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Smiling receptionist is not happy

DEAR ABBY: I am working
temporarily as a receptionist. I get
tired of greeting people, butI puton
a smile and do it. But it upsets me
when I make contact with someone
and say, “Good morning,” only to
have him or her look away and ig-
nore me.

Would it be OK to say, “Excuse
me, I said, ‘Good morning’”?If not,
how do you suggest dealing with
rude people like these? I think they
should be made aware of their poor
manners. But how?

Too many people think it’s all
right to grunt inaudibly, or worse,
completely ignore the greeting.

— TIRED OF SMILING,
RICHMOND, VA.

DEAR TIRED OF SMILING:
As a receptionist, your job is to
offer a smiling, friendly welcome
for your employer when clients
walk in the door. Of course, the
usual and proper response to a
courteous and friendly greeting is
toreturnit. People who don’t are
rude — or may have serious prob-
lems on their minds. However, it
is NOT your job to teach them
good manners, something their
mothers should have done years
ago. My advice to you is to keep
smiling, and also keep looking for
a job you find more fulfilling.

DEAR ABBY: My father died
suddenly a short time ago. Ever
since, I have been having a hard
time trying to sort out my feelings.
[ have yet to break down and cry,
and I don’t know how to say
goodbye to a man who meant so
much to me and my siblings. He was
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a great man, my hero, and the only
man [ have ever wanted to be like.
Abby, I feel guilty aboutnot hav-
ing broken down and cried yet. I
want those feelings to come, but
they won’t. Please give me some

advice.
— GORDON IN IOWA

DEAR GORDON: Please ac-
cept my condolences for the loss
of your father. Thereisno “right”
or “wrong” way to grieve. Death
issomething that affects different
people in different ways. Some-
times the survivors feel numb,
which may be why it’s hard for
you to cry.

Please do not feel guilty about
this. Joining a grief support
group might help you in getting
through this period. However, the
last thing you need on top of the
pain of your loss right now is to
beat yourself up because you
haven’t behaved in a fashion you
thought you “should” have.

DEAR ABBY: My sister-in-law
never stops bragging about herkids.
And these brats constantly compete
to be the center of attention, spite-
fully putting my children down at
family gatherings.

My mother-in-law spends alot of
extra time with these kids because
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they are involved in athletics. My
children are about the same age, but
when I’'m around my mother-in-
law, all she talks about are the niece
and nephew. She never asks about
my children. T have taken to politely
excusing myself when she does
this, or when my sister-in-law starts
bragging, or her kids start drawing
attention to themselves.

Is this the proper way to handle
this problem?

— READY TO SCREAM IN
OLYMPIA, WASH.

DEARREADYTO SCREAM:
Your sister-in-law appears to be
anatural when it comes to public
relations. Surely your own chil-
dren have some accomplishment
that you can pipe up and mention
at these family gatherings.

Leaving the roomis not the way
to handle this. Speaking up and
talking about what caring,
thoughtful, creative children
your children are is something
you should have started doing
long ago.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Mother-in-law taking up time

BY DR. JOYCE BROTHERS
Dear Dr. Brothers: Against my
better judgment, I let my husband
move his mother into our home
when her last lease was up and she
was complaining about being
lonely. She’s been alone for years,
but now she seems to need constant
attention. I am used to being an
empty nester, with my children
grown and noone tying me down as
long as [amhome at 6 p.m. to make
dinner. Now I feel I have to be at my
mother-in-law’s beck and call all
day. She’s notill or disabled in any
way, just lonesome and needy. My
husband says he would do the same
for my mother, were she still living.
How do I answer that,and how do 1
get my freedom back?
—FR.
Dear F.R.: Youneed to sitdown
with your husband and see if you
candivide up the duties that seem
to make having an extra family
member in your home such a
chore. She needn’t be made
aware that you are taking turns
cooking her dinner or watching
her favorite TV show with her,
but it will make it more pleasant
for everyone if you each have
some downtime. It doesn’t sound
as though you have any real emo-
tional connection with your
husband’s mother. That’s too
bad. Perhaps you would find her
easier to live with if you could find
some common interests to talk
about, read about or go see —
such as ashopping trip or attend-
ing a class or lecture together.
Also, since your mother-in-law
is not infirm in mind or body, why
don’t you introduce her to some
other women and men her age
through alocal seniors’ center or
religious institution, if sheis inter-
ested in that sort of thing? Hav-
ing her own set of friends and ac-
tivities would certainly help you
regain that sense of freedom you
so enjoy. You can call upon your
husband to do some thinking, too
— the more he pitchesin, the less
resentment you’re going to feel.
Dear Dr. Brothers: I know you
will think I am aterrible person, but
[ am taking a chance that you might
understand. I can’t really confess
this to anyone else. My fiance is in
[raq for at least six more months
(he’s been away for almost a year
already). Instead of feeling more
attached to him and counting the
daysuntil he comes home, I am feel-
ing more and more like I wish I
didn’tknow him. The truth s, I for-
get what we are all about. There’s
another guy I would like to go out
with, butIdon’t wanttohaveto give
up my ring. What should I do?
—AlJ.
Dear A.J.: Long-distance rela-
tionships are always difficult, and
having your fiance away in a war
zone adds all sorts of extra stress
to your vision of a future together.
With irregular communication
because of the circumstances, it’s
easy tolose the intimacy you built
up before your fiance’s depar-
ture, and another guy who is
within your grasp seems a lot
morereal to youright now. Those

