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Judgement proves to bewrong TV LLISTINGS

DEARABBY:Irecently learned
alesson aboutnot judging abook by
its cover. A young man and his di-
vorced mother moved into our quiet
neighborhood of mostly retirees
and young couples who have not yet
started families. When we first laid
eyes on the young man, we saw a
guy with shoulder-length hair
dressed all in black — complete
with black fingernail polish and
black eyeliner. Everyone thought
the worst: “Oh, no! Aheathen devil-
worshipper!” Afew months later, he
presented himself in ragged jeans,
aflannel shirt, his head completely
shaved. Again we thought the
worst: “He’s turned into one of
those neo-Nazi skinheads!”

I later learned from his mother
that her son is a sociology major at
a university about 200 miles from
here. (He had to evacuate during
Hurricane Katrina as alarge portion
of the campus was destroyed.) The
black attire we first saw was for a
costume party he was attending that
evening. He grows his hair long to
donate to Locks of Love, which
uses it to make wigs for cancer pa-
tients who have lost their hair dur-
ing chemo, hence the shaved head.

He spends his summers working
with groups going to underprivi-
leged countries to teach the children
to read and write.

He also goes with Doctors With-
out Borders to help inoculate people
who have never had the basic child-
hood vaccinations against rubella,
tetanus, etc.

I feel completely ashamed of
myself for forming such an opinion
about this wonderful young person
simply from his appearance ata dis-
tance.

I have since gotten to know him
during his weekend visits home to
see his mother and have discovered
whatan intelligent, compassionate,
giving individual he is, and I am
honored to have him as a neighbor.

Please warn your readers not to
make the same mistake I and the rest
of my neighbors made in judging a
worthwhile young man by his ap-
pearance at first glance.

— ASHAMED IN BRANSON,
MO.

DEARASHAMED: With plea-
sure. Your letter is a timely one
because it applies not only to in-
dividuals who dress differently,
but also to people of different
races and religions. It illustrates

Abigail Van Buren

that hand in hand withignorance
walks prejudice.

DEARABBY:Iama?25-year-old
woman who still bears a grudge to-
ward my mother. We never had a
good relationship, butitreally went
downhill after my father died. (I
was 13 when it happened.) My fa-
ther always stuck up for me, and he
committed suicide in our basement.

I did something when I was 13
that I deeply regret. I told my
mother to check down there when
we heard noises, but she didn’t lis-
ten to me. Our relationship has
never been the same. [ have blamed
my mother every day ever since for
not saving him. I rarely talk to her
now.

The thing that makes me so mad
is that my father’s death was her
fault. Dad and I were very close and
I'miss him every day.

How can I get past my mother
killing my dad? After his death, my
mother put me in the care of the
Department of Children and Fam-
ily Services. I am glad I was put
there, but I am mad that she killed
my dad and gave up on me.

So how do I get past all this an-
ger toward her that I have kept in-
side for so many years?

— MISSING MY DAD IN
ILLINOIS

DEARMISSING DAD: Idon’t
blame you for being angry about
your father’s death, but because
you were only 13, you aimed your
anger at the wrong parent. Your
mother didn’t kill your father.
Your father killed himself, prob-
ably because he had been strug-
gling for along time with the men-
tal illness of chronic depression.
Your mother did not go to check
on the noises in the basement for
the same reason that you didn’t
— she didn’t realize what they
meant. As to why you were sent to
“family services,” it is very pos-
sible that your mother was as dev-
astated by the loss of your father
as you were.

You need more answers than

® Dear Abby

any uninvolved third party can
give you, and the person to pro-
vide them is your mother. There-
fore, I urge that you call her and
arrange to have a frank conver-
sation with her — preferably in
the presence of amediator such as
aclergyperson. Thisis something
that’s long overdue.

DEARABBY:I'ma 14-year-old
girl with a problem. I am starting
high school as afreshman. Last year
I got into more trouble at school
than I ever have been in my entire
life. I even got kicked out of a pro-
gram that’s supposed to help stu-
dents get into a good college. My
grades went down, and I have been
talking back not only to my teach-
ers but also to my mother. Mom
thinks it’s because my father is
dead.

Can you tell me something that
will help me stop talking back?

— TALKING BACK IN
VIRGINIA

DEAR TALKING BACK: I
have a couple of suggestions that
might help. The first is, because
your father passed away within
the last couple of years, your
mother may be right. If it’s true
that your problem is repressed
anger over your father’s death,
then counseling, or a grief sup-
port group, might help you to ex-
press feelings in an acceptable
way.

Another effective way to ex-
press your emotions would be to
start a journal and write in it ev-
ery night. A journal is a healthy
place to dump anger and frustra-
tion, as well as confide your
hopes, dreams and victories. The
more of your feelings you get
“out,” the fewer your outbursts
will be — and that’s a promise.

Editor’s note: Dear Abby is writ-
ten by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.

Photographer shares photos of 9/11

NEW YORK (AP) — “I’'m no
historian,” claimed Joel
Meyerowitz.

But five years ago, the longtime
professional photographer created
avaluable historical document like
no other.

Twelve days after the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks, Meyerowitz ven-
tured into the vast pit of debris that
was once the World Trade Center to
photograph the rubble and the re-
covery.

