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Retail ® Norm Feuti (Sample)

COULD I SEE YOUR I LEAVE IT BLANK
LICENSE? THERE'S NO INTENTIONALLY. THAT
SIGNATURE ON YOUR WAY, STORES WILL HAVE
CREDIT CARD. TO CHECK FOR I.D. IF IT
GETS STOLEN.

ABSOLUTELY.
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YEAH, AS LONG
AS THE THIEF DOESN'T
HAVE A PEN, YOU'RE

YOU CAN
NEVER BE TOO
CAREFUL.

ALL SET.

EWWwwi
SOMEBODY BAZFED
IN THE faTcHeN!

STOVE!

2004, BABY BLES PARTNERSWIP DWT.BY 1ng FEATIS SymwowaTe 7-13

SORRY,LOVEY. | COULDN'T FIX
o THE AIR CONDITIONER,

S0,YoU SHOULD GET A
NEWONE AND GINE ME
THE BILL...FEH! ITS
ALWAYS SOMETHING !

A LITILE WARM, ARE WET HEH,

ARE!NO CENTRAL AIR.—’M
APARTMENT. \T’Sego MUCH

&

-1% www.tborfw.com

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

ILL NEVER FORGET WHEN I~ OUR COURTSHIP
FIRGT STARTED DATING HELGA.. — WAS VERY

Garfield ¢ Jim Davis

AHEM

www.garfield.com

Sl GSNVE War

BY THE WAY, WEVE) BUT ITS

THAT'S HOW THESE OLD HOUSES |BEEN MEANING 0 SO NICE
ASK YoUu 10 MOVE | AND

GLAD WE HAVE THE DOWNSTAIRS | THE KIDDIE PooL
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THATS NOT BARF!
IT% STROGANOFF!

YEAH...BUT ITS KIND OF
. AN EYESORE,
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I WAS JUST
CLEARING MY
THROAT!

I couLp
HAVE SWORN
YOU SAID,
"BREAKFAST
15 SERVEDP"

YOU SURE HAVE MADE
SOME GREAT STRIDES IN
YOUR DRIVING, HONEY

THANKS, DADDY, |
REALLY ENJOY IT
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www.Blondie.com

OKAY...I THINK YOU'RE READY TO
BACK OUT OF THE DRIVEWAY

Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

Y'KNOW, YOU GO OUT,
HAVE A FEW DRINKS
AND WANT TO
FIGHT WITH
EVERYONE

S0, SUE ME,
DID I SLUG ANYONE
LAST NIGHT2

©2006 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

JUST THE
GENERAL

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM

HO PRACTICE WALKING

AROUND WITH CAR KEHS?

KEHZ IS AHUGE
STATUG ShmeoL !

COME ON.
TRY ME.

)

WHAT’S THIS I HEAR ABOUT YOU GUYS

FIGHTINGZ . i

YOU WOULDN'T
UNDERSTAND,
DAD.

DN
Sally Forth ® Greg

rGIRLS, GIRLS. I KNOW YOU'RE HAVING
ARTISTIC DIFFERENCES RIGHT NOW. BUT
YOU HAVE TO FOCUS ON WHAT’S MOST

IMPORTANT... e

OUR SOFTBALL
TEAM’S WINNING
SEASON.
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THE WA O\ CARRY THEM
CAN MEANTHE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN LOCOKING CCOL,

FAYE'S 3
TRYING TO §
TURN OUR
BAND INTO %
A DARKWAVE, £
EBM, AMBIENT, 3
SHOEGAZING, ¢
INDUSTRIAL £
METAL GROUP! “§
Z

g

z

g

8

DON'T YOU HAVE A PICKLE JAR YOU
SHOULD BE FAILING
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EA HOW TO-

I'M SORRY, BUT
THIS IS AS GOTH
AS I'M GONNA
GET!

TO OPENZ WHY MUST YOU
TELL HER

EVERYTHING2

Lables turn when jilted woman is wife

DEARABBY: Fornearly 30 years,
I believed my marriage to be rock
solid. Imagine my shock, disbeliefand
pain when my husband announced he
no longer loved me and wanted out of
our marriage. And, although he ini-
tially denied her existence, he married
the other woman soon after our di-
vorce became final.

