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Students ask dumb questions

Dear Harlan,

I often want to talk to professors
about intellectual ideas, but I find
myself clamming up and feeling
extremely vulnerable when I go to
talk to that person.

I’'m OK in class and in a lot of
social situations, butthenIgototalk
to aprofessor, and it seems like I’'m
hypervigilant and looking for any
sign that the person doesn’t really
want to hear my question and dis-
cussit.Iwind upleaving professors’
offices without asking the questions
that are really on my mind. So I re-
treat to sending e-mails instead. I
know e-mails aren’t as good as, or
as satisfying as, face-to-face con-
versations, sol try todothe face-to-
face thing, but then I clam up.

It feels so stupid — allI’'m doing
is talking about intellectual things,
not personal stuff. Yet it feels like
[’m talking about personal stuff in
the way that I feel like I'm taking a
risk in opening myself up to the
other person intellectually. It’s re-
ally making ithard for me to get the
mentoring I need in graduate
school. I love what I’'m doing in
graduate school, but I really could
use some mentoring to help keep me
moving toward my goals.

— Need Help

Dear Need Help,

Unless you get the dumb things
out, the smart stuff won’t be able

to getouteither. See, it’slike your
intellectual plumbing gets
clogged. If students knew every-
thing, there would be no need for
professors. And it’s the students
who know the least who are the
most valuable for professors, so
talk to them. If your professor
makes you feel like you’re stupid,
tell your professor that the way he
or she responded made you un-
comfortable.

Then tell him or her how you
get intimidated when approach-
ing but you want to have a good
relationship. Once your fear is
out in the open, you’ll be able to
talk freely. If you find that your
professor is a totally insensitive
SOB, find another student or
someone else in the department to
help.

Dear Harlan,

My dad’s real mother died when
he was 2, and my grandfather (dad’s
dad) remarried another lady who
already had two daughters of her
own from a previous marriage.

Together, my grandfather and
stepgrandmother had another
daughter, who is my half aunt. So,
one of my stepaunts had adaughter,
who would be my first stepcousin.
Then she had a son, who would be
my second stepcousin.

My stepcousin and [ are together
and very muchinlove, but our fami-

lies are up in arms about our rela-
tionship, saying that we are wrong
for what we are doing because we
are “related” by my half aunt, his
half great aunt.

Are we really related through
her? Does that count, and are we
wrong for feeling what we feel?

Please help me!

— Dating a Cousin

Dear Dating a Cousin,

The most confusing part of this
is going to be deciding which half
of the room the family sits in dur-
ing the wedding ceremony.

It was your stepcousin, not
your half aunt, who gave birth to
the son that you’re in love with,
right? So, he’s not really your
cousin by blood. I think that’s
right. You’re never wrong feeling
what you’re feeling, but unless
your family is royalty or big fans
of Albert Einstein (he married his
first cousin), don’t expect them to
get excited about cousins dating.

Write Harlan at
harlan(at)helpmeharlan.com or
visit online:

www.helpmeharlan.com. All letters
submitted become property of the
author. Send paper to Help Me,
Harlan! 2506 N. Clark St., Ste. 223,
Chicago, IL60614.

(c) Harlan Cohen 2006

Distributed by King Features
Syndicate Inc.

Person suspects criminal act

DEAR ABBY: I have a good
friend who owns a prosperous
business. I’ll call him “Oscar.”
Oscar has no clue that one of
his employees, “Shirley,” is
stealing big chunks of money
from him.

I feel bad for the friend who
is being taken, and also for the
person doing the stealing. I
know them both well, and if I
were to tell him, Oscar would
lose both a friend and an em-
ployee. Shirley has worked for
him for more than a dozen
years. Her son and her brother
now work for him, too. If I
blow the whistle, Shirley could
lose her home and other invest-
ments.

This could get very ugly, and
Idon’t want to be in the middle.
Please tell me what to do.

