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Go west you two,
go west

Mallard
Fillmore
• Bruce Tinsley

Kitchen or a kid?

Gene Jones
Colby
I want to add my two cents worth about Dr.

Hildyard.
I can’t say it in fancy words, but I can write

from my heart. I don’t understand why a doctor
who has been practicing for 30 years in Colby
and, who can go to any hospital in the states of
Kansas and Colorado, why he can’t go to his own
hometown hospital in Colby.

Folks, there is something amiss somewhere.
I’m a veterans of World War II and Korea. I

use the VA hospital and have Hildyard for my
local doctor. For 30 years he has taken care of
me and my wife and my mom and dad when they

were in the nursing home.
When I am with the VA doctors, they ask me

who my hometown doctor is. When I tell them
Hildyard, I’m surprised they have heard of him.
They said to me Hilidyard is one of the best for
diagnosing a problem. I’m living proof of that.

One day, several years ago, I met Hildyard on
the street and we visited awhile. I asked him
about my jaws aching. He looked at me and
grinned. He asked me when I was going back to
the VA. I told him in a week. He took a pad out
of his pocket, wrote something on it that I
couldn’t read. Then he handed it to me. He
looked real serious at me and said to be sure to

I’m certainly no Hilary Swank who portrayed
a boxer in the 2004 movie “Million Dollar Baby,”
but I did cost $79.65.

Although being a reporter sometimes requires
the skill of a boxer (dodging verbal punches that
is) I am an avid scrapbooker. I was rummaging
through a box and came across my baby book.
Now 51 years old, it was an absolute hoot to leaf
through the pages of the book and many cards
saved for me.

I’d seen the book many times, but having
moved to northwestern Kansas almost 10 years
ago, I had it tucked away and made no thought
of it. That little gold book with baby blue letter-
ing on the front holds a host of information in-
cluding the statement from the hospital where I
was born.

My mom was in the hospital five days and the
room rate was $8 per day, so that cost $40. Add
to that a nursery charge at $2 per day for my five
days stay and the bill was $50. A laboratory fee
of $5, medicine and personal items mom needed
cost $6.15, her anesthetics cost $5, a baby brace-
let for me was $1. There was a delivery room
charge of $12.50, and it cost dad and mom $79.65
to bring me into the world.

A self-employed cabinet maker and floor cov-
ering installer, dad carried health insurance
which paid $58.65 of the bill leaving him a tab
of $21. Paid in full, my folks took me home
March 19, 1955, and the receipt for the payment
is the second item in my book.

Besides coming across the book, looking at the
stack of cards inside it was a treat as well. Ad-

dressed to Mrs. Katz and baby, the envelope of
one card totted a 3 cent stamp. Mom had writ-
ten dad a list on the back of its envelope, I’m
guessing his shopping list before I could go
home.

“Bottle brush and formula pitcher,” she wrote.
Looking at my mom’s handwriting brought

back another gaggle of memories, but the
thought of scrubbing bottles made me shiver.

But the best part of looking at my baby book
was the phone call I made to my aunt Irene upon
its finding.

Family folklore holds the story that I was
named after my favorite aunt, now 87 years old.
Irene isn’t her first name, it’s Dorcas. No won-
der she goes by Irene.

Anyway, Irene and I chatted for about 30 min-
utes about card senders who have now passed
on, but you should have heard her giggles as she
talked about waiting for me to arrive.

“We walked in the park and walked in the park
some more,” she said of her husband and three
boys as they waited for my birth.

She said they finally got tired of waiting in

town and had chores to do on the farm so they
drove the 16 miles home only to be called back
to town.

“We just got home and had to turn around and
go back because you finally decided to arrive,”
she laughed.

Not that I had much to do with the entry, but
she remembered it like it was yesterday.

