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DEAR ABBY: A few months
ago, my husband and I had to go
back to our home state for a fam-
ily funeral.

We have been married more
than 25 years. While we were
there, his ex-wife came to his
father’s home (we were staying
there), and later to the visitation
and funeral. She and I seemed to
hit it off well.

On the way home, my hubby
told me she waited until I left the
room, then kissed him on the
cheek in front of the whole family
and told him she still loves him.

That’s not all. I asked him if, for
one minute, he was sorry he had
married me.

He said, and I quote, “No, but if
I had known she still loved me, I
would have never remarried.” I
was crushed.

After we got home he told me he
would not leave me for her, but if I
should die before him, he would be
knocking on her door. That also
hurt.

Abby, she hadn’t seen him or
anyone else in the family for 25
years! Why would she even show
up at the funeral if not for wanting
to see if she could get back with
him?

I can’t seem to get over the feel-
ing that my husband never was
really in love with me — that
maybe he just married me so he
would not be alone. What should
I do? Should I even bring this sub-
ject up to him again? It has been
five months and I am ...

BROKENHEARTED IN
FLORIDA

DEAR BROKENHEART-

ED: Your husband appears to
lack sensitivity, good judgment
and empathy for the feelings of
others.

He also appears to lack com-
mon sense, if he expected you
would not take his comments
personally.

I don’t think raising the sub-
ject would get you the result you
are looking for. But my advice is
not to obsess about this. It’s wa-
ter under the bridge, and posses-
sion is nine points of the law.
Besides, women have a longer
life expectancy than men, so the
odds are in your favor.

DEAR ABBY: I am writing
about the letter you printed from
“Wondering,” whose parents
don’t want her to attend the same
college as her brother. I think her
parents should allow her to go to
the same college.

She will have completely differ-
ent experiences than her brother
— joining different clubs, playing
different sports. If her major is dif-
ferent, she won’t even have the
same classes that he does. Her col-
lege life will be entirely different
because each person gets out of the
experience what he or she puts into
it.

Also, I do not understand her
parents’ statement that she look
elsewhere because she has “fol-
lowed her brother” through
school.

If they lived in the same house,
then they would’ve attended the
same schools in their district.

— PAULA IN WENONAH,
N.J.

DEAR PAULA: I told “Won-
dering” that her parents ap-
peared to be intelligent people,
sensitive to the needs of both of
their offspring, and that having
a college experience entirely on
her own could be a growth op-
portunity for her.

My reasoning was as follows:
The parents know her and her
brother well, their personalities,
their strengths and their weak-
nesses.

It is possible that the son has
always been a “big man on cam-
pus,” and “Wondering” has
coasted along in his reflected
glory. Or, if the reverse is true —
and the girl has always outshone
her brother — then the young
man should not have to be over-
shadowed once again by his sib-
ling at the same college.

That said, not one reader I
heard from — and I heard from
quite a few — agreed with my
answer. Ouch!

* * * * *
Editor’s note: Dear Abby is

written by Abigail Van Buren, also
known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline
Phillips. Write Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, Calif.  90069.
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With a Little Bit of Luck
   On many hands, declarer is faced with what ap-
pears to be a 50-50 chance for the contract, de-
pending on where a certain card is located. If one
opponent has it, he will succeed; if the other op-
ponent has it, he will fail.
   However, a resourceful declarer can often im-
prove on a 50-50 chance, so that even if the key
card is unfavorably placed, he might still survive.
   Take this deal where the outcome seems to rest
only on which defender has the king of clubs. The
standard play is to lead toward the queen at some
point, and if East has the king, South’s troubles
are over.
    The other possibility, that West has the king, is
the chief cause for concern, and that was where
South concentrated his attention. He won the
spade lead with the king and cashed the A-K of
trumps. Next came a spade to the ace and a spade
ruff in dummy. South then cashed the A-K of dia-
monds, thus completing all the key preliminary
steps.
     With all the spades and diamonds eliminated
from both his own hand and dummy, declarer now
cashed the ace of clubs and returned a low club
toward his queen. When East followed suit with
the ten, it seemed that South had to guess whether
to play the queen and hope East had the king, or
play low and hope West now had the king alone.
(If West had the K-J at this stage, the party was
over.)
     However, thanks to South’s advance prepara-
tions, it did not matter which of these two situa-
tions existed — he could cover both possibilities
by playing the queen. When West took the queen
with the king, he was forced to return a spade or
a diamond. This allowed South to discard his re-
maining club while trumping in dummy, and the
slam came rolling home.

Woman makes play for ex-husband
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you could read the comics EVERY DAY!!
Call Lea today at (785) 462-3963.