— IN THE MIDDLE IN
PHOENIX

DEAR IN THE MIDDLE:
You were put in the middle
the minute you learned about
the thefts. You must tell the
employer what is going on. To
do otherwise makes you an
accessory to the crime.

It will then be up to Oscar
to decide if he wants to press
charges. And please remem-
ber that the friendship be-

Abigail Van Buren

® Dear

tween Oscar and Shirley ended
when she started stealing from
him. Friends don’t steal from
their friends. Opportunists do.

DEAR ABBY: Whenever an
individual has a face lift, brow
lift or eye lift, it is usually said
that the person looks 10 — or
whatever — years younger. |
know the person will continue to
age, but will she (or he) always
look 10 years younger than she
would have without surgery, or
does the person eventually look
just as she would have if she
never had a lift?

Iasked a cosmetic surgeon this
question, butnever gotaclear an-
swer. Could you help me (and
others) have a more realistic idea
of what to expect if we choose
this route?

— CONTEMPLATING

DEAR CONTEMPLATING:
I’ll try. It is a misconception
that plastic surgery guarantees
knocking 10 years — or “what-

Abby

ever” — off one’s counte-
nance. More often what hap-
pens is the person looks
“rested” or “refreshed” —
the sags and stress lines gone
or diminished.

How long the results last
can vary according to the
patient’s genetics and how
well he or she takes care of his
or her skin. \

If the person avoids the sun,
tobacco, too much alcohol
and excessive weight gain, the
results of plastic surgery will
last longer. But nothing lasts
forever — and that includes
anything a person has
“lifted.”

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is
written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips,
andwas founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Write Dear
Abby atwww.DearAbby.com or
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
Calif. 90069.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the

Business Directory

call Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

LET ADVERTISING WORK FOR YoOuU!!!

Get On-Line
for Value!
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rwkansas.com
Call 462-3963 or stop by

155 W. 5th St., Colby

Life interrupted.

I can help. Call today.

21954C N4-04 200401328

How will your family survive?

Your life can change in an instant.
Are you prepared? Good planning
can mean a lifetime of financial
security for you and your family.

James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139

J
C Thrivent Financial for Lutherans:

©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

New Beginnings

Counseling
Services

Douglas Finley, LMSW

Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-3308

Toll Free: 866-608-9723
Evening Appointments
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24 HOUR
SERVICE

TEMPSTRY

Hea-t_and Air Inc.'
“We install the best...service the rest”

785-460-3008

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!
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“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773
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David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave
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FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

& Check out

i our low rates.

# Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

ms

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

www.fbfs.com
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JEFF HARLOW

490 N. Franklin ¢ 462-3939
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has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Serving Your Insurance Needs

)
/\75-.,»/ Tomorrow

INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
| Today, and

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#*4  CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
OpEv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

Looking to buy used Grasshoppers?
Looking to sell a used Grasshopper?

Go to
http:/www.brownandtanusedzeroturnmowers.com
Or contact

&

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

kay67107 @yahoo.com

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck * Free Estimates!

RESIDENTIAL
Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel :
Al

X \\n 1.4“,/
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 v"%>"w/'. CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > o B QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - i WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | e WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
A \)A
k ‘>'?'ﬂ “&‘4
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COMMERCIAL VACATION SPE C.I ALS ~ From Y#'\“gh‘? Round Trlp Travel
Rubber Single Ply LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | gggg 131 BOOK SUMMER
White TPO Single Ply Eﬁlggw CRUISE . |r_&£|(0/§_el | g ;ssugg i g i VACATIONS NOW!
. ruise & Air ¢ $1, | !
Built Up Systems ALASKAN CRUISE BSTYYRRINTT RS 2l Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
Modified Systems HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3| . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI /?15% i Max 45! and are subject to availability
Per Adu

Colby

Sew & VaC Clases sNatures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

*Viking & Bernina Sewing
Machines ®Vacuums Fabrics

:i‘

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning

1

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical

785'462-6995 situations
www.MyWindowCleaner.net req.uiring .
Free estimates! unique medical

solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




