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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston
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Garfield = Jim Davis

IF YOU STAY THERE
LONG ENOLGH, YOU'LL
GET COVERED WITH
pLsST...

www.garfield.com
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[ CAN'T BELIEVE I'M NOT
BACK HOME AT My DESK...
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INSTEAD, I'M HALF ASLEEP
ON A BEACH IN HAWAII

www.Blondie.com

I CAN'T BELIEVE BUMSTEAD'S
HAVING THE TIME OF WIS LIFE
N HAWAIl INSTEAD OF HALF
ASLEEP AT HIS DESK

THEY'RE TRACING
THEIR ANCESTRY
ON THE WEB

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM
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WHAT WOULD YOU
THINK IF I SAID YOU
PUT ON A LITTLE
WEIGHT2
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Crossword
ACROSS 43 One 4 Part of a 24 Ostrich’s
1 Bivouac “Sweet” pirate cousin
5 Nurse a girl of costume 25 Hirsute
drink song ... 5 Burma Addams
8 Greek 47 ... and Shave 26 “See yal”
cheese another trade- 27 Cretan

12 Lotion 49 Stench marks mountain
additive 50 Square 6 “Dies — 28 Ph. bk.

13 401(k) 51 Earl 7 Ballerina’s info
alterna- Grey, step 29 Tolkien
tive e.g. 8 Regarding tree

14 Rainbow 52 Radius’ offspring creature

15 Pealed neighbor 9 Green 31 Con-

16 Whatto 53 Out of land clude
“fill "er up” play 10 Coloration 34 Loch —
with 54 Pussy- 11 On the 35 “American

18 Almond cat's briny —
confection partner 17 Mayberry 36 “Hail,

20 Late 15th- 55 Deli moppet Caesar!”
century loaves 19 Hostel 37 Napped
craft work fabric

21 Type DOWN environ- 39 Perfect
measures 1 Complain ment 40 Scored

22 By means chroni- 22 Chur- 100
of cally chill's 41 Wash

23 Pretend 2 Winglike gesture 42 Vicinity

26 Direct 3 “— 23 — 43 From the
route Lisa” Schwarz top

30 Qty. Solution time: 21 mins. 44 One way

31 Storm to stand
center by

32 Adams or 45 End
Johnson of a

33 Synopsis Christie

36 Sailor's AlciC title
call BOlA 46 Gay

38 Peculiar a% '90s,

39 “— Gota [glele Roaring
Secret” Alclc '20s,

40 Memo- U|R[A et al.
rable LIUIR 48 Judge
mission -2 Lance

1 |2 |3 |4 5 |6 |7 8 |9 1o |11

ACROSS 28 Cow 2 Indulge in 12 Disrepu-
1 AWOL’s catcher voguing table
pursuers 30 Adver- 3 Summer- 14 Remove
4 “The sary time pest one’s
A-Team” 33 Traveling 4 Shabby cap
actor troupe’s 5 Archae- 15 “You
7 Peter Pan perform- ologist’s over-
foe ance venue spoke,”
8 Tierney of 36 Relocator 6 “Star in chat-
“ER” 37 Wee Trek: roomese
10 Click- bits TNG” 19 Scooted
and-drag 38 Rues the officer 20 Comic
device run 7 Yo Leno
11 Whopper 39 Stopover followers 21 Polish
topper en 8 lo, 22 Movie
13 “Joy to route to Europa, industry
the Casa- Gany- 23 Roster
World” blanca mede 24 Soil
band 40 Seine and woe
16 Trinity summer Callisto 25 Ring
member 41 Zilch 9 Fisher- decision
17 Stage man 26 Tray
statuary DOWN 10 Peaks contents
18 Felonious 1 Grieve (Abbr.) 28 Frivo-
flight lous
19 Umpires Solution time: 21 mins. 29 Corre-
20 “Star spond
Wars” 30 “—
knights Attrac-
21 Muffler tion”
23 Denis of 31 Brother of
“Rescue Er
Me” 32 Mag.
25 Slender 2 staffers
26 Ethereal N 34 Pleasant
27 Reunion E 35 Actress
group Yesterday’s answer g9-28 Spelling
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Bridge

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
@®» 9 54
YKOo974
Q632
*+oK S
WEST EAST
® K7 @®]Jl10632
¥J)2 ¥85
K 104 ® A998
] 108363 =9 72
SOUTH
@® A Q
YAQIO63
®J75
* A Q4
The bidding:
South West North East
I 4 Pass 2 ¥ Pass
4

Opening lead — jack of clubs.