He took thousands of pictures
during the nine months of his daily
mission, 400 of which are repro-
duced in his book, “Aftermath:
World Trade Center Archive.”

Interviewed in his 11th-floor stu-
dio on the Upper West Side,
Meyerowitz, 68 and a Bronx native,
said he immediately realized the
importance of documenting this
historic event.

His attempts to gain access to the
site met with bureaucratic road-
blocks and dead-ends; even when
he managed to enter with the help
of a friend in city government, he
was sometimes ejected by authori-
ties who told him they were “just
following orders.”

But bumping into — literally —
a group of eight officers from the
New York Police Department’s Ar-
son and Explosion Squad changed
things. When they heard about his
mission and saw his quaint little
wooden camera, they became his
protectors and his ticket to free ac-
cess to the site.

“Meeting them made this book
possible,” Meyerowitzsaid. “Towe
this book to them.”

Meyerowitz pays tribute to them
also in the selection of the dust
jacket photo, an assembled pan-
oramic view of the site taken from
the roof of a neighboring building
at night. The officers led him with
flashlights up the stairs of the
blacked-outbuilding and to its roof,
from where he made the image.

The color photos in the large-for-
mat volume — it measures 15by 11
inches and has 347 pages — are ar-
ranged chronologically, from Sept.
23,2001, Meyerowitz’s firstday on
the site, to June 21, 2002.
Meyerowitz also provides text that
explains the circumstances of some
images or relates his thoughts, an-
ecdotes or background information.

Meyerowitz said he used no pho-
tography tools to create special ef-
fects.

“Every picture was taken with a
1-to-1lens,” he said. “I wanted au-
thenticity. I wanted to give viewers
the sense of being in the place ... and
to give the feeling of what it looked
like to all who couldn’t go there.”

When asked about his first reac-
tion to being on the site, he noted
that TV and newspaper pictures
made everything look so distant.
“But once you’re next to it, it’s riv-
eting and awesome — like standing
nextto amountain,” he said. “I was
shaking involuntarily and felt [ had
lost some control.”

Even though he eventually be-
came “familiar” with the place, he
said, “I never got used to the emo-
tional jolt. Icouldn’t turn away from
the emotional-physical connection.
I felt that if these photos were go-
ing to be historical, that visceral
connection was necessary. I didn’t
need to make art, just to make pic-
tures that spoke to viewers and that
viewers could connect to.”

The photos, now part of the per-
manent collection of the Museum of
the City of New York, had been dis-
played nationwide in a traveling
exhibition in 2002.

“I am shocked when people call
them ‘beautiful,”” Meyerowitz
said. “I was justdocumenting what
was there. If there was beauty, the
place had it and it was there.”

Many of the images were taken
with a red mahogany box camera
with brass fittings and black bel-
lows that was made in 1946. He
credits the unusual instrument for
being a “charm” that helped him in
ways he couldn’t have planned.
“People curious about my camera
would lead me to sites ‘you have to
gosee.””

Besides the images of piles of
rubble and twisted wreckage, and of
dust and dirt and scraps, are those
of people: firefighters and police
officers, ironworkers and security
guards, mechanics and welders.
There are mourners and clergy, and
volunteers from the Red Cross and
Salvation Army, and emergency
medical technicians including
“Miss September” from the EMT
calendar.

And there are the “rakers,” some
on their hands and knees, tirelessly
sifting through the dust looking for
any trace of anything that might
matter.“The men and women work-
ing there did so with incredible de-
votion,” Meyerowitz said. “They
made it a spiritual place.”

His project ended when the site
was closed in May 2002, nine
months after the attacks.

“The work had invigorated me in
away thatreminded me of my early
years as a photographer,” he re-
called.

“Asitended, Ifeltthis longing for
it to begin again. It was a profound
experience. It’s not that I wanted the
disaster to happen again, I just
wanted to experience the higher
energy of those early days.”

He said he missed the structure of
having somewhere to go every day,
as well as the challenges of the
project and the camaraderie of the
workers.

On the first day of summer, three
weeks after the site closed,
Meyerowitzhad “acrazy impulse to
spend some time there.” The result
was the book’s last photo, in which
a small clump of new, rich green
grass is seen sprouting from be-
neath a littered and rusted train
track.

“I was walking around in this
huge empty pit — so solemn — I
was the only one in there. By
chance, I just noticed the grass. I
stood looking down.” He won-
dered, “How long were those seeds
there?”

The tracks of the commuter rail-
road had run under the buildings,
but now, exposed by the destruc-
tion, had seen sunlight and felt rain-
drops for the first time.
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WEEKDAYS

SEPTEMBER 5 - SEPTEMBER 11
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DSC Paid Paid Paid Paid American Chopper |Varied Programs  [Cash Cash Varied Programs
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(cC) tainment |ing-Jim |ing-dim |ing-Jim |ing-Jim (cC) (cC) (N) (CC)
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ESPN Sports- |NFL Live [2006 World Series |2006 World Series |The Contender (N) S@onsCenter (Live) |Baseball |NFL Live
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edding. oL /[ A&E Crossing Jordan  |CSI: Miami Bunk Dog the Bounty Criss Criss Movi- Criss CSI: Miami Bunk
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