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Generational
transition

Mallard
Fillmore
• Bruce Tinsley

Never to forget

If you have access to the internet go to this
URL.  If not, think about the Salem witch trials,
the stocks in the middle of town square, even the
violent capture, trial, and crucifixion of Christ.
Or in modern time, the fanatical terrorism and
demonstrations around the world (Iraq, abortion
clinics, political protests turned violent at trade
centers, even the civil rights protests that erupt
into violence).  Both the pros and cons have been
guilty of violence.

h t t p : / / a t h e i s m e . f r e e . f r / R e l i g i o n /
In_the_name_of_God

When we look back in history, we find the
Jews, the Roman Catholic church, the Muslim
organization, many of the denominations born
out of the reformation, the New Age groups, and
nearly all the other religions have attempted to
establish their superiority in the world.  The vio-
lence depicted in these scenes reveals the nature
of man, not the nature of God!

Look at these pictures and then tell me —
Would Jesus take the podium, with microphones
broadcasting around the world, to declare His
sovereign power to coerce all of humanity to
accept His theology and political system?  (This
URL depicts President Bush, but, rest assured,
we have spokesman representing all political
and religious organizations declaring their way
is the only way.)  Would Jesus organize militias
and terrorist volunteers to reign destruction
against any who didn’t recognize Him as the
supreme ruler?  Would Jesus exercise his Com-
mander in Chief, Imam, or Ayatollah authority
to roll out the awesome power of military might,

activate the militia, cheer on the terrorist, or
nationalize the Reserves and National Guard
units?

Or, would he ignore the civil politics and re-
ject the hierarchy of established religion (re-
gardless of its flavor)?  There really isn’t much
reference in the New Testament to explain just
where he stood politically.  If he had been pro-
active in the civil and political issues of the day,
don’t you think we would have some reference
to it?  We do have record of his direct confron-
tation with the hypocrisy of the established re-
ligious leaders.

I’m not advocating ignoring civic duty and
political involvement of anyone, Christian or
otherwise.  What I’m saying is, “Do not use the
superiority of your religion to force society to
accept your opinion as the only valid way for
man to live.”

The acts of terrorism and the war in Iraq are
perpetuated by a triangulation of political power
and control, economics, and religion.  Advanc-
ing religion with acts of violence cannot project
the love of God, whether that religion be Chris-
tian, with its splintered factions, or Jewish, or
Muslim, or whatever.

We have only one account in the New Testa-

ment showing Jesus using physical force, when
he cleaned the money changers out of the temple.
(Nuffs a nuff of anything, right?) We have no
account of him confronting or resisting civil
authority.  But, we have many many accounts of
him, on the scene (wedding, rock throwing fes-
tival for the adulteress, lepers along the road,
compassion on the hungry multitude, etc.),
meeting the physical and spiritual needs of man-
kind.   Did Jesus demonstrate a “social gospel”
as well as a “salvation gospel”?

Did Jesus rail against his executioners as he
hung on the cross?  No!  He prayed, “Father for-
give them.”

Why must the representatives of Christianity
bemoan the rejection of their voice and inequi-
table treatment in society?  Why must we plead
for government protection from our critics?
Why must we turn to civil authority to enforce
our theology?  Why must we refuse to acknowl-
edge our misdeeds, both present and past?  Is it
because we are insecure in our faith?  Are we the
first of God’s followers to be persecuted and
rejected by the world?  Will we be the last?

Our Biblical hero, David moaned and cried
about his situation in the Psalms, but his cry was
directed toward God, not his fellowman.  And
he always came to the conclusion that God had
not deserted him and that his relationship with
God was far more satisfying than any accommo-
dations afforded by his relationship with his fel-
lowman, friend or foe.

Ken Poland occasionally contributes to the
Colby Free Press.

As everyone knows, today marks the fifth an-
niversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the
World Trade Center and Pentagon.

Growing up, I always heard my parents and
others talk about how they remembered where
they were during significant days in their lives,
such as the assassination of President John F.
Kennedy, or the day President Ronald Reagan
was shot.

In my life, those days have been the destruc-
tion of two space shuttles, and of course, Sept.
11.

I remember vividly.
That September morning, I was living in

Golden, Colo., working at a weekly paper there.
My sister, Chris, was visiting. She was asleep,
and I was getting ready to go to work when our
father called. He asked if I had the television on.
I told him no, and he said to turn it on.

It was just in time to see the first tower fall.
The rest of that day was a blur, but the other

memory of that day that stands out, besides see-
ing the towers fall, was that first night after it
happened.

My apartment building had a clear view look-
ing east toward the city of Denver. With the ex-
ception of the lights of Golden, even Denver it-
self wasn’t lit as brightly as usual.