around you are probably all en-
meshed in the fantasy romance
between you two separated lov-
ers, which puts even more pres-
sure on you to maintain that vi-
gnette of the maiden and her re-
turning hero. Dumping a soldier
in a war zone is bound to mark
youas acruel and heartless lover.
I’m sure all these ideas are com-
plicating your decision.

So ... you need to decide if it is
worth it to send a Dear John let-
ter or wait for that next overseas
phone call to drop the bomb. You

should give some thought to how
that will make you feel, and how
your boyfriend will react. You can
justify just about any action by
wanting to be honest and truth-
ful, but I am suggesting that you
give some thought to your timing.
Ifyoudecide youhave to break up
with him, telling him face to face
ismorerespectful and seems to be

a better way of doing things. If

you can wait it out to see him,
you’ll feel better about every-

thing in the end.
(c) 2006 by King Features
Syndicate
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Seamless Rain Gutter

FREE estimates
22 colors available

Installed by Ron Lucke

719-346-8840
cell 719-349-8840 Burlington CO

Soffit, Fascia

J

Colby, KS
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TUBBS & SONS FORD SALES

- www.fordcarsofcolby.com

800-369-3673 - 460-6746

2006 Town Ca cutive, Blue w/
Gray Leather, 11K Miles, Loaded!

2000 Ram 1500 Ext. Cab 4x4, Blue

S|Iver w/Flint Cloth, 5.9L V-8, 65K
$12,995

2002 F150 Supercab XLT 4x4, White
w/Flint Cloth, V-8, 63K Miles
$16,850

2003 Dodge1500 QuadCab White
w/Flint Cloth, V-8, 67K Miles

Black w/Tan Cloth, V-8, PL, PW, P
Seat, Cruise, 92K Miles  $10,995

1998 GMC K2500 Supercab 4x4,

Crafiy kid

TISHA COX/Colby Free Press

Cosette O'Brien of Colby worked on a craft project during the Northwest Research-Extension
Center Field Day Thursday. Children had the chance to get “crafty” while their parents learned
about the right way to care for grass or the flower trial the experiment station participated in this
summer.

( Reach over 14,000 homes
weekly with our

Colby Free Press/Country
\ Advocate combo ads

AVERAGE PAY
$57,000/YR
e MIN. STARTING PAY $18.00/HR.

= FEDERAL BENEFITS
e NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

1-800-584-1775

NO EXPERIENCE?

A@E S D S,
General Public ﬁ
Transportation VanET[

Hours 8 amto 4 pm
Days Monday - Friday
Phone:

460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)

443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm) No P““BIEM schneiderjohs.com
possible call for .

Fr{"eservavtlons gy 11 am As a driver for Schneider National Orcall

the previous business we’ll train you in every

day. Provided to Colby, i aspect of the job. 1'800'M'PBII]E

Brewster, Gem, Menlo, (1-800-347-1433)

Rexford and a Portion of
Oakley as needed.

“This Project Funded in
Part by the KDOT i

Public Transit Program”

£, oy, ), S, S, S,

¢ Company-provided CDL training
for qualified candidates

. $33,500-$60,500 (depending on experience)

¢ | ow-cost medical and dental
insurance
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1997 F150 XL 4x4, White w/Brown
Cloth, 6 Cyl. $4,995

5.0L V-8 $3,500

1996 F150 4x2, White w/Gray Cloth,

2004 Grand Marquis, Green w/Tan
Cloth, 17K Miles $13,850

1999 Crown Vic LX, Blue w/Blue
Cloth, 4.6L V-8, 82K Miles  $7,500

2005 F150 STX Supercab 4x2,
Gray w/Cloth, V-8, Aluminum

Wheels, 17K Miles $18,850

Showcased Homes of the Week
JUST LISTED  asiic biol BREWSTER

. fjhome situated
in great area.
Corner lot,
well groomed | ©
w/ sprinklers.
4-5 BR,
3 attached

grgs.
(U, 1024 Court Terrace ~ $114,000
‘ FINISHED ATTIC
Nesrovan [l 7 J,
lovely home.
= Family room
| w/ fireplace,
spacious

deck off
kitchen.

