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Master Gardener Ann Miner placed mulch around yucca and hen and chick plants in front
of the Thomas County Office Complex Thursday. The gardeners were working on the gar-
deninfront of extension and landscaping around the office complex. Extension agent Doug
Musick said the group planted two van loads of plants donated by Dan Baalman of Golden
Plains Garden Center and Greenhouses in Colby.

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Goddard leads state’s growth rate

GODDARD (AP) — Five years
ago, Michelle and Craig Bay moved
their family from west Wichita to
Goddard because they liked the
small-town feel. They found a
house at the right price that was big
enough to raise a growing family.

“We liked the fact we were close
to Wichita but far enough away,”
Michelle Bay said.

Two things drew them to town,
they said: good schools and a small-
town feel.

Goddard’s population has risen
57 percent over the past five years,
making it the state’s fastest-grow-
ing city, census estimates show.

Andover had long held that dis-
tinction, but this year it ranked sixth
statewide.

Goddard’s growth spurt started in
2000 with a handful of new hous-
ing developments. Since then, the
city has averaged seven new homes
each month, Mayor Jim Singletary
said.

The school district is expanding
to keep up, building two new el-
ementary schools — one will open
this fall — and one new middle
school to handle the increase in stu-
dents.

Missy Davis, assistant manager
at the city pool, sees the effect of
Goddard’s population growthevery
day.

More than 200 kids show up at the

pool on an average day, she said.

“With all the new building of
schools, we are definitely seeing
more kids,” she said.

In his office at City Hall,
Singletary, who also is the school
district’s transportation discipline
coordinator, wore a T-shirt embla-
zoned with ruby slippers and the
words, “There’sno place like home,
Goddard, Kansas.”

He and his wife, Annette — she
is the school district spokeswoman
— moved to Goddard in 1988 from
Wichita Falls, Texas.

“It’s quiet, and you aren’t in the
directline of traffic,” Jim Singletary
said. “But you’ve got the conve-
nience of a big city.”

Much of Goddard’s growth spurt
began north of U.S. 54 when John
Dugan began buying large tracts of
land.

Dugan, whose great-grandfather
homesteaded near Goddard in
1872, bought more than 1,000
acres, persuaded Goddard to annex
the land and began selling it off to
developers.

Thatbroughtdevelopments such
as The Seasons, St. Andrews and
Spring Hill.

“My roots and my heart lie in
Goddard,” Dugan said. “I started
with the idea that this small city is
close to a large metropolitan area
and that someday it would all fill in.

That’shappening. Goddard is going
to do nothing but grow.”

That closeness to Wichita is why
the homes sell quickly, said devel-
oper Paul Kelsey.

“The fact that Wichita is three
miles away makes travel time insig-
nificant,” he said. “You have one
stoplight in between you and
Wichita.”

U.S. soldiers hit the links
in the desert thanks to glfts

GARDEN CITY (AP) — From
the green golf courses of Garden
City tothe Green Zone in Baghdad,
Kaye Nichols has found a way to
stay connected to her son, Tim
Nichols, a specialist with C Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 137th Infantry,
currently stationed in the Iraqi capi-
tal.

Kaye Nichols, who lives outside
of Garden City and owns Kirby
Service Center, and Tim Nichols
have organized a local program to
send golf equipment to soldiers cur-
rently fighting in Iraq.

“We are only allowed to bring so
much stuff here and on the return
trip home,” Tim Nichols said in a
recent interview via e-mail. “Golf
clubs would not be allowed. ...
There is no real golf course, and I
did not want to risk or leave behind
my personal clubs.”

Tim Nichols, who grew up in
Holcomb and is now a Wichitaresi-
dent, also served as a Marine dur-
ing the first Gulf War in Iraq in
1991.

The effort to provide golf equip-
ment began during the 2005 holiday
season when Kaye Nichols was at
aloss as to what to send her son for
Christmas. With the help of some
friends, she was able to put together
apackage of several golf clubs and
balls.

“Ifeltlike everybody needs some
kind of entertainment,” Kaye
Nichols said. “I couldn’t send him
clothes. ... I couldn’t send him
food.”

While golfing in a war zone
would seem like adangerous activ-
ity, the soldiers play only in pro-
tected areas.

Eventhose aren’talways guaran-
teed to be safe, Tim Nichols said.

“We play on base. ... It is mostly
safe there,” he said. “The bad guys
will shoot bullets or mortars over
the wall now and then, but we don’t
play while that is going on.”

Even with firefights nearby and
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Itis a big diversion.... that
means you are not thinking about

where you are or why.”

Tim Nichols
U.S. soldier

bombs exploding in the back-
ground, Tim Nichols said, punctu-
ating the air with a swift swing of a
club provides a welcome distrac-
tion, if only briefly.

“It is a big diversion,” he said.
“(Hitting) the ball requires concen-
tration, and that means you are not
thinking about where you are or
why. But there is not much time to
use them. We are working 12 hours
aday, and most of us only get a day
off here and there, one or two a
month.”

While the unit has a good selec-
tion of clubs, it is always in need of
more golf balls, Tim Nichols said.

