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CrosswordMother Goose & Grim • Mike Peters (Sample)

For Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

Mutts • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott (Sample)

 Killing Two Birds With One Stone
     If you’re a careful declarer, you don’t always take
things for granted. Instead, you assume the worst and
try to guard against it. It would be easy to go wrong on
this deal; yet, there is really no good reason for falling
down on the job.
    West leads a diamond against your four-spade con-
tract. There seems to be nothing to the play when dummy
appears — you may lose a club and two hearts — but
everything else looks solid. However, being extra-care-
ful, you recognize that it’s possible to go down if the
trumps are divided 4-0. There’s one quick way to find
out, so you cash the ace of trumps at trick two, and, lo
and behold, your worst fears are realized.
    You’re now sure to lose a club and a spade, which
means that the only way to salvage the contract is to
reduce your two heart losers to one. The $64,000 ques-
tion, therefore, is: How can the hearts be divided so that
you lose only one heart trick?
   A little thought produces the answer. It is true that West
opened the bidding with one heart, but that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean he has the K-J-10. East may have the
jack or ten, in which case the problem can be solved.
   Accordingly, at trick three you lead a spade to the
queen and return a low heart. When East follows low,
you play the eight. West takes his jack and returns a
diamond, which you ruff.
   You cash the king of spades, then play the queen of
hearts, hoping East started with the doubleton ten. Bull’s-
eye! It doesn’t matter whether West covers the queen
or not, since you’ve managed to kill two birds with one
stone and so make the contract.
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Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Test Your Play
  1. Win the trump with the queen, lead a spade to the

ace and return the queen of spades. This virtually assures
the contract, since it enables you to dispose of the 9-8 of
clubs on dummy’s ace of hearts and jack of spades.

   It would be a serious mistake to attempt a spade finesse
at trick two. If the queen lost to the king and North led
another trump, you’d eventually go down one, losing a
club trick as well as the spade trick. The temptation to try
a spade finesse should be firmly resisted.

 2. By far the best plan is to cash the ace of hearts at this
point. If the trumps divide 2-2, the slam is certain even if
the diamonds break 4-1. You would continue with a dia-
mond to the ace, ruff a diamond, ruff a spade and then ruff
another diamond, establishing dummy’s last two dia-
monds as tricks, with a second spade ruff as the entry. At
worst, you’d lose one trick.

  Now let’s suppose North shows out when you cash the
ace of hearts at trick four. In that case, you can still make
the contract if the diamonds are divided normally, that is,
3-2. Lead a diamond to the ace, ruff a diamond, ruff a spade
and then start running dummy’s established diamonds.
You lose a trump trick sooner or later to South’s king, but
that is the only trick you lose.

 It would be wrong to attempt a second heart finesse after
the first one succeeds, since in the process you would waste
a precious entry to dummy that you desperately need to
establish the diamond suit. The contract would become
unmanageable if South started with three hearts to the king,
and you would go down in a slam you could have made.

   Tomorrow: Killing two birds with one stone.
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