So very
affordable.
Brick older
home with
large front
greeting
.. jporch, bsmt,
“A 2-cargrg,
central heat
& air.

5BR, 2 bath
spacious
home,
full bsmt,
2-car grg,
underground
sprinklers.

420 lllinois Ave ~ $39,900
‘ NEW LOOK
A must see
traditional
home. :
3BR, 2 bath i
home on
tree-lined

~ | street. Look/
make offer.

2 BR, 2 bath
brick home.
Spacious
family room
addition, new
floor covering,
paint, light
fixtures,
appliances &
uch more

330 W. 5th ~ $92,500 445 Lawrence ~ $99,500

THE ONE SO PERFECT

Brick, large
5 BR family
home. Two
recreation
areas, !
formal areas,
private
master BR.
Let’s Look!

<2

2 story, 3 BR,
3 bath,
custom

decorated
home. This

‘ homeis
simply

“AWESOME”.

y ‘ 1000 E. 9th ~ $78,500
GARAGE SALE
Super large
family home
or perfect
for 1
entertaining.
Over 5,000

sq. feet&
4-car

% 3 BR, 2 bath,
A 2-cargrg.
0 This is a very
Ml sharp one-
level home

with open floor

plan; efficient
wood-burning
fireplace.

11/2 story,
3BR,
. M2 bath home.
Very
A attractive
= kitchen, easy
4 access to
rear yard

deck. 1811 Harvey Court ~ $149,900
BEAUTIFUL
You can
easily own
this clean &
Sharp 2BR |-

cottage.
Central heat

585 Austin ~ $95,000
GREAT VALUE

635 W. 4th ~ $79,500
WHY RENT?

Lots of home
for your
money.

4 BR, 2 bath,
1-car grg,
main floor

laundry.

Be sure to
stop by our
office before
your next
| garage sale
7 & check out
a couple of
signs.

3 BR, 2 bath
home from
~fl yesteryear.
¥ Such
romantic
charm with
traditional
stability.

940 W. 2nd ~ $76,000 985 S. Range ~ $249,000

Residential Properties + 1830 w. 5* - $138,000 +540 N. Chick - $59,900 # 1165 Ct. Terrace - $147,900 #330'S.
Chick - $56,000 ¢ 665 W. Walnut - $54,500 ¢ 1385 W. 1% - $76,000 ¢ 1380 E. 8" - $158,000 ¢ 265 W. 6™ - $118,900 ¢ 1455
W. 4% - $61,500 ¢ 915 Mentlick - $49,900 ¢ 480 Sherman - $49,900 ¢ 160 N. School - $57,500 ¢ 840 E. 6™ — 44,500 ¢ 175 E.
Hill - $64,500 ¢ 1015 W. 35" Goodland - $159,900 ¢ 635 W. 4" - $79,500 & 350 E. 4% - $43,000 e 545 Martin - $16,500 ¢ 985
W. 4™ - $89,900 ¢ 1240 W. 5% - $54,900 ¢ 1165 Wheatridge - $194,000¢ 202 — 2™ St, Grinnell - $69,900 + 1840 W. 5" -
$94,000 & 102 Jefferson, Grinnell - $55,000 ¢ 215 Kansas Ave, Brewster - $38,500 ¢ 685 N. Court - $72,500 ¢ 1161 Summer
Sun - $89,900 425 W. 6™ - $96,500 ¢ 1433 — 16", Hoxie - $82,500 ¢ 1345 E. 8" - $83,900

Residential Building Lots « Lots 7 & 8, Block 3, Pioneer Add. #2 - $13,000 # Lots 3 & 4, Block 2, Monterey
Sub. - $20,000 4 Lot 1, Block 2, El Chaparral Add. - $7,500 ¢ Lots 1-3, E 10’ Lot 4, Block 57, Southview Addition - $12,500 ¢
Lots 11 & 12, Block 57, Southview Addition - $6,500 ¢ Approx. 4.4 Acre Rural Lot South of Colby - $17,000 ¢

For Detailed Information & Color Photos, please visit our website at www.stockrealtyandauction.com

MOLLY J. 785-460-SOLD (7653); 1-800-258-3318 ROCK L.
gel;lldveﬁl?l _' A QUALITY LAND BROKERS & AUCTIONEERS BEDORE
Sounie | stk __ STOCK REALTY & AUCTION CO. H e

462-6133 (res.) [ 390N Frankin, Suite 100, Colby, KS 67701 462-6930 (res.)