Having had three boys, Irene spoiled me rot-
ten and sewed up a storm of frilly dresses for
me. I’ll bet I didn’t wear a store bought dress
until way after kindergarten! And some of those
dresses are tucked away in my cedar chest for
another generation to laugh at.

Laughing about the book and old cards was
just the beginning of Irene’s and my conversa-
tion. We talked about “the deal.”

Mom wanted two things that spring of 1955,
me and a new kitchen. I did not know until I was
a teenager that I was the bargaining chip for the
new kitchen.

Mom decided she’d name me after her
younger sister Dorcas Irene. Dad’s now famous
line to mom’s idea was, “Then leave her at the
hospital.”

I’m sure glad they compromised. I became
Janis Irene and mom got a new set of kitchen
cupboard, cabinets and countertop before I left
the hospital.

Having picked up my mom’s love for remod-
eling, I’m not sure who got the best end of that
deal.

Jan Katz Ackerman is a reporter for the
Colby Free Press.

Hello Gov. Sebelius and Sen. Jim Barnett.
Can you hear us?
Can you see us?
Hello!
Hello?
Western Kansas will again be left out in something that has

statewide importance. Last week, Sebelius and Barnett, both
running for governor, held the first of four scheduled debates
at the Kansas State Fair in Hutchinson. Looking at the list of
future debate locations, both candidates must think Hutchinson
justifies western Kansas.

That is sad. About half the state will be left out - unless people
want to make the trip to the other debates, if they can even get
in the front door.

Sebelius and Barnett obviously want the votes from places
west of Hays (where some people think Kansas starts or stops).
So wouldn’t you think both of them would need to have a de-
bate in our part of the state and answer the questions in a way
that related to western Kansas?

The two will meet again Oct. 11 before the Kansas City Cham-
ber Consortium at the Lake Quivira Clubhouse; Oct. 23 at the
Wichita Rotary Forum and Oct. 28 in a live televised debate via
a Topeka station.

Maybe the people of western Kansas should get some of the
blame for not putting enough pressure on Sebelius and Barnett
for scheduling a debate west of Hays? But would they even lis-
ten to us?

Earlier this year, Rep. Jim Morrison bent over backward to
get the Colby Free Press an exclusive interview with Sebelius.
The governor turned us down. Supposedly she thought it would
show some favoritism toward one media outlet.

Barnett was in Colby during the primary campaign season.
You would think he would want to come back, since he won, to
further build his western Kansas support.

 Sebelius, who was in Colby last year, could at least film an-
other campaign commercial around here that has just a kernel
of truth in it — pun intended. She could hold up a handful of
wheat or corn and say what she has done to improve Kansas
agriculture and made it what it is today — like she did in her
laughable school bus commercial for education funding.

Like with all statewide elections, Sebelius and Barnett are
looking at the places with the most votes. In Kansas, that means
Salina and points east. Sure, there are places like Hays, Dodge
City, Liberal and Garden City, but for every one vote in those
towns to pursue, there are 10 votes in the other places like Man-
hattan, Lawrence, Wyandotte County and Topeka.

In western Kansas, party affiliation might be the only way to
show support for either candidate since we probably won’t see
them. It’s worse both candidates have shown little, if any, sup-
port for western Kansas voters and our issues during the cam-
paign.

The election is Nov. 7.
— John Van Nostrand is publisher of the Colby Free Press.
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There is something a miss
Your turn

• From Where
  I stand

Jan Katz
Ackerman

give this note to the VA doctor. He said be sure
and do this Gene.

The next week I took the note to the VA. Next
thing I knew I was on a treadmill. Then I was
put into a hospital bed. Then I was on my way
to Denver for quadruple heart bypass surgery.
Hildyard saved my life. While in Denver I no-
ticed that even the doctors in Denver knew of
him.

I’ve been thinking that a doctor who can di-
agnose my heart problem on the streets of
Colby can’t even go into the Colby community
hospital. Folks, there is something amiss some-
where and it sure isn’t with Hildyard.
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