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CrosswordFor Better or Worse • Lynn Johnston

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Garfield • Jim Davis

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

             Imaginative Defense
   The armchair analyst is usually a magnificent
cardplayer; he rarely makes the wrong play after seeing
all 52 cards.
Certainly declarer would have fared better on this deal
had he been given the privilege of a peek at the oppos-
ing cards.
As it was, though, he fell prey to an exceedingly clever
trap laid by East.
   The deal occurred in a top-flight rubber bridge game.
West led the spade deuce against five diamonds, and
East won with the ace! East then returned the six of
spades (!), which declarer ruffed.
   After South played the Q-J of diamonds and learned
of the 4-1 trump division, he shifted his attention to clubs,
playing the king. East ducked and won the next club
with the ace.
   East then returned the king of spades. South ruffed,
reducing his own hand and dummy’s to one trump while
East had two trumps left. Eventually South went down
two as a result of East’s shrewd defense.
   Had South known that East had started with both top
spades, he would, of course, have discarded a club at
trick two and made the contract.
However, ruffing the spade was entirely normal, as West
could have had the king, and the 4-1 trump division was
as yet undisclosed.
   East disguised his hand beautifully with his first two
plays. Had he played the A-K of spades instead of the
A-6, declarer would have made the contract easily.
But East, who knew that the trumps would break poorly
for declarer, led back a low spade in the hope that South
would take a normal trump break for granted.

   Tomorrow: With a little bit of luck.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

   The Magic of Good Technique
  One learns early in life that it’s often necessary to give

in order to receive. Later on one learns that the same prin-
ciple applies in bridge.

Consider this deal where declarer won the opening heart
lead with the king and, with eight sure tricks in plain sight,
naturally viewed dummy’s clubs as the most likely source
of a ninth. Accordingly, at trick two he played a club to the
queen and returned a club to his king.

But when East failed to follow to the second club, South
had to look elsewhere for the extra trick he needed. So he
led a club to dummy’s ace, returned a spade and finessed
the jack. When West turned up with the queen, South was
unable to score more than the eight tricks he had started
with, and he finished down one.

While it is true that South ran into bad luck in both black
suits, the fact remains that he should have made the con-
tract.

 Rather than cash the Q-K of clubs, he should have
cashed the king of clubs at trick two, then led a low club
and followed low from dummy. This play would have
guaranteed the contract beyond the shadow of a doubt,
since it would have assured that South would score four
club tricks.

The recommended line of play is certain to succeed
unless the clubs are divided 5-0 — only a 4 percent chance
— and even in that event, declarer still has the spade fi-
nesse to fall back on. Note also that declarer’s willingness
to perhaps unnecessarily concede a club to the opponents
at trick three is proof positive that it is indeed necessary to
give in order to receive.

   Tomorrow: Imaginative defense.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


