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Téen mom urges parents to have the talle with their children

DEAR ABBY: I am concerned
about the number of teens who write
to you about whether or notto have
sex. [ am a mother of four, and I’'m
only 22.

My first child was born when I
was 14. Only two of my biological
children live with me, and I have
taken my stepdaughter in as my
own.

Teens everywhere should be edu-
cated about sex and the conse-
quences of having sex at a young
age. Many parents still do not have
“the talk” with their children —
leaving itup to the educational sys-
tem, which is inadequate in this
area.

I would like to urge teen parents
to volunteer atlocal schools to edu-
cate these teens about what “might”
happen. I see more and more teens
every day heading down the road I
went down, and it scares me.
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I was lucky that I now have the
chance to further my education and
provide astable life for my children,
which, I might add, did not happen
until I was already the mother of two
and 18 years old.

I had to give one child up for
adoption, and it was heart-wrench-
ing. Toteens out there, PLEASE do
not be like me. You might not be as
lucky as I was.

— WISER NOW

DEAR WISER NOW: Thank
you for wanting to warn other
teens not to venture down the

® Dear Abby

same path that you did. You are
right: You are lucky you have a
chance to further your education
and provide a stable life for your
children, because most teenage
mothers are not so fortunate.
Sadly, only one-third of teen
mothers receive a high school di-
ploma, and only 1.5 percent have
a college degree by the time they
reach 30. (Nearly 80 percent of
unmarried teen mothers end up
on welfare.)

Although teenage pregnancy,
birth and abortion rates in the

United States have declined over
the last decade, our country con-
tinues to have a higher rate of
teenage pregnancy than most
other developed countries. (It’s
nearly twice the rate asin Austra-
lia or Canada — and more than
four times higher than the rate in
France.)

Although we all wish that teens
would remain abstinent until
marriage, the fact remains that
many don’t. And those young
people need accurate informa-
tion about how to prevent un-
planned pregnancies and avoid
sexually transmitted diseases.
Parents who leave sex education
up to the schools should be aware
that since 1996, the federal gov-
ernment has poured $1 billion
into abstinence-only sex educa-
tion programs that donotinclude
complete information on birth

control methods or even sexually
transmitted diseases.

I have always believed that
what people don’t know CAN
hurt them, and that anyone old
enough to ask deserves straight
answers to their questions.

And that is why I offer a book-
let, “What Every Teen Should
Know,” to answer some of the
questions that many teens are
afraid to ask their parents re-
garding sex, STDs, drinking and
drugs. Many parents and grand-
parents have given the booklet to
their teenagers or used it to foster
discussion.

It can be ordered by sending a
business-size, self-addressed en-
velope, plus check or money or-
der for $6 (U.S. funds) to: Dear
Abby, Teen Booklet, P.O. Box 447,
Mount Morris, IL 61054-0447.
Postage is included in the price.

State reports record year in delinquent tax collections

TOPEKA (AP) — The state col-
lected a record $108.8 million in
delinquent taxes during its recently
ended 2006 fiscal year, the Depart-
ment of Revenue announced Tues-
day.

Such collections increased by 29
percent, or $24.4 million over fis-
cal 2005, the department said.

Secretary Joan Wagnon attrib-
uted the increased collections to an
expansion of the agency’s enforce-
ment staff. In 2005, the department
sought permission to hire more
employees, and legislators ap-
proved the addition of six auditors
and 18field agents, which increased
compliance staff by 49 percent.

Also, she said, the department
focused on collecting delinquent
taxes as quickly as possible because
such debts become harder to collect
as time goes on.

“We’ve started collecting firston
current and reasonably new debt,
rather than worrying about stuff
that’s been hanging around since

’89,” Wagnon said during an inter-
view. “The goal is to try to keep
people from getting in so much
trouble that they can’t get out of it.”

The previous record for delin-
quent tax collections was $100.1
million in fiscal 2003. Wagnon
noted that it was high that year be-
cause the state waived any penalties

or interest charges for taxpayers
who caught up their bills — some-
thing it didn’t do in fiscal 2006.
The department has 37 auditors
and 36 field agents who investigate
reports that persons or businesses
aren’t paying the taxes they owe or
collecting taxes from consumers
and remitting them to the state.

DEAR ABBY: [ always read the
advice you give everyone. I am de-
pressed. Since childhood, I have
always been a problem child. I al-
ways have this sense of loneliness
in me.

Due to that,I’m not very active. I
never want to marry. I wish to re-
main alone. According to our cus-
toms here in Kuwait, marriage is
compulsory. But I do not want to
marry!

I am a business student, and |
wish to take a psychology course so
I can be away from my parents and
family. I wantto be by myself. I just
hate being with them. Am I doing
the right thing?

— MIDDLE EASTERN GIRL

DEAR MIDDLE EASTERN
GIRL: I agree with you that the
reason you feel the way you do
could be depression. Depression
and feelings of isolation often feed
upon each other — each making
the other worse.

I see no harm in your taking a
psychology course; such courses
can be helpful. However, if there
is a student health center at your
school, my advice is to talk to a
counselor there about your feel-
ings. You need professional help
beyond what I can offer in a let-
ter.

Editor s note: Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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To have your ad placed in the
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call Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

LET ADVERTISING WORK FOR YoOuU!!!

Get On-Line
for Value!
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nwkansas.com

Call 462-3963 or stop by
155 W. 5th St., Colby

Life interrupted.

I can help. Call today.

21954C N4-04 200401328

How will your family survive?

Your life can change in an instant.
Are you prepared? Good planning
can mean a lifetime of financial
security for you and your family.

James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139
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New Beginnings

Counseling
Services

Douglas Finley, LMSW

Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family

24 HOUR
SERVICE

Heat_and Air

TEMPSTRY

“We install the best...service the rest”

785-460-3008

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!
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Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Toll Free: 866-608-9723
Evening Appointments
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N“,anced Techno,og
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

David L. Browne 1]
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

& Check out
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1= our low rates.

® Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.
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Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com
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JEFF HARLOW

Cell: 785 443- 1082

has been serving

490 N. Franklin ¢ 462-3939

TH@AS

NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Servmg Your Insurance Needs

74 Today, and
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,

Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#*4  CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
OpEv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants + Wisdom Tooth Surgery

New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Looking to buy used Grasshoppers?
Looking to sell a used Grasshopper?

Go to
http:/www.brownandtanusedzeroturnmowers.com
Or contact

kay67107 @yahoo.com

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck * Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

1

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 T Y CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - RS WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | L WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
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VACATION SPECIALS pon Topigms Round Trlp Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel i $250 4:
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel |~ $505 3 BOOK SUMMER
CMEXIC[J LIS Air & Hotel | sssoo § 3 VACATIONS NOW!
ARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise &Air © $1,050 | 5|
ALASKAN CRUISE G YRR I Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel i $740 i 3! . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI s}?g i Max 45! and are subject to availability
Per Adult

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

Machines ®Vacuums Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Residential &
Residential roofs
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit
Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

(785) 462-6908

Commercial
Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios
Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