“What we go throughis balls,” he
said. “Welike to hitthem into either
a field or into the lake. That loses
balls fast though. The field has tall
grass and some have unexploded
bombs. It is hard to get balls back
from there and impossible to get
them out of the lake.”

There are five golf courses in the
Wichita area that have been assist-
ing with the program, Tim Nichols
said.

ForKaye Nichols, the equipment
program has allowed her to stay
connected with her son while avoid-
ing the steady influx of information
on the war.

“This time I hardly pay attention
to the news. .. [ can’t, I just can’t,”
Kaye Nichols said. “I learned my
lesson the last time. Before, I was

taken over by it.  don’t want to do
that again. It consumed my life.”

The effort is also a way anyone
interested can support the troops in
a direct way, she said, adding that
she sent her son a package of 200
golfballs forhis birthday two weeks
ago.

“A lot of people always want to
know what they cando. ... Well, this
is one thing they can do,” she said.
“We need people to bring in any-
thing that is golf related — tees,
balls, clubs or gloves.”

Collecting the equipment has
also given Tim Nichols’ nephew,
Chris Foreman, 13, a way to stay
connected with his uncle for the
next several months.

Tim Nichols taught him how to
play five years ago, and Foreman
has since taken up the sport full
time. He said he would like to play
in high school.

“He is the one who got me inter-
ested in golf,” Foreman said.

“We don’t getto talk on the phone
much, but just knowing that I'm
helping him out, giving him some-
thing to do and getting his mind off
the war, makes me feel closer to
him.

“It also gives me something to
look forward to when he comes
back — sowhenhe does, I can show
himhow I’ve improved and we can
do what we did a couple of years

2

ago.

Sherman Co., Kansas Land bordering Interstate-70 at the

Kanorado Exit offered ABSOLUTE in 6 Tracts & Combinations

778+ ACRES DEVELOPMENT LAND, CROPLAND,
CRP & GRASS WITH ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG SITES

THURSDAY, JULY 27 - 1:00 P.M. MT
Buffalo Inn Convention Center W. Hwy 24, Goodland, Kan.

CRAMER, CRAMER, WALTER & WILSON, SELLERS

Land is located on I-70 just 1
TRACT 1:
TRACT 2:
TRACT 3:
TRACT 4:
TRACT 5:
TRACT 6:

TRACTS ARE IN SECTIONS 27 & 28, 8-42, SHERMAN CO., KS.

23+ ac. Grass/Development Land (borders |-70 Exit #1 north)
301+ ac. Grass (borders N. side of I-70 & S. side of Hwy 24)
24+ ac. CRP/Development Land (borders I-70 Exit #1 south)
60+ ac. Grass & 87+ ac. CRP (borders south side of 1-70)
189+ ac. Grass (borders south side of 1-70)

94+ ac. Cropland (bordered on north and west by Tract 5)

mile East of Kan.-Colo. border

REALTY, Inc.

Serving Kan. - Colo. - Neb.

Call today for a
sale bill or print one at
www.shayrealty.com

ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG SITES are
located on Tracts 2 & 4. Those tracts
will be sold with easements so that
this important work can continue.

Rodney W. Shay, Broker, 785-332-2566
Ryan W. Shay, Broker, Auctioneer
Reese W. Shay, Broker, Auctioneer
Diana Skiles, Broker, Auctioneer

www.shayrealty.com
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GE Appliances

1 . i||
1170 S. Co. Club
Colby, KS 67701

800-261-2566
785-462-2100

319 E. Front
Oakley, KS 67748
800-371-4051
785-672-3217

We can get any tire you need or want!

795 Cedar St. ~ Colby
Cheaper than rent! Priced at
only $29,900 this 1 bedroom
home offers large living room,
kitchen with appliances, bath, PR
basement with family room and large laundry room. Offers
fenced yard and double garage. Call Cynthia for details.

1011 Court Terrace ~ Colby $69,900
4 bedroom, 2 bath home
located in great neighbor- ) - :
hood. Offers large ﬁlv[l v
kitchen, full basement, S
attached garage and large yard. Contact Cynthia to sched-
ule an appointment.

Great real estate buys are everywhere

you just need to know where to look!
Whether you’re purchasing your first home, rental
property or a retirement home, I can help you find ex-
actly what you’re looking for. Visit my website at
www.cynthiabutts.com for a list of my current and up-
coming listings.

Great Plains

118 W. 2nd » 785-672-3238
www.oakleymotors.com

Give Dan a call!
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Custom Frammg - Glfts B
204 Center Ave. [] Oakley, KS [] 785-672-3060

Floral -

Fresh Flowers for all occasions, Silks, Custom
Framing, Gifts, Scrapbooking
Come see Lila for all your floral needs!
See what “the power of flowers” can do for you!

[H

Terry Donna Cynthia
Richardson = = | Moore Butts
899-3093 4‘ - ¥ | 899-6159 899-3944
terryr donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @eaglecom.net @yahoo.com

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.
=) 1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735 MLS.

©" 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com




