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Kline defends leaked

memo during debate

WICHITA (AP) — Attorney
General Phill Kline used a debate
with his Democratic challenger on
Thursday to defend a leaked memo
outlining how he wanted his cam-
paign to go about gaining support
from conservative Christians.

The Republican said his political
discussions in churches were
healthy and good. In the memo,
leaked this week to reporters, Kline
directs his re-election campaign to
make the most of political recep-
tions held near friendly churches
after their services.

Itsinstructions also included get-
ting pastors to mention the events
during services and getting them to
bring a handful of “money people”
to events.

“They didn’t need to break into
my campaign software program
and computer and hack this infor-
mation to know about it — I have
been speaking in churches for more
than 20 years now,” Kline told
about 500 people who came to
Wichita State University to hear the
debate.

Democratic challenger Paul
Morrison, the Johnson County dis-
trict attorney, said he was as sur-
prised and shocked as anybody that
Kline would be so cynical about
using a church for political gain.

“I have never — and never will
— view a church as a political ma-
chine for me,” Morrison said.

He said the Founding Fathers
spenta greatdeal of time and energy
in deciding that church and state
should be separate.

That prompted Kline to respond
that separation of church and state
refers to government not imposing
areligion.

“Itdoesn’trefer to people of faith
not being able to express their opin-
ion or hold public office,” Kline
said.

He also defended his campaign’s
use of e-mail addresses of people
who have contacted the attorney
general’s office for help to solicit
money and support. He said he
checked with the Kansas Govern-
mental Ethics Commission before
using the material and was told it
was not unethical. He said he al-
lowed people to opt-out from fur-
ther contacts.

Morrison said such actions spot-
light the differences between the
two candidates. He said he sees the
world in terms of law enforcement,
while Kline views his life through
the prism of politics.

He said he would never have
thought of using those e-mails to
solicit support.

“I'think thatis a perversion of that
information,” Morrison said. “I
don’t know if it’s criminal or not,
but it sure is unethical. And I think
that is a classic example of the dif-
ference between Phill Kline and

myself.”

Morrison said he runs a law en-
forcement office and would never
think of using information from
people who are seeking his help for
his political advantage.

Among other issues, Morrison
said he would support making prob-
able-cause affidavits public in Kan-
sas.

The issue became an issue when
a Wichita man wrongly suspected
ofbeing the BTK killer was arrested
and forced to give DNA samples. It
took months before his lawyer got
acopy of the affidavit, and the pub-
lic has yet to know what led police
to suspect him as a serial killer.

Kline said he opposes opening up
such documents.

Defending his pursuit of patient
records from abortion clinics, Kline
said several prosecutions have re-
sulted from information he ob-
tained from those records.

Kline made the same claim in an
earlier debate, but this time he told
the public that Morrison declined to
prosecute one of those child rape
cases developed from that record
search. He said the Johnson County
case involved a 19-year-old man
who raped a 13-year-old girl.

But Morrison questioned
whether there have been any pros-
ecutions from those abortion clinic
records as Kline contended because
the court has not yet let Kline see
them. Morrison said the records
were still being redacted, as ordered
by the court, to remove identifying
information.

For three years, Kline has been
battling two abortion clinics over
the records of 90 patients. It has
become a campaign issue because
Morrison contends Kline is pursu-
ing his personal anti-abortion
agenda. Morrison has said he would
drop pursuit of those records.

Morrison said he did not believe
there have been any prosecutions
resulting from that patient informa-
tion, as Kline has claimed. He said
the child rape cases Kline cited were
notdeveloped from those contested
abortion clinic records.

He also noted three-fourths of the
records Kline is trying to get are
medical records of adult women.

Responding to an audience ques-
tion over whether fetal homicide
should be made a separate crime,
Kline said he would support mak-
ing the killing of a fetus during an
attack of the mother a separate ho-
micide. The issue has gotten atten-
tion in Wichita, where a pregnant
14-year-old girl recently was mur-
dered.

Morrison said the best way to
handle such cases would be to up-
grade the punishment because it is
assaultonapregnant woman, rather
than to make the death of the fetus
a separate homicide.

Bishops ask Catholics
to pray for Sebelius

LAWRENCE (AP) — Roman
Catholics in northeast Kansas have
been asked to pray for Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius to “reconsider
her long held position supporting
legalized abortion.”

