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There are plenty of the

classic novels to go around

I'once heard it said that “talent is
temporary, but genius forever.”
This quote seemed befitting of
my thoughts following along over-
due reading of “The Agony and the
Ecstasy: ANovel of Michelangelo”
by Irving Stone. As perhaps the
single worst artist ever to walk the
earth, it was easy for me to appreci-
ate the genius of Michelangelo. As
areader,] am encouraged that there
are far more pieces of great litera-
ture like “The Agony and the Ec-
stasy” than I will ever be able read.
In aday and age where many au-
thors are churning out books like
sausage in a sausage factory, the
shelf-life of even the most “tal-
ented” authors seems to be dwin-
dling. However, itis encouraging to
know that there will always be
plenty of time-tested classics pro-
duced by the literary “geniuses” of
our world just waiting to be read. I
wonder what contemporary litera-
ture we will view as “classics” in 50
years. Then again, perhaps it will
take 50 years to see the genius of our
contemporary authors.
Billionaire Mark Cuban’s self-
proclaimed favorite book is the
classic “The Fountainhead” written
by Ayn Rand. Perhaps more of an
inspiration than many of us would
care to see, Howard Roark (the
main character) harbors many of the
character traits of Cuban himself.
Howard has been expelled from
the Stanton School of Architecture
much to the pleasure of his rival
schoolmate Peter Keating. Their
views of architecture are at com-
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plete odds with one another.
Keating will do what it takes to
please his customer and quickly
finds success in New York as an ar-
chitect. Roark, though Keating’s
equal and much more innovative,
has a single-mindedness that is
without compromise. His success
is, at least initially, quite the oppo-
site of what Keating has achieved.
However, through his persistence
and his willingness to stay true to
himself, Roark is compensated dur-
ing his architectural career with a
reward much more satisfying than
money.

Speaking of compensation, what
do Bill and Melinda Gates have in
common besides a marriage and
lots of money?

They are both fascinated with the
book “The Great Gatsby” by F
Scott Fitzgerald. How ironic you
might think that one of the major
themes of “The Great Gatsby” is the
corrupting influence of money.
Wouldn’t it be interesting and
maybe a little paradoxical to find
out that this book was in some way
an inspiration for the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation, the
singlelargest philanthropicentity in
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the world. If you missed it in high
school, read in this book about the
life and tragedy of the mysterious
Jay Gatsby.

Just a guess at this point, but my
top picks for contemporary giant
authors in a few select genres in-
clude Stephen King for horror, Tom
Clancy for political thrillers, J.K.
Rowling for young adult/fantasy,
and Stephen Ambrose for historical
non-fiction. I’m sure many of you
also have an opinion on this matter
which I would love to hear. I'm
sorry though, that I cannot accept
Janet Evanovich or Kitty Kelley as
legitimate contenders for giant au-
thor of the 21st century.

Read a classic and enjoy your
week.

Pioneer Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 375 West Fourth and open
seven days a week. Summer hours
are as follows: Monday through
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thurs-
day,9 a.m.-8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-5
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; and
Sunday, 1 p.m.-4 p.m. For more in-
formation contact the library at460-
4470 or visit our Web site at
www.colbylibrary.com. As always,
we are here to serve you.

Morning-after pill advocates
declare partial victory

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pro-
ponents of allowing nonpre-
scription access to the morning-
after pill vowed to continue
pressing for unrestricted sales of
the emergency contraceptive
after the government agreed to
allow pharmacy sales to women
18 and over without a doctor’s
order.

Thursday’s ruling by the Food
and Drug Administration repre-
sents a compromise in a three-
year battle over easing restric-
tions on the drug, which has
been available only by prescrip-
tion since 1999. The drug’s
manufacturer, joined by some
lawmakers and medical groups,
want the pills made available
without a prescription to all
ages.

Fornow, the FDA still will re-
quire girls 17 and younger to get
a prescription to buy the pills,
called Plan B. Beginning later
this year, women — and men
buying for their partners — who
are 18 and older may buy the pill
without a prescription.

