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House marriage-protection vote nears

By Pete Winn
associate editor citizenlink.org

Congress is gearing up to vote
Tuesday on the federal Marriage
Protection Amendment.

Amanda Banks, federal issues
analyst for Focus on the Family
Action, said pro-family activists
expect to have a simple majority
in the House, as they did in 2004
— but it will take more than that
to succeed.

“We’d like to be moving in the
direction of a two-thirds majority,
which is what we need to pass it
through the House,” she said. “It’s
important for members of Con-
gress to hear from their constitu-
ents right away, so that they are
encouraged to vote for marriage.”

Banks said several new mem-
bers have arrived since the last
time the House voted on the issue,
and conservative activists are
hoping the newcomers will join
with pro-family lawmakers of
both political parties to support
the amendment.

Last month, after hours of de-
bate, the Senate refused to bring
the matter up for a full up-or-down
vote.

“The House of Representatives
has a great opportunity to show
the American people and the Sen-
ate that they, at least, are in touch
with their constituents,” Banks
told CitizenLink.

Gay activism, meanwhile, con-
tinues unabated at the state level
— with activity this week in three
states providing ample evidence
of protecting marriage in the U.S.
Constitution.

In Massachusetts, lawmakers,
meeting as a Constitutional Con-
vention, refused Wednesday to
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deal with a bill that would send a
state marriage-protection amend-
ment to the people to be voted on
in 2008.

The joint session of the Legis-
lature voted 100-91 to recess un-
til Nov. 9 — giving credence to
pro-family concerns about
whether the lawmakers will actu-
ally deal with marriage.

On Monday, the top court in
Massachusetts, the Supreme Judi-
cial Court, cleared the way for the
matter to be brought to a vote —
after dismissing alawsuit filed by
gay activists who sought to stop a
vote.

Mona Passignano, state issues
analyst for Focus on the Family
Action, said everything now goes
into a holding pattern.

“The reason why they are wait-
ing until Nov. 9, is because the
elections are on Nov. 7,” she said.
“They are trying to duck the is-
sue.”

By refusing to take a vote, Bay
State lawmakers sent constituents
amessage that was loud and clear,
Passignano said: “ It doesn’t re-
ally matter what you think.”

Some legislators, she said, spe-
cifically made it clear during the
brief Constitutional Convention
that they think it is more important
to cater to gay activists than to lis-
ten to the will of the people, who,
polls show, overwhelmingly say
they want to vote on the issue.

In neighboring Connecticut,
meanwhile, a superior court judge
ruled Wednesday against eight
gay couples who demanded the
creation of same-sex marriage.

“We’re very, very happy about
the outcome,” said Brian Brown,
executive director of the Family
Institute of Connecticut. “It’s ac-
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tually surprising, given the fact
that our courts have not shown
themselves in the past to be will-
ing to understand that the Legis-
lature is where we should be de-
ciding the future of marriage and
not the courts.”

But even with this victory,
Brown said homosexual activists
plan to appeal.

“We still face the possibility of
the state Supreme Court overturn-
ing marriage,” said the family ad-
vocate, who has been pushing for
a state constitutional amendment
as well as the federal Marriage
Protection Amendment.

And in Arizona, gay activists
filed suit Wednesday to stop a pro-
posed state marriage-protection
amendment from getting on the
November ballot.

The move came just after Pro-
tect Marriage Arizona, the group
seeking the marriage amendment,
turned in petitions with more than
300,000 names to get on the bal-

lot — almost double the number
they need to qualify.

“Homosexual activists are not
slowing down one bit in the
courts,” Banks said. “They con-
tinue to bring suits to courts, be-
cause they know that’s their best
chance at changing the definition
of marriage.”

Banks said the populace at large
doesn’t support the idea of creat-
ing gay marriage.

“The people obviously aren’t
going to vote that way,” she said,
“In 20 out of 20 states where the
people have had an opportunity to
vote on marriage, they voted over-
whelmingly for the definition of
marriage to remain between aman
and awoman. But gay activists are
going to continue to try to over-
turn state marriage amendments,
keep them off the ballot and stop
votes in state legislatures.That’s
why we absolutely need a federal
Marriage Protection Amend-
ment.”

Diocese joins global rift

DALLAS (AP) — The Epis-
copal Church’s Dallas Diocese
became the seventh in the de-
nomination to appeal for alterna-
tive leadership from overseas
Anglican leaders because of the
ongoing rift over homosexuality.

Dioceses in Central Florida;
Fort Worth, Texas; Fresno, Ca-
lif.; Pittsburgh; Springfield, Ill.,
and South Carolina previously
requested such alternative over-
sight from world Anglicanism.

Leaders of the Albany,N.Y., Dio-
cese pledged “solidarity” with the
seven “sister dioceses” butdidn’t
request overseas leadership.
Bishops of the 17.5 million-
member Church of Nigeria ques-
tioned the “moral justification”
for the scheduled 2008 meeting of
the world’s Anglican bishops
since those from the Episcopal
Church (Anglicanism’s U.S.
branch) and elsewhere “have
abandoned the biblical faith.”

Please join the family of
Lois Van Horn

in celebrating her 80th birthday on

Saturday, July 22, 2006, 2 to 4 PM

at City Limits Convention Center

Please no gifts.
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Worship in the church
of your choice this
weekend.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley, minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00 p.m.,

Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15p.m. Wednesday,
Septemberthrough May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship-10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Pastor Bradley L.
Herndon, Grant & Webster Street, 462-2867,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School
9:15a.m., Evening Worship 6:30 p.m., Wednes-
day Bible 7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
Pastor Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at
College Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study
9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services, 10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informalfellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05

p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40 a.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00a.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Gary Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky
Robbins, 1st counselor, 460-1101; Tim Wilson,
2nd counselor, 785-846-7796. Sacrament meet-
ing 10 a.m., Sunday School and Primary 11:20
a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW, 12:10
p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9
p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-
3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345N.
Franklin, Apostle W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Equipping Class, Sunday, 10 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship, 11 a.m., Wednesday, R.L.M Training Cen-
ter (Bible School), 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

COLBY EVANGELISM CENTER, Rev. Robert
Cooper, 815 West 3rd - 462-2062, Sunday
School 9:45; Sunday service 10:00 and 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Friday
Youth Power Hour at 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fecccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m.

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & up and 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONAMETHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Michael
Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Wor-
ship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Summer Worship Service, 9:30
a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women'’s Bible Study

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals
as a contribution to the religious life of the community.

To become a sponsor, call
Crystal Rucker, or Jasmine Crotinger at 462-3963.
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