Howto GoFromAtoZ

There are many handswhereit isto declarer’s ad-
vantageto havetheopponentsinitiateaparti cular suit
instead of first leading it himself.

One common holding of thistypeis Q-X-x in one
hand opposite J-x-x intheother. If declarer hasto play
thiscombination himself, and if the opposing aceand
kingaresplit, heislikely tolosethreetricksinthesuit.
But if either opponent |eads the suit first, declarer
sooner or later scoresatrick simply by playing “ sec-
ond-hand low.”

Familiarity withthisprincipleenabled onedeclarer
in ateam contest to find a sure way to bring in four
hearts on today’ s deal, while the declarer at the other
tablefailed.

Atthetablewherefour heartswent down one, West
led the club jack, taken by dummy’sking, and South
playedtheA-Q of trumps. Declarer then cashed theA -
Q of clubs, discarding a spade from dummy, anc
crossed todummy withaheartinorder tolead aspade
to the queen. West won with the king and returned &
spadeto South’sace.

Forcedtoattack diamondshimself, declarer now | eo
alow diamond to dummy’s queen. East won with the
ace, and his diamond return to West's K-10 set the
contract.

Attheother table, theplay followedthesamecourse
for the first five tricks. But instead of crossing to
dummy with atrumptotry the spadefinesse, declarer
next played the A-Q of spades, deliberately conced-
ing aspadetrick to the opponents.

The advantage of this method of play was that the
defender who won thetrick would haveto lead adia-
mond or elseyield an equally fatal ruff-and-discard.

In practice, West returned alow diamond after tak-
ing the spade king, and declarer then could not be
stopped from eventually scoring adiamond trick.

Tomorrow: Playing the odds.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate I nc.

South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH
» K 10
¥ Q
*AQ9742
] 963
WEST EAST
»JRS3 “® G 72
¥YJjo9764 YK 108532
* 5 ® 6
K 102 (75
SOUTH
@®aAQ64
¥ A
®KIJII1I083
%% A 84
The bidding:
South West North East
1 e Pass 3 & Pass
3 & Pass 4 & Pass
6 &
Opening lead — six of hearts.
Playing theOdds

Itisvery common for declarer to have a choice of
two different lines of play, either of which may turn
out right or wrong, depending on how the defenders’
cardsaredivided. The best adeclarer can doin these
casesistoadopt theplay that ismorelikely to succeeo
inthelong run— in other words, the percentage play.

Consider thisdeal where Southwasinsix diamonds.
He won the heart lead, cashed the trump king and
played alow spadeto theking. After cashing theA-Q
of spades, declarer ruffed hislast spadein dummy.

With all hisspadesand heartsthuseliminated from
both hands, South next played theaceand another club,
whereuponthedefenderstook twoclubtrickstoset the
slam.

Declarer’s method of play would have succeeded
had East heldtheK-Q, K-x, Q-x or singleton K or Q of
clubs. Southwould havelost only oneclubtrick inall
of these cases and would have madethe contract.

But grantingthelegitimacy of declarer’slineof play,
hewould maketheslam thisway only about aquarter
of the time — clearly not an acceptable percentage
whenanother lineof play wouldwinhalf thetime. The
superior play at trick threeistolead thefour of spades
and finesse dummy’sten!

Sinceit is essentially a 50-50 chance which oppo-
nent was dealt the jack of spades, there is a 50-50
chance theten will win thetrick. If theten holds, the
kingiscashed, andtwo of dummy’sfour clubsaresub-
sequently discarded on the A-Q of spades, leaving
declarer with only oneclubtolose.

Therecommended approachwoul dwin about twice
as often as the one actually chosen by South. This
makes the finesse of the ten the clear-cut percentage
play.

Tomorrow: A royal sacrifice.

(c)2005 King Features Syndicate I nc.

WITHOUT
ENOUGH SLEEP

YOU'LL GET BASS
UNDER YOUR
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOUR FORMER
HUSBAND LIKES TAKING EXTRA-LONG BATHS,
YOU COULD CALL HIMA CLEAN EX.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; F equals E

XQ RNZ

NQVHI BDXCH WPHFEXIO

YCNVDHF, X FZWWNFH RNZ

YNZCU JH XPNIXIO INPHU.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: A NEW FILM ABOUT

HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL MORTGAGE

HOLDER HAS BEEN TITLED “HOME: A LOAN”

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals Y
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“If you decide to go to the pet store
for anything, Grandma, I'll be
happy to go with you.”
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“Cool! Then I'll have someplace
else to keep my stuff.”




