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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THOMAS

COUNTY, KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of

 Denise Nye, Deceased,

      No. 2006-PR-30

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given to the heirs, devisees,

legatees and assigns of Denise Nye, de-

ceased, that a petition has been filed in the

above-entitled Court, as provided by law,

pertaining to the devolution of title to

thesurviving joint tenant with right of survi-

vorship in the following-described real estate,

to-wit:

and pertaining to the descent of the follow-

ing-described real estate, to-wit:

You are hereby required to file your written

defenses thereto on or before October 26,

2006, at 10:00 A.M. of said day, in this

Court, in the City of Colby, in Thomas

County, Kansas, at which time and place

the cause will be heard. Should you fail

therein, judgment and decree will be

entered in due course upon the petition.

DERALD D. NYE

                                           Petitioner

SPENCER & SPENCER, P.A.

P.O. Box 247

Oakley, Kansas 67748

(785) 672-4032

Attorneys for Petitioner

(Published in the Colby Free Press on

October 4, 11 and 18, 2006.)

An undivided 44.64 acres in the South-

west Quarter (SW’) of Section Twenty-

four (24), Township Nine (9) South,

Range Thirty-two (32), West of the 6th

P.M., Thomas County, Kansas,

An undivided One-half (!) interest in

and to an undivided 115.36 acres in

the Southwest Quarter (SW’) of Sec-

tion Twentyfour (24), Township Nine

(9) South, Range Thirty-two (32),

West of the 6th P.M., Thomas County,

Kansas.
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Public Notice

To Give Away

Halloween kittens.  Orange and
black, 7 weeks old, litter box trained,
cute and loving. 785-694-2266.

——10/4—10/9——

To Give AwayBarton County College coaches sentenced to prison
WICHITA   (AP) — Citing “in-

stitutionalized fraudulent con-
duct” at Barton County Commu-
nity College, a federal judge Mon-
day sentenced the last  four
coaches involved in the athletics
scandal at the Great Bend college
to serve time for their crimes.

A federal investigation into fi-
nancial aid and academic fraud in
the athletics department led to the
convictions of the athletic direc-
tor and seven coaches and to the
firing of the college’s president.

“This is something everybody
knew was going on at Barton
County Community College —
and nobody put a stop to it,” U.S.
District Judge Monti Belot said at
the sentencings Monday.

Former basketball coach Ryan
Cross and former athletic director
Neil Elliott were both sentenced
to four months in federal prison
followed by three years of proba-
tion.

Belot sentenced former track
coach Lyles Lashley to three years
of probation plus 12 weekends in
the county jail. Lashley also was
ordered to help repay nearly
$19,000 in restitution.

Former track coach Lance
Brauman was given a year and a
day in federal prison followed by
three years of probation.
Brauman, the only coach to stand
trial in the investigation, also was
ordered to help Lashley pay
nearly $19,000 in restitution.

Belot said student athletes were
the victims in the scandal because
the coaches were essentially say-
ing that they did not have to fol-
low the rules. He said the fraud in-
volved not only financial aid but
also a lack of academic integrity.

“Some of the fraudulent con-
duct occurred in the classroom —
this is not the message teachers
and coaches should be sending to
young students,” Belot said.

The highest ranking Barton
County official indicted was
Elliott, 42, who resigned as ath-
letic director in May. He pleaded
guilty to mail fraud for a scheme
to get a medical hardship ruling
for a basketball player who was
not entitled to it, so that the ath-
lete could play basketball for an
extra year.

A jury convicted Brauman, 36,
in July of one count of embezzle-
ment, one count of theft and three
counts of mail fraud for using a
federal work-study program and
campus jobs to get around a con-
ference ban on giving athletes full
scholarships and causing false
academic credentials to be sent to
the University of Arkansas on an
athlete’s behalf.

Brauman told the judge he ad-
mitted being involved in the fi-
nancial aid scheme at the college,
and he said it struck him in his
heart when the judge said earlier
during the sentencing hearing that
the coaches were teaching stu-
dents something wrong.

“I made a huge mistake, and ob-
viously I am going to pay for it,”
he said.

Lashley, 33, pleaded guilty to
one count of theft of programs re-
ceiving federal funds. Lashley,
who worked at Barton from 2002
to 2006, admitted that he know-
ingly prepared false time sheets
for student athletes representing
work they did not do.

Lashley told the judge he was in
denial and afraid when the federal
investigation began: “As time
went on, I  came to realize I
shouldn’t blame others. ... I’ll live
with the consequences.”

Cross, 33, the men’s basketball
coach at Barton until  2002,
pleaded guilty to one count of
wire fraud for his part in a scheme
to defraud the University of Cin-
cinnati of the services of basket-
ball player Kareem Johnson, who
lacked the necessary college cred-
its to transfer to the university.

In his plea agreement, Cross ad-
mitted that while he was coach at
Chipola Junior College in
Marianna, Fla., he made arrange-
ments for one of his assistant
coaches to pose as Johnson and

take an online course from Barton
County Community College in
the summer of 2002 so Johnson
could get the necessary credit.

Cross told the judge he never in-
tended to harm Johnson and real-
izes now that he should have
found a different way to help him.
“I should have made him study
more. ... Instead, I took a short-
cut,” Cross said.

The fraud count to which Elliott

admitted guilt involved the mail-
ing of documents to the National
Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
seeking a medical hardship ruling
for player basketball  player
DaJuan Clayton. Such a ruling
would have allowed Clayton to
regain a year of athletic eligibil-
ity.

Elliott apologized to the court,
his family and Barton County

Community College.
“I admit I made mistakes,”

Elliott said. “I wish I could go
back and change some things.”

Former assistant basketball
coach Matthew B. Skillman,
former basketball coach David
“Soupy” Campbell, former assis-
tant basketball  coach Shane
Hawkins and former basketball
coach Ryan Wolf are all serving
probation after entering guilty
pleas.


