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By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

Skills learned as a child in 4-
H have allowed a Hoxie woman
to become her own boss and open
a quilting studio called In
Stitches.

“I was a garment seamstress in
4-H and learned to sew from my
mom,” Lea Herl said.

Building on her childhood
skills, Herl learned to quilt some
20 years ago.

“When my kids were little and
the Trip around the World quilt
came out I did that and then put
it away,” Herl said.

Calling herself a “jack of all
trades,” Herl has spent time driv-
ing a truck, managing the local
swimming pool and serving as
deputy county clerk in Sheridan
County. Behind all these trades,
Herl has always wanted to own
her own business. That desire
deepened two years ago while
traveling in California.

“I quilt with Molly Bretz,
Jenny Niblock and Chris Niblock
and we decided to take a gal’s trip
to California,” Herl said. “We
went to San Diego and went into
what we thought was a quilt shop
and it was a place where they sold

Lea Herl of Hoxie talked about the long-arm computerized quilting machine as she used it to apply
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these machines.”
The machine, which Herl now
owns, is a long-armed Gammill

stitches to a quilt which will be donated to a charity fundraiser by another Hoxie woman. Herl has
opened her own quilt studio, In Stitches, located at 925 Royal Ave. in Hoxie.

USINESS DIRECTOR

Statler Stitcher computerized
quilting machine.

“When I saw it, I thought, ‘I
can do that,’” she said.

After pondering on that
thought for about a year, Herl
made the decision to further in-
vestigate machine quilting. She
again traveled to California and
took classes to familiarize herself
with the process.

“I decided it was better to
spend the money to take the
classes than to buy a machine and
then decide that wasn’t what I
wanted to do,” she said.

Herl then jumped in with both
feet and opened her own quilt stu-
dio in downtown Hoxie, located
at 925 Royal Ave.

“The most challenging part of
this is that I’'m still learning,” she
said. “I’m learning the computer
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Invoice Billing Available!

* FREE 24/7 Live Technical Support
¢ Unlimited Hours, No Contracts!
¢ 10 E-mail Addresses

* FREE Spam Protection

Internet Access

Serving Colby!

www.core.com

1-877-267-3266

Hoxie woman in stitches over work

and figuring out the software.”

Herl said she wants her cus-
tomers to have a variety of op-
tions. For instance, after accept-
ing a customer’s quilt top, Herl
can furnish the batting and back-
ing or customers can provide
both.

Customers also have a variety
of stitching options from which
to choose.

“I'have more than 400 patterns
in the computer right now, and
have the capability to add more,”
she said.

Since opening in September,
Herl already has a stack of quilts
waiting for her machine to tackle.
And she said she’s excited she
made the decision to open In
Stitches.

“This is something I love to
do,” she said.
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LET ADVERTISING
WORK FOR YOU!!!

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory call Joe, Crystal
or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Do you take Supplements?

Do you ever wonder...?
*Are these the best supplements for me?
°Am I taking the right amount?

*Am | wasting money on the wrong supplements?
We can answer these questions!
Pat Willoughby, Teri Adams &
Corky Corder
Supplement Testing Coaches
785-460-6801

& Check out

i our low rates.

W S Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.
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550 N Franklin Ave FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

COlby Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement
(785) 462-3388 www.fbfs.com

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

A rich person should leave his kids
enough to do something, but not
enough to do nothing.

1160 W. 4th, Colby - 785-460-7277
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E MACHINERY & SUPPLY 4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.

'.E e BEARINGS e 4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.

Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

1100 W. 4th, Colby -

785-462-9977

Kitchen
& Bath

The
TOO!IBOX SHOWROOM
: Sales & Service Since 1984

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
¢ Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
e Faucets ¢ Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas
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Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

THE SUMMER
HEAT IS ON

24 HOUR
SERVICE

Hoat and Air inc
“We install the best...service the rest”

785-460-3008 —
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CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!
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Thomas County Insurance [¥
has been serving ]
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Frankdin + 462-3939  Seltrkeroe
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Az,fs INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
| Today, and

Jim McLaughlin/Agent

FAMILY DENTAL
CARE

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!
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* Root Canals - Orthodontics
« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery
New Patients Welcome
No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

AL
alll Hours:

- M-F: 8-5:50;
v Sat: 8-4:30
Phone: 785-460-0828

930 S. Range Fax: 785-460-0829
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‘Colby, Kansas 67701

Cell: 785-443-1 082)

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

COMMERCIAL
1-800-536-6642 :
R le PI
1.785-462-6642  \ ooper Single Ply
Wood Shingles

White TPO Single Ply
Metal Roofs FREE ESTIMATES

Built Up Systems
Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles

Modified Systems

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Cruises ATnurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
rrlay
RN
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 TN @ CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > o g S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4w T WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 N, | e WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
s E» S
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VACATION SPECIALS '#Nights Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4:
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3! BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | s$soo 3| TRAVEL NOwW!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1,050 5
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.500 128 Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air & Hotel | $740 3 . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3! Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI 3/13515!3 i Max 45! and are subject to availability
er ult

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

|
New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

Colby

*Viking & Bernina Sewing
Machines ®Vacuums *Fabrics

Se w & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System
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Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales

solutions. Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiMmATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