Advocates long have argued
that easier access could halve
the nation’s 3 million annual un-
planned pregnancies, reducing
in turn the number of abortions.
The compromise decision will
hinder that goal, they said.

“While we are glad to know
the FDA finally ended its foot-
dragging on this issue, Planned
Parenthood is troubled by the
scientifically baseless restric-
tion imposed on teenagers,”

Planned Parenthood President
Cecile Richards said. “The U.S.
has one of the highestrates of teen
pregnancy in the Western world.
Anything that makes it harder for
teenagers to avoid unintended
pregnancy is bad medicine and
bad public policy.”

An estimated 41 countries al-
low emergency contraceptives to
be sold without a prescription,
Planned Parenthood said. It
wasn’t immediately clear how
many, if any, have age restric-
tions.

U.S. opponents worry that
greater availability of the pills
will increase promiscuity and pro-
mote use of the pills by sexual
predators.

“If the FDA thinks thatenacting
an age restriction will work, or
that the drug company will en-
forceit... thenthey are livingina
dream world,” said Wendy
Wright, president of Concerned
Women for America, which led
the opposition.

As a condition of approval, the
drug’s manufacturer, Barr Phar-
maceuticals Inc., agreed to use
anonymous shoppers and other
methods to check whether phar-
macists are enforcing the age re-
striction.

“I’m sure the FDA will follow
through on that and make sure
these important conditions are es-
tablished and enforced,” said
White House spokeswoman Dana
Perino.

Barr hasn’t said what the non-
prescription pills will cost when

they go on sale, perhaps as early
as November. They now cost
$25 to $40 in prescription form.

The pills will be sold only
from behind the counter at phar-
macies, not at convenience
stores or gas stations. Pharma-
cists will check photo identifica-
tion.

Plan B contains a concen-
trated dose of the same drug
found in many regular birth con-
trol pills.

If a woman takes Plan B
within 72 hours of unprotected
sex, she can lower the risk of
pregnancy by up to 89 percent.
Plan B is different from the abor-
tion pill: If a woman already is
pregnant, Plan B has no effect.

The FDA’s long delay in de-
ciding on Barr’s application en-
snared President Bush’s nomi-
nee to head the regulatory
agency, Dr. Andrew von
Eschenbach. Following the
FDA'’s announcement Thursday,
Sens. Hillary Rodham Clinton,
D-N.Y., and Patty Murray, D-
Wash., said they would lift their
block on the nomination, mak-
ingitlikely von Eschenbach will
win confirmation as FDA chief,
perhaps next month.

That won’t settle the drawn-
out Plan B controversy. The
Center for Reproductive Rights
said alawsuitfiled last year to do
away with all age restrictions
would continue.

Food and Drug Administra-
tion: http://www.fda.gov/
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To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call Crystal or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

you!!!
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David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

Get On-Line
for Value!
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nwkansas.com

Call 462-3963 or stop by

155 W. 5th St., Colby

The
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e Faucets ¢

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen

& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Rory Henry e

Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

ms

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company'/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

www.fbfs.com
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24 HOUR
SERVICE

TEMPSTEY

Hea-t_and Air Int:.-
“We install the best...service the rest”

785-460-3008

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!
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has been serving

490 N. Franklin ¢ 462-3939
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NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

Serving Your Insurance Needs

!
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and
Tomorrow

Jim McLaughlin/Agent
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New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

\Colby, Kansas 67701

~

JEFF HARLOW

CeII 785 443- 1082

1114 Main, Gem (785) 462-3501

+ Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck -« Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill,
Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Colby, KS

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!
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WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CrulsesATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars

R 2 u <«
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155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 BEY S CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4w R WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | \ut WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
-Iﬂv&
VACATION SPECIALS o V#nghts Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel i $250 4:
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | sssoo b3l TRAVEL NOWw!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.060 | 5!
ALASKAN CRUISE G YRR I Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel |  $740 | 3| . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI s}?g i Max 45! and are subject to availability
Per Adult

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

Machines ®Vacuums Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

solutions.

&=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




