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Today’s Cryptoquip Chue: V equals R

“l want this one to last a long time,
so | won't let it get near any bats.”

Bridge

1. You are declarer with the West
hand at Three Notrump. North leads
the K-Q of clubs, which you duck,
and then the jack, on which South
shows out. How would you play the
hand®?

West East
P K J10 5 “® Q82
Y AKS YOQO6549
* A Q ®J 743
@ A O 42 *f 3 6

2. You are declarer with the West
hand at Four Hearts, and North leads
the five of hearts. You win South’s
nine and return a high heart. North
takes the ace and returns the heart
eight, which you win, South having
discarded two diamonds. How would
yvou play the hand?

West East
» K 10 ® J 75
YK QJ104 3 Y762
* K o6 * A4
o+*J I 6 oA K 109 3
Test Your Play

1. If North has the ace of spades, you cannot make
the contract, so you must assume South has the ace.
However, it would be wrong to lead a spade at this point

because South would win and most likely return a dia-
mond. You would then be faced with the critical question
of whether to take the diamond finesse or rely on a 3-3 heart
break instead — and you would have no way of knowing
which to do.

You can avoid this dilemma by first cashing the A-K-
Qofhearts. If the suitdivides 3-3, you cash the fourth heart
and then force out the ace of spades to assure nine tricks.
If the hearts turn out to be divided 4-2, you can then fall
back on the diamond finesse to try to make the contract.

By testing the hearts before attacking spades, you give
yourself two chances to succeed instead of just one.

2. There is a possibility of scoring the rest of the tricks
by taking a club finesse, but there is also the possibility of
going down if the finesse loses to the queen and South
returns a spade, putting you in position to lose two spade
tricks.

You can guarantee the contract against any lie of the
cards by crossing to dummy with a diamond and leading
alow spade toward your hand. Let’s assume South follows
low and you lose the ten to the queen.

This is no great hardship because whatever North re-
turns, you win and next force out the ace of spades, estab-
lishing dummy’s jack as a trick on which you can discard
aclub. The most you can lose with this approach is a heart
and two spades.

Tomorrow: A little effort goes a long way.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
@®J 10 7
YQ765
® Q76
+* A 6 5
WEST EAST
@®» @® I 63
¥JoO83 YAK 1042
¢ J 1032 ® 9 5
$OQJ 104 0 I 2
SOUTH
@ AK Q952
v _
®* AK 84
oK 73
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6 »

* strong, artificial
Opening lead queen of clubs.

A Little Effort Goes a Long Way

Assume you are declarer at six spades and West
leads the queen of clubs. How would you play the hand?
If you don’t give the matter much thought, you might
win the club, draw trumps and eventually end up down
one, losing a club and a diamond when the diamonds
divide 4-2 rather than 3-3.

You can make the slam, however, if you follow a more
promising but less obvious line of play. After winning
the club with the king and playing the ace of trumps,
you lead a diamond to the queen and another diamond
back to the ace.

After both opponents follow suit, you lead a trump
to the ten, producing this position:

North

[S] J

[H] Q765
[D] 7

[C] A6
West

[H] J98
[D] J 10
[C] J104
East

[S] 8

[H] AK1042
[C] 98
South

[S] KQ95
[D] K8

[C] 73

You now lead dummy’s last diamond, and East is
helpless. If he ruffs, you follow low and later discard
dummy’s club loser on the king of diamonds. Your third
club can then be ruffed in dummy.

If East discards instead of ruffing the diamond, you
win with the king, ruff the eight of diamonds with dummy’s
jack and later lose only a club to make the slam.
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“It’s a small cut, so | think it’ll only
need one gaw.”