With our children grown, there was
no reason for us to remain in contact,
even though we live within a few
miles of each other. From the time he
left,my ex made it clear that the break
wastobe complete. [haven’tseen him
for years and have never met his new
wife.

One of our children married re-
cently and the festivities brought my
former spouse and me into contact.
We were cordial butrestrained in each
other’s company. Given the years that
have passed and the nature of our re-
union, I was surprised at the obvious
insecurity shown by his wife.

Now he is calling me. His calls al-
ways have a purpose, though the rea-
sons are flimsy. They are increasingly
warm and friendly. I can’t say that I
don’t enjoy them, but I’'m beginning
to feel a little uncomfortable about
their frequency. I don’tknow if this is
because of my own possible dormant
feelings or repugnance at the thought
of everbecoming “the other woman.”

I asked him if his wife knew he
called. He side-stepped giving me a
direct answer. Now I’m in a real
pickle. It would be nice to have some
measure of friendship, but arenewed
relationship with my ex also scares
me. I can’t talk to my children or
friends about this. I’d appreciate some
advice.

— OLDER BUT NOT WISER

DEARNOT WISER: You are too
wiser! If you weren’t wiser, you
would not be questioning the situa-
tion. How delicious it must be that
your ex is now sneaking around on
the woman he left you for, and call-

Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

Abigail

ing you.

My adyvice is not to give in to the
temptation to gloat or allow it to
continue. The wife made it clear at
the wedding that she’s threatened
by you. (And probably any other
woman!) She’s threatened because
sheknows exactly whathe’s capable
of. Alegitimate,aboveboard friend-
ship isn’t possible under these cir-
cumstances. So, unless you’re bored
and looking for drama — and pos-
sibly more pain — the next time
your ex calls, tell him enough is
enough. It will save you a world of
heartache.

DEAR ABBY: I am a security of-
ficer. Istarted this job only three weeks
ago. Yesterday was pretty stressful. I
kept my cool because I was dealing
with explosives. After three attempts
to find out what building they be-
longed in, this one employee told me
“not to get my panties in a bunch.”

I told my boss what happened and
demanded an apology. It has yet to
happen. [ am a contract worker. Do [
have aright to report this on my own?
I know the name of the person who
said it.

I had to go to the hospital because
my blood pressure was 166/109, and
I'had pain in my chest and dizziness.
ThenTIhad to goback to the doctor the
next day for a checkup. What are my
rights?

— UNSURE WHAT TO DO

DEAR UNSURE: You are within
your rights to report what hap-
pened, but I can’t guarantee the
results. However, because of your

physical problems, I am recom-
mending that you re-evaluate your
career choice. Security work is of-

Van Buren ten stressful, and more stress could

adversely affect your health.

® Dear Abby DEAR ABBY: Ring, ring! Cell

phone etiquette question. Certainly
there must be some.

Every time I have one particular
family member over, she brings her
cell phone and normally has the ring
tone on loud. Regardless of the vol-
ume, her calls always turn into along,
drawn-out conversation with one of
her friends or other relatives. The vol-
ume of her cell phone isn’t what both-
ers me as much as the fact that her vis-
its are disturbed by her social life.

If it were a call from work, or some
emergency she was expecting to hear
back about, oreven a child that needed
attention, perhaps it wouldn’t seem so
offensive. Thave my own phones at the
residence but, unless [ am expecting
an important call, I normally don’t
answer it when I have guests over.

What can I say to people who think
it’s OK to take all their calls at my
house during our visits, short of not
inviting them and their phones into my
home?

—”HUNG UP” IN SEATTLE

DEAR HUNG UP: Yours isn’t a
question about cell phone etiquette
as much as it is about basic good
manners. Explain to your family
member how insulting it is when she
carries on long, involved conversa-
tions while you sit there. A quick
“I’matmy ( )’s, and I’ll call you
later,” is permissible.