The request came from Arch-
bishop Joseph Naumann, of the
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas, in a Sept. 8 column in the dioc-
esan newspaper The Leaven, with
a circulation of 52,900.

“It is never permissible for a
Catholic to support the legalization
of the killing of innocent lives by
abortion, much less lead the fight
for legal abortion,” Naumann
wrote.

While questioning Sebelius’
record on abortion, he stopped short
of asking Catholics to vote against
her.

Sebelius, who is Catholic, is a
longtime supporter of abortion
rights but has said publicly she be-
lieves abortion is wrong. Church
leaders have raised the matter in the
past, but not all of the Democratic
governor’s fellow Catholics are
equally troubled.

Dan Watkins, who attends St.
John the Evangelist Catholic
Churchin Lawrence, said Catholics
must practice a faithful citizenship,
which includes more than just re-
spect for life.

“The fact that a public official
upholds what is the law of the land,
even if their faith and personal be-
lief tells them that that’s wrong, that
shouldn’t disqualify them in the
eyes of other Catholics,” said
Watkins, alawyer and active Demo-
crat.

Watkins said he had not read

Naumann’s column but said that
upholding the law differs from
Sebelius advocating for abortion.

“It is a polarizing issue, and I
think that people may not have
looked carefully enough at what her
position is,” he said.

The Rev. John Schmeidler, pas-
tor at St. John’s in Lawrence, also
said it was difficult to judge a can-
didate on one issue.

“Abortion is wrong, so we really
have to hold that as part of it. You
can’t weigh it lightly, but you also
have to weigh it against any other
issues, too,” said Schmeidler, who
also hadn’t read the column.

Naumann said he wrote the col-
umn inresponse to several letters he
received from people who dis-
agreed with the governor’s veto this
year of a bill expanding the infor-
mation that abortion providers must
submit to the state about pregnan-
cies they have terminated.

In her veto message, Sebelius
said she didn’t believe the provi-
sions would reduce abortions.

“My Catholic faith teaches me
that life is sacred. Personally, I be-
lieve abortion is wrong,” she wrote.

As for Naumann’s column,
Sebelius’ spokeswoman, Nicole
Corcoran, said, “The governor ap-
preciates her ongoing counsel with
the archbishop, and we believe this
is amatter best left to the privacy of
their discussions.”

Naumannissued a joint statement
Aug. 15 with the bishops of the
Dodge City, Salina and Wichitadio-
ceses advising the state’s more than
405,000 Catholics they have a ““se-
rious moral obligation to exercise
their right to vote.”

Havin'a
ball

Children played a ball game
Wednesday at the first
AWANA meeting of the year,
held at Colby’s Berean
Church. AWANA is a nation-
wide organization thatuses a
variety of activities to teach
children about Christianity.
The Colby group meets at 7
p.m. Wednesdays at the
Berean Church.
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Worship in the church
of your choice this
weekend.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Michael Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Worship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday,
September through May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship - 10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Grant & Webster
Street, 462-2867. Sunday School 9:15 a.m.,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Youth Group 7:00
p.m., Wednesday Kids Club (K-6) 7:00 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
Pastor Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at
College Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study
9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services, 10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informalfellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05
p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40a.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00 a.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Gary Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky
Robbins, 1st counselor, 460-1101; Tim Wilson,
2nd counselor, 785-846-7796. Sacrament meet-
ing 10 a.m., Sunday School and Primary 11:20
a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW, 12:10
p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9
p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-
3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC.,345N.
Franklin, Apostle W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Equipping Class, Sunday, 10 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship, 11 a.m., Wednesday, R.L.M Training Cen-
ter (Bible School), 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

COLBY EVANGELISM CENTER, Rev. Robert
Cooper, 815 West 3rd - 462-2062, Sunday
School 9:45; Sunday service 10:00 and 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Friday
Youth Power Hour at 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fecccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m.

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & up and 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONAMETHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Michael
Eurit, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning Wor-
ship 9:30 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.;
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals as a contribution to the religious life of the community.
To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker, or Jasmine Crotinger at 462-3963.

We appreciate the businesses and individuals who have been faithful contributors to this space.
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