There was no traffic, and the only planes in the
sky were military flying circles over the metro

area.
We stood out on the balcony, wondering what

was next.
Five years on, Chris won’t let me forget how

eerie and surreal was the whole experience.
“A calming eerie creeping fear that things

would never be the same,” she calls it.
How could we? How could anyone?
Has much changed for the better in the half-

decade since it happened?
Bin Laden is still alive, spewing his anti-

American, anti-Democracy philosophy. Iraq
stands on the brink of anarchy.

And here at home, not much has changed.
People will pause to remember the dead to-

day, and honor the sacrifice of those who tried
to stop the hijackers, and to also honor the ef-
forts of all the unsung heroes who helped out that
day.

That is important to remember.

I hope the dead are at peace now, and under-
stand the need for the living to move on.

Every American needs to remember the ide-
als this country was founded on — including
self-sacrifice. I’ve always been proud that as a
nation Americans have never, ever been afraid
to give of themselves in times of need, at home
and abroad.

Five years later, we can’t, and shouldn’t be
afraid. Because to give in to fear would be to
hand a victory to every person who reviles the
United States and everything it stands for.

And we can’t be complacent, giving up civil
liberties for the illusion of safety.

Five years ago, this country faced one of its
darkest hours and instead of collapsing in on
itself, people found a way to put aside their dif-
ferences for the greater good.

I can’t think of a time when that has hap-
pened, before or since. That is an amazing
thing, that so many different people were will-
ing to do that.

That is what makes the nation we are and a
lesson that parts of the world could stand to
learn.

*****
Tisha Cox is a general assignment reporter/

photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. tcox@nwkansas.com.

By John Schlageck, Kansas Farm Bureau
As the end of the first decade of the 21st century moves closer, begin-

ning farmers face stiffer challenges than 10, 20 or 30 years ago.
Tomorrow’s farmers will need capital, education, general farm experi-
ence passed on from one generation to another and a chance to one day
farm on their own.

With almost every passing year some older and middle-aged farm-
ers sell out or retire from the land. If you believe some of these eager,
younger farmers aren’t concerned about losing the companionship and
experience of a father, mother, uncle, neighbor or some other relative,
ask one of them the next time you visit a farm.

These young farmers value the advice and counsel of their elders who
have weathered two or three hail storms in a row, or lost a crop to floods
or devised a marketing plan to ensure a profit selling next year’s crop.

Still, generation transition may be one of the toughest challenges fac-
ing agriculture. Each situation is unique.

Younger generations start with energy and have new ideas that help
the farm compete in this modern age. At the same time, the older gen-
eration is secure in ways they have established to maintain the farm and
burdened by the thought of limiting part of their income potential.

About six years back Richard Sasse, Smith County farmer, stepped
away from his farming operation at the tender age of 62. Darned early
retirement for most Kansas farmers.

Sasse farmed all his life in Smith County and recently hosted Gov.
Sebelius on the Governor’s Farm and Ranch Tour sponsored by Kan-
sas Farm Bureau.

As Sasse explained his situation, his son, David, was chomping at
the bit. After considerable discussion with his wife, they made decided
they were financially able to turn the farm over to their son. They be-
lieved they needed to support their young son and his desire to farm.

“That doesn’t always happen in farm families because the father likes
and wants to stay on the farm and be a part of it,” Sasse said. “I think
sometimes we stay at it too long. Then a son or daughter decides they
don’t want to farm because they’re having to struggle with the manage-
ment of the father.”

Sasse came up with a plan for his son that would enable the young
producer to “make a go of it” in the family farming operation without
putting to much of a financial burden on him.

After careful planning and discussion, Sasse set up a lease-to-buy on
the machinery and livestock facilities for his son. This was extended
over several years. The arrangement has worked well.

Now that he’s been on the farming sideline for six years, Sasse says
he’s moved from management to labor. He still helps during the busy
seasonal times of harvest and planting.

The Smith County farmer would like to believe he’s been a resource
for his son during this transitional period. He says he believes they have
a good working relationship as David has increased the size and scope
of the family farming operation.

Without question, all children learn from their parents. They pass on
information about living, farming or whatever their occupation. Some
of this information cannot be found in textbooks.

Fathers and mothers provide nurturing which allows sons and daugh-
ters to grow, learn and acquire confidence in their abilities. Such confi-
dence comes with experience and is accompanied by graying around
the temples.

Agriculture needs these young farmers like David Sasse. Agriculture
also needs fathers like Richard Sasse who have confidence, vision and
the willingness to give the next generation the opportunity to farm.

And who knows, maybe one day the sixth generation will farm the
Sasse land. This might well be Sasse’s grandson, Kyle, who’s 5 years
old.

“He’s real interested in livestock,” Sasse says. “He’s got farm writ-
ten all over him right now. What happens down the road, we’ll have to
wait and see.”
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About those letters . . .
The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers.  Letters should be typewritten, if at all possible, and should
include a telephone number and an address.  Most importantly, all letters must include a signature.  Unsigned letters cannot
be published.  We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be
of no public interest or considered offensive or libelous.