You could also post asign on your
front door that reads, “No Cell
Phone Zone.” Others have done it
with some success.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is written
by Abigail Van Buren, also known as
Jeanne Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Family Circus « Bil Keane

NORTH
® Q7
¥J105
® A 10842
*$3376
ST EAST
®» 965 SaJL8432
Y986 v3
L 4 ¢®J953
* A 109543 *oQT2
SOUTH
S AK 10
YAKQ742
*K Q76
»
The bidding:
South West North East
2 W * 4 & 4 & Pass
5 d Pass 5% Pass
7 ® o s e,
ES strong www.familycircus.com
Opening lead — ace of clubs.

Discovery Play

Assume you reach seven hearts on the bidding

shown and Westleads the ace of clubs, which you ruff.
The contract seems very easy to make; the only con-
ceivable complication is the possibility that one de-
fender might have all four missing diamonds.

You begin by drawing trumps, West turning up with

three and East only one. You then have to decide
whether it’s better to start the diamond suit by first
cashing the king or the ace. (Remember, you are as-
suming a 4-0 division because, if the suit is divided 3-
1 or 2-2, the grand slamis cold.)

To settle the question beyond the shadow of a
doubt, you next cash the ace of spades, and when
everyone follows suit, you know that playing a low dia-
mond to the ace is certain to bring home the grand
slam.

This is because West cannot have less than a six-
card suitfor his four-club bid, and since he has already
shown up with three hearts and a spade, he cannot
hold four diamonds.

Sure enough, when you lead the diamond six to the
ace, West shows out. You then continue with the deuce
and trap East’s J-9-5, whatever he does. If he plays
the five, you finesse the seven; if he plays the nine
instead, you win with the king, cross to the queen of
spades and return the four of diamonds, gobbling up
East’s J-5 with your Q-7.

Ordinarily, when you hold K-Q-x-x opposite A-10-
X-X-X, you would cash the king first — and it would be
easy to make that mistake here from force of habit.
Butinthe present case — where you’re lucky enough
to hold the seven and eightin the two hands, and also
have the benefit of West’s four-club bid — cashing the
ace is clearly the correct play.

(€)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Cryptoquip
LT QNO BKS MPKORU IQ

MNES ELTTSW PNKPNLMSM,
L MOAANMS PYNMS FNOXW

J§ POKPXS

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: NEW DRAMA SERIES
CONCERNING SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS’
GRASSY YARDS: “L.A. LAWN

“This is the highest I've ever been
able to climb in this tree.”

Crossword
ACROSS 34 Litter 61 Remiss 20 Scratch
1 President member 21 “Star Trek
pro — 36 Hum- DOWN 11" villain
4 Movie- dinger 1 — Mahal 22 Parasites
goer’s 37 Indigent 2 Ostrich’s 23 Pinch
souvenir 39 Dict. kin 27 Slander
8 Disposi- datum 3 Fu 29 “Grapes
tion 41 Bro or sis Manchu, of Wrath”

12 Darya 42 Existed e.g. territory
preceder 44 Good- 4 Tap 30 Settled

13 Toll looking 5 — -tac- down
road 46 Nightwear toe 31 July

14 Between 50 Sphere 6 Guitars’ birthstone
assign- 51 Addict relatives 33 “Victor/
ments 52 Reflective 7 Harass Victoria”

15 Supreme 56 Dweeb 8 Negligible director
Court 57 Oriental 9 Valkyries’ 35 Vim and
members nurse- lord vigor

17 Cleo’s maid 10 Earthen- 38 Thanks-
river 58 New Deal ware giving

18 Yank agency pot veggie

19 Alearning (abbr.) 11 Highway 40 Lathers
experi- 59 Tibetan crosser, 43 Dieter’s
ence? herd maybe entree

21 Electric 60 Feet, 16 Formal 45 Mess up
warning slangily wear 46 Weak
signal 47 In the

24 Lid for Solution time: 25 mins. Black?
alad 48 Tug

25 Toper’s 49 Wrestling

Tomorrow: Bidding quiz. interrup- style
tion 53 Succumb

26 Allen or to gravity
Conway 54 “—

28 Control- lazy river,
tower L
device 55 Clinton’s

32 Liniment instru-
target ment
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Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals Y




