmar garment boat
inquiries 44 Appre- 3 Malden or 25 Gaucho’s
4 Puerto — hend Marx weapon
8 Mined- 46 Vile 4 Skeletal 26 Eastern
over 50 Pen type structure bigwig
matter 55 Historic 5 George’s 27 Welsh
12 Sheepish period brother emblem
remark 56 Reed 6 Army 28 Low voice
13 Unyield- instru- rank 29 St. Louis
ing ment (Abbr.) attraction
14 Destiny 57 Dryad’s 7 Sibling- 30 Story-
15 Commit a dwelling less teller
misstep 58 “Pink 8 Balance 31 Hard to
16 Affair Panther” 9 Uncul- grasp
18 Pale actor tured 35 On an
purple 59 Alight 10 H angle
20 Affirma- amount? look-alike 38 Stream
tive 60 Pay 11 Gender 40 Bake-
21 Verboten attention 17 “— the sale
(Var.) 61 Commer- ramparts grp.
24 Insurrec- cials ” 42 Diastema
tionist 19 Pac. 45 This and
28 Set of DOWN counter- that
circum- 1 Cain’s part 47 Actress
stances prey 22 Zinger Ward
32 Heavy o . 48 Stomped
reading Solution time: 21 mins. (on)
33 Onassis’ |R ClOID] 49 Sweet
nickname g : T 'Cl potatoes
34 Great Tloln| 50 Acknowl-
Lake 0 El edge
tribe E ? E ; applause
36 Repose 15 alnfo] 91 Lawyers’
37 Cicatrix |l NJE[Y org.
39 Approxi- |[M 52 Realtor’s
mate u AlLIS offering
C D|E[A
41 Unspoken [ olaml 53 Anger
“I dunno” 54 Born

Yesterday’s answer 7-12
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“I hope that plane doesn’t run into
the moon!”

Bridge

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
@
¥YQQs
® Q1052
b AK QO3
WEST EAST
®» 107652 @® A 943
¥J 10863 Yo 742
®* A6 ®* 8
¥ 4 ] 1006 2
SOUTH
P K QS8
¥YAK
K JO9O743
o7 5
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 1 & Pass
2 & Pass 4 NT Pass
5 &

Opening lead — four of clubs.

The suit-preference signal is one of the more effec-
tive weapons available to the defenders. Consider this
deal where South wound up in five diamonds after his
Blackwood inquiry disclosed that the opponents held two
aces.

West led the four of clubs, which East had no trouble
diagnosing as a singleton, not only because West had
led dummy’s suit, but also because the four was the
lowest missing club. Had West started with, say, the 7-
4, he would have led the seven initially.

When South played the queen from dummy, East
played his jack on it! This was intended to show that
East had the ace of spades as an entry card. Accord-
ingly, when declarer next led a diamond from dummy,
West took the ace and re turned a spade. East won and
led a club, and South went down one.

Note that without the suit-preference signal, West
would have been hard-pressed to guess the right suit to
return at trick three. As can be seen, a heart return would
have handed South the contract.

The signal is easy enough to use. In a potential ruffing
situation, the play of an unnecessarily high card is a
signal indicating an entry in the higher-ranking of the
two side suits. (There are ordinarily only two suits to
choose from, since the trump suit and the suit to be ruffed
obviously are not considered.)

Conversely, the play of a very low card indicates a
preference for the lower-ranking side suit. Here, if East
had held the ace of hearts in stead of the ace of spades,
he would have played the deuce of clubs at trick one to
suggest a heart return.

Tomorrow: The science of card-reading.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.
NORTH
@®» 10 6
YAQ104
€® QJ 1084

%* A O
WEST EAST
S K 9942 S 753
¥75 ¥YJoOo63
® A6 ® 732
*+K Q642 ] 5
SOUTH
@S A QT
YK 82
¢* K 9s
10873
The bidding:
North East South West
1 & Pass 2 NT Pass
3 NT

Opening lead — four of clubs.

When declarer starts the play of a hand, he usually
doesn’t know much about how the defenders’ cards
are distributed. This is especially true when the oppo-
nents have remained silent throughout the auction.

This does not mean, however, that declarer must
rely on a lot of guesswork when the opponents haven't
bid. In many cases, the lie of the opposing cards can
be inferred by drawing conclusions from the early plays
made by the defense. This is where much of the skill
in declarer play comes to the fore.

Here is a relatively simple exercise in card-read-
ing. West leads a low club. How should South play the
hand?

To begin with, it is reasonable to assume that West
does not have the K-Q-J of clubs because, if he had
that holding, he would have led the king and not the
four. It follows, therefore, that East must have at least
one of the missing club honors.

It is also fairly certain that West has led from either
a four- or five-card suit, which marks East with either
two or three clubs.

The contract is not in danger if West has only a four-
card suit. The most that can be lost in that case is
three clubs and a diamond. Declarer’s primary con-
cern, therefore, is to guard against a five-card suit.

This can be accomplished by going up with the ace
of clubs at trick one and immediately forcing out the
ace of diamonds. West will then be unable to cash
four club tricks, because East’s now-singleton club
honor prevents the suit from being run.

Observe, though, that if a low club is played from
dummy on the opening trick, South enables the de-
fenders to disentangle their clubs. In the actual deal,
he would be defeated after East wins with the jack
and returns a club.

Tomorrow: Discovery play.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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“Well, maybe Dr. James can fix you.”



