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Tables turn when jilted woman is wife
DEAR ABBY: For nearly 30 years,

I believed my marriage to be rock
solid. Imagine my shock, disbelief and
pain when my husband announced he
no longer loved me and wanted out of
our marriage. And, although he ini-
tially denied her existence, he married
the other woman soon after our di-
vorce became final.

With our children grown, there was
no reason for us to remain in contact,
even though we live within a few
miles of each other. From the time he
left, my ex made it clear that the break
was to be complete. I haven’t seen him
for years and have never met his new
wife.

One of our children married re-
cently and the festivities brought my
former spouse and me into contact.
We were cordial but restrained in each
other’s company. Given the years that
have passed and the nature of our re-
union, I was surprised at the obvious
insecurity shown by his wife.

Now he is calling me. His calls al-
ways have a purpose, though the rea-
sons are flimsy. They are increasingly
warm and friendly. I can’t say that I
don’t enjoy them, but I’m beginning
to feel a little uncomfortable about
their frequency. I don’t know if this is
because of my own possible dormant
feelings or repugnance at the thought
of ever becoming “the other woman.”

I asked him if his wife knew he
called. He side-stepped giving me a
direct answer. Now I’m in a real
pickle. It would be nice to have some
measure of friendship, but a renewed
relationship with my ex also scares
me. I can’t talk to my children or
friends about this. I’d appreciate some
advice.

— OLDER BUT NOT WISER
DEAR NOT WISER: You are too

wiser! If you weren’t wiser, you
would not be questioning the situa-
tion. How delicious it must be that
your ex is now sneaking around on
the woman he left you for, and call-

ing you.
My advice is not to give in to the

temptation to gloat or allow it to
continue. The wife made it clear at
the wedding that she’s threatened
by you. (And probably any other
woman!) She’s threatened because
she knows exactly what he’s capable
of.  A legitimate, aboveboard friend-
ship isn’t possible under these cir-
cumstances. So, unless you’re bored
and looking for drama — and pos-
sibly more pain — the next time
your ex calls, tell him enough is
enough. It will save you a world of
heartache.

DEAR ABBY: I am a security of-
ficer. I started this job only three weeks
ago. Yesterday was pretty stressful. I
kept my cool because I was dealing
with explosives. After three attempts
to find out what building they be-
longed in, this one employee told me
“not to get my panties in a bunch.”

I told my boss what happened and
demanded an apology. It has yet to
happen. I am a contract worker. Do I
have a right to report this on my own?
I know the name of the person who
said it.

I had to go to the hospital because
my blood pressure was 166/109, and
I had pain in my chest and dizziness.
Then I had to go back to the doctor the
next day for a checkup. What are my
rights?

— UNSURE  WHAT TO DO
DEAR UNSURE: You are within

your rights to report what hap-
pened, but I can’t guarantee the
results. However, because of your

physical problems, I am recom-
mending that you re-evaluate your
career choice. Security work is of-
ten stressful, and more stress could
adversely affect your health.

DEAR ABBY: Ring, ring! Cell
phone etiquette question. Certainly
there must be some.

Every time I have one particular
family member over, she brings her
cell phone and normally has the ring
tone on loud. Regardless of the vol-
ume, her calls always turn into a long,
drawn-out conversation with one of
her friends or other relatives. The vol-
ume of her cell phone isn’t what both-
ers me as much as the fact that her vis-
its are disturbed by her social life.

If it were a call from work, or some
emergency she was expecting to hear
back about, or even a child that needed
attention, perhaps it wouldn’t seem so
offensive. I have my own phones at the
residence but, unless I am expecting
an important call, I normally don’t
answer it when I have guests over.

What can I say to people who think
it’s OK to take all their calls at my
house during our visits, short of not
inviting them and their phones into my
home?

—”HUNG UP” IN SEATTLE
DEAR HUNG UP: Yours isn’t a

question about cell phone etiquette
as much as it is about basic good
manners. Explain to your family
member how insulting it is when she
carries on long, involved conversa-
tions while you sit there. A quick
“I’m at my (    )’s, and I’ll call you
later,” is permissible.

You could also post a sign on your
front door that reads, “No Cell
Phone Zone.” Others have done it
with some success.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is written
by Abigail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Bridge Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Abigail
Van Buren

• Dear Abby

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Baby Blues  • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

 Discovery Play
  Assume you reach seven hearts on the bidding

shown and West leads the ace of clubs, which you ruff.
The contract seems very easy to make; the only con-
ceivable complication is the possibility that one de-
fender might have all four missing diamonds.

You begin by drawing trumps, West turning up with
three and East only one. You then have to decide
whether it’s better to start the diamond suit by first
cashing the king or the ace. (Remember, you are as-
suming a 4-0 division because, if the suit is divided 3-
1 or 2-2, the grand slam is cold.)

 To settle the question beyond the shadow of a
doubt, you next cash the ace of spades, and when
everyone follows suit, you know that playing a low dia-
mond to the ace is certain to bring home the grand
slam.

This is because West cannot have less than a six-
card suit for his four-club bid, and since he has already
shown up with three hearts and a spade, he cannot
hold four diamonds.

 Sure enough, when you lead the diamond six to the
ace, West shows out. You then continue with the deuce
and trap East’s J-9-5, whatever he does. If he plays
the five, you finesse the seven; if he plays the nine
instead, you win with the king, cross to the queen of
spades and return the four of diamonds, gobbling up
East’s J-5 with your Q-7.

 Ordinarily, when you hold K-Q-x-x opposite A-10-
x-x-x, you would cash the king first — and it would be
easy to make that mistake here from force of habit.
But in the present case — where you’re lucky enough
to hold the seven and eight in the two hands, and also
have the benefit of West’s four-club bid — cashing the
ace is clearly the correct play.

   Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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