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Family reels from revelation

of husban’s college aftair

DEAR ABBY: I hardly know
how to put this into words. It is so
difficult. Recently, my husband’s
college roommate came to visit us.
These men are in their 40s, Abby.
My son, whois 16, heard them talk-
ing out on the patio about their life
at college. Obviously, they had no
clue he was near.

It seems that the two of them had
sex with each other that continued
during all the four years they were
in college. Once he got an earful
about their relationship, my son told
me he stopped listening.

AsfarasIknow, this visit was the
first in 10 years. I never for one
moment would have suspected this.
[t has frightened me in so many
ways, and now I need to discuss the
situation with my son and my hus-
band and control the damage. How-
ever, my sonrefuses and is pretend-
ing now that it’s not important.

How do I handle this? We are
simple people, Abby, just plain
people withareal problem. Canyou
helpme? — DUMBFOUNDED IN
SAN JOSE

DEAR DUMBFOUNDED:
Your son may have stopped lis-
tening, but he knew what he
heard wasimportant enough that

Abigail Van Buren

he came and told you. People have
been known to ‘“experiment”
with their sexuality in college, but
a four-year affair goes beyond
experimentation.

You need to find out if your
husband has continued his bi-
sexual activity since college. Ifhe
has, youneed to contact your doc-
tor and be tested for sexually
transmitted diseases.

Once youknow your healthsta-
tus, it will be time to ask your phy-
sician for a referral to a licensed
family therapist who can help you
discuss this with your husband
and your son. For everyone’s
sake, it’s important to do it as
soon as possible.

DEAR ABBY: My parents have
been divorced for abouteight years.
Frankly, they stayed married too
long. They made me and my sib-

® Dear Abby

lings miserable with their constant
fighting. Mom finally left my fa-
ther, and although Dad tried to win
her back, she went through with the
divorce.

Dad is now happily remarried,
and Mom lives with her boyfriend.
My children love their new step-
grandmother, “Ellen,” and they also
love my mother’s boyfriend.

I have never invited Dad to any
of my children’s birthday parties
(my oldest will be 10 next month)
because I invite my mother. How-
ever, [ really like Ellen, and when
my 5-year-old insisted I send invi-
tations to her grandfather and Ellen,
I didn’t hesitate.

My mother is extremely selfish
and self-centered.

She doesn’t want Ellen to have
any kind of relationship with “her”
grandchildren. She has already

called Ellen and told her so in not-
so-nice words.

How can I break it to Mom that
my daughter wants everyone there?
After all, it’s her special day. I'm
glad my dad is happy. I like Ellen,
and my children love her. I have
reached the end of my rope with my
mother, but I’m not sure how to ex-
press my feelings. — IN THE
MIDDLE IN STOCKTON,

DEAR IN THE MIDDLE: Tell
your mother that in this day of
blended families, you are no
longer willing to choose sides.
Explain that you and the kids
would love to have her share these
milestone occasions with you, but
their grandfather and his wife are
part of the extended family and
will be included.

If she doesn’t like it, then it is
her privilege not to attend — but
if she goes that route, she’ll only
be cutting off her nose to spite her
face.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne
Phillips, and was founded by her
mother, Pauline Phillips. Write
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069.

Relationship status
bothers young woman

By Harlan Cohen

Dear Harlan,

I am a 26-year-old single fe-
male professional, and I have
never been in a long-term rela-
tionship. As my closest friends
get into relationships (even the
“perpetually single” one), I find
myself feeling resentful, jealous,
sad, depressed and alone. I find I
have pulled away from them un-
der the guise of “needing space”
orhavingissuesinmy own life. I
feel immature for feeling this
way, but I can’t help myself. I
only feel secure around other
single women, or some married
women whom I have only known
in that context.

I canhardly bear to speak with
my married/engaged/seriously
dating friends because I feel like
afreak.Ijustdon’tcrave beingin
arelationship the way they do. I
feel I am a little different. Or
maybe I haven’t met the kind of
man I feel the need for yet. Please
help me feel more balanced and
less insecure.

Desperate in Boston

Dear Desperate in Boston,

This reminds me of whenIwas
13 years old, attending bar and
bat mitzvah parties and standing

around The Snowball dance
circle. “The Snowball” began
witheveryone gathered inacircle
while the bar mitzvah boy or bat
mitzvah girl picked a partner to
dance with. After acouple of min-
utes, the bandleader would say,
“Snowball.”

Then, the couple would kiss,
splitapart and pick someone new
from the outer circle. After afew
Snowballs, life on the outside felt
like a freak show. At this point,I’d
getthe urge to go to the bathroom
and remove myself from the
circle. The point: Until you can
get comfortable in your role,
what happens in your circle of
friends will make you crazy. At
26, only you can define yourrole
soyou can stand your ground and
stop running. Define your role
and stand proud.

Harlan is the author of “The
Naked Roommate: And 107
Other Issues You Might Run Into
inCollege” (Sourcebooks). Write
Harlan at
harlan(at)helpmeharlan.com or
visit online:
www.helpmeharlan.com. Send
paper to Help Me, Harlan! 2506
N.ClarkSt., Ste.223, Chicago, IL
60614.
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Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.
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Life interrupted.

How will your family survi

I can help. Call today.

21954C N4-04 200401328

Your life can change in an instant.
Are you prepared? Good planning
can mean a lifetime of financial
security for you and your family.

J
C Thrivent Financial for Lutherans:

©2006 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

James (Jim) Jordan

Regional Support Associate
Member-Million Dollar Round Table
Member-NAIFA

Member-NAFIC

800-756-2139
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New Beginnings

Counseling
Services

Douglas Finley, LMSW
Specializing in:
Children,
Adolescent,
Individual,
Marital and
Family
Counseling

422 Smith Drive
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, an S as C Om ¢ Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
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550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

our low rates.

f Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com
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THE SUMMER
HEAT IS ON

24 HOUR
SERVICE

TEMPSTAY

Hea-t_-and Air Inr:.'
“We install the best...service the rest”

785-460-3008

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!

Copratmre

“NCE o-aariet

has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Frankin » 462-3939 Sttt Hoats
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Jim McLaughlin/Agent

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#24 CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999 SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

. dalge
\Colby, Kansas 67701

\

JEFF HARLOW

Cell: 785-443-1 082)

+ Tree Removal & Trimming ¢ Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck * Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby,KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

|

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises ATnurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
prAAL

SN
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 ,'%,,//"w/'. CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > o g S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
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VACATION SPECIALS '#Nights Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel i $250 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo 3| TRAVEL NOW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,050 5|
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.500 128 Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAI Air & Hotel | $740 3 , -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel : $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI 3/13515!3 i Max 45 and are subject to availability
er ult

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing
Machines *Vacuums Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

i
]

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

solutions.

<. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




