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Elderly can be easy prey
for greedy family members

DEAR READERS: Today’s
column continues the discussion
regarding the letter from ‘Per-
turbed in N. Carolina,” who felt
that her grandmother was being
taken advantage of by her aunt
and uncle because she is paying
between $600 and $700 rent a
month, plus a percentage of
household improvements.

“Perturbed” said her parents
would like Grandma to live with
them rent-free, but were afraid to
cause ariftin the family. I1told her
I didn’t think this was something
she should be involved in, and
that her father should talk to his
mother and extend the offer. But
the decision should be his
mother’s to make, and sometimes
mothers feel closer to their
daughters than to their sons.

Many readers felt I should have
responded differently. Read on:

DEAR ABBY: Your answer was
off the mark. I’m the business man-
ager of a skilled nursing facility. I
see firsthand the damage caused by
greedy relatives who suck dry the
assets of their parents or grandpar-
ents, then leave them to be cared for
attaxpayers’ expense.

If Grandma contributed the
money for the daughter’s home
improvements because she wanted
to, that’s her right. However, if the
payments were required by her
daughter as a condition of her resi-
dency, it is quite another issue and

Abigail Van Buren

constitutes exploitation, if notelder
abuse.

If the granddaughter or her dad
cannotor will notintervene directly,
the local office of Adult Protective
Services can be contacted to make
an assessment of the situation. If
elder abuse is determined to be an
issue, legal remedies can be insti-
tuted to recover any money gained
fraudulently, and other living ar-
rangements can be made.

— SUSANW.,, LIVINGSTON,
MONT.

DEAR ABBY: Same thing hap-
pened to my mother! When she
could nolongerlive onherown, my
oldest sister had her move in over
the objections of my sisters and
brother.

Our mom needed special care
that she did not get and after three
years of bleeding Mom dry of both
money and possessions, my sister
moved herinto anursing home. She
didn’t even leave enough for fu-
neral expenses when the time
comes.

Sometimes parents will agree to
whatever it takes to stay someplace

Grant will help restore
Route 66 gas station

BAXTER SPRINGS (AP) —
The Baxter Spring Historical So-
ciety has received a grant to turn a
gas station along historic Route 66
in southeast Kansas into a wel-
come center for the famed high-
way.

The National Park Service
Route 66 Corridor Preservation
Program awarded the society a
$26,202 grant to restore the gas
station’s exterior and provide heat-
ing and air condition. The Baxter
Springs Historical Society, which
owns the building, plans to match
the grant with money or with in-
kind labor.

“Kansas is a real important spot
along theroute,” said Mike Taylor,
director of the Route 66 Corridor
Preservation Program. “Even
though there’s ashort length of the
highway in the state, it’s really full
of some wonderful, historic prop-
erties.”

The Baxter Springs gas station
was builtin 1930 and is “one of the
classic cottage-style Phillips sta-
tions,” Taylor said. “It was a real
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no-brainer for us.”

Mike Kertok, an architect in
Norman, Okla., who has restored
several Phillips 66 stations, said
they began as unattractive tin
shacks. Butby the 1930s, the com-
pany began designing the stations
to blend into neighborhoods.

“They painted them in pretty
garish colors,” Kertok said. “The
original color was emerald green
with orange and blue trim, with
roof shingles of all three colors in
arandom pattern.”

Kertok said pictures he has seen
of the gas station in Baxter Springs
don’tconform to the classic design
and that the builder may have taken
liberties with the company’s plans.

Carla Jordan, who grew up in
Baxter Springs and wrote the grant
application for the historical soci-
ety, said organizers are still look-
ing for additional funding to con-
vert the building into a visitor’s
center.

She also said a chiropractor who
currently works in the building will
be given plenty of time to find a
new location.

“Ireally believe in Kansas Route
66,” Jordan said. “This is my op-
portunity to give back to my home-
town.”

Phyllis Abbott, president of the
Baxter Springs Historical Society,
said she hopes the renovated gas
station promotes Route 66 in Kan-
sas and neighboring states, while
benefiting the local economy.

“Right here on the route, it will
be kind of a high-profile stop,”
Abbott said.

Information from: The Joplin
Globe, www.joplinglobe.com
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Services

Need your house painted? Call

Welter’s Painting, 785-626-3691. See

our ad in the Fiest Directory.
——8/31—10/9— —-

CLIP & SAVE: CarpetCleaning-Any 3
rooms—$109.95. Dry-foam. Servicing
NW Kansas mileage free since 1987.
A+ Cleaner (785) 538-2526, Johnene
Cheney.

——8/14—9/5———

Will sew anything. Alterations, custom

design, no pattern necessary. Call

Jallow 785-460-0410.
——8/9——9/5———

We buy guns. Collections or one at a

time. Cash paid. Northwest Arms and

Service. 785-626-3700.
——4/25—tfin— —-

Pets / Supplies

Miniature Dachshund puppies. Dew

claws clipped and shots. Really cute,

come see them. 785-460-6749.
——8/23—8/28— —-
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