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Tips can help protect vulnerable adults from getting scammed

Dear Attorney General Kline:

Despite my efforts to convince
them otherwise, my elderly parents
insist on living by themselves. I'm
concerned that they may become
the targets of various scam artists.
Can you provide me some tips |
might share with them for their pro-
tection?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

One of my top priorities after tak-
ing office was to establish the Vul-
nerable Adults Task Force (VATF)
in July of 2003 within my Con-
sumer Protection Division. The
VATF seeks to protect Kansas’ se-
nior citizens and persons with dis-
abilities from consumer fraud and
exploitation through education, in-

Phill Kline

vestigation, and prosecution.

Here’s a list of tips to assist vul-
nerable adults and protect them
from scammers:

* Register your home and cell
phones on the Kansas and national
do-not-call list by calling toll-free
1-888-382-1222.

You should notice aconsiderable
decrease in the number of calls you
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receive three months after you reg-
ister.

* Never have your social security
number or your driver’s license
number pre-printed on your checks
or other documents to which others
may gain access. Guard credit card
and checking account information
as you do the keys to your house.

¢ Closely scrutinize all credit card

and bank statements for charges
that have been applied to your ac-
count without your permission. If
youdiscover such charges, call 785-
296-2424, select category 7, then
push #3 and #4 for more informa-
tion.

¢ Order your free credit report
each year and review it closely. To
dothisyoucancall 1-877-322-8228
or log onto
www.annualcreditreport.com.

* Request removal of your name
from direct mail solicitations by
writing to: Mail Preference Service,
P.O.Box 643, Carmel, NY 10512,

* Research charitable organiza-
tions before you donate. Call 785-
296-2424, select category 8§, then

push #5 for more information.

* Check out the complaint reso-
lution history of a company or
charitable organization with your
local Better Business Bureau. The
three Kansas BBB numbers are
(316) 263-3146 (Wichita), (785)
232-0454 (Topeka) and (816) 421-
7800 (Kansas City).

* Consider posting “No Trespass-
ing” and “No Soliciting” signs near
your property entrances. Immedi-
ately point them out to solicitors and
call the police when the signs are
disregarded.

* Never place bank statements,
credit card information or any sen-
sitive financial or personal informa-
tion in the trash without first shred-

Heavy rains mean pumpkin patch problems in Massachusetts

MONSON, Mass. (AP) —
Leaves are beginning to change on
the sugar maples that tower over the
stone walls near Westview Farms,
but there’s something missing from
this New England autumn scene:
the pumpkins.

Instead of countless pumpkins
covering Westview’s pick-your-
own pumpkin fields, weeds have
taken over the land.

The $20,000 that farmer Dave
Bradway spent planting pumpkins
in mid-June may as well be rotting
in the earth with the seeds ruined by
too much rain.

“This time of year, you’re sup-

posed to see nothing but orange.
Solid orange,” Bradway said re-
cently as he surveyed 53 acres of
whathe called a“total crop failure.”

Massachusetts farmers and agri-
culture experts said as much as half
of the state’s pumpkin crop may
have been washed away by heavy
rains in May and June.

“Some fields were so wet that the
seeds didn’t germinate,” said Ruth
Hazzard, a vegetable specialist at
the University of Massachusetts
Extension Agriculture and Land-
scape program. “Some farmers
couldn’t plant at all because it was
too wet.”

The National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service, whichkeeps records of
annual crop yields, won’t have an
official tally for this year’s pump-
kin production for several months.
In 2005, the agency reported that
Massachusetts pumpkin patches
yielded about 9,300 pounds per
acre.

Gerald Tillman, adeputy director
for the service, based in Concord,
N.H., said Massachusetts farmers
seem to have been the worst hit in
New England. Other crops, like
corn and potatoes, were hurt by the
rain, but nowhere near as badly as
pumpkins, Tillman said.

“I’ve heard from farmers saying
they didn’t have one vine that pro-
duced a pumpkin,” he said.

But those seeking the perfect
pumpkins to carve into jack-o’-lan-
terns or puree into pie filling
shouldn’t notice a shortage.

“There are plenty of pumpkins
for us to buy from New York,
Canada and Ohio and sell on our
own farms,” said Rich Bonanno,
whose pumpkin crop was washed
out in Methuen. “The public is re-
ally disconnected from the food
supply. They see pumpkins at the
farm stand and think they’re from
that farm.”

Many farms in western Massa-
chusetts, especially those in the
Connecticut River valley where
sandy soil allows rain water to eas-
ily drain away, were spared.

“We planted about 60 acres, and
we got all of it,” said Doug
McCrary, a South Hadley pumpkin
farmer.

Butthe unlucky farmers, particu-
larly in central and southeastern
Massachusetts, fell victim to
heavierrainfalls and soil thatretains
more water.

Some farmers will likely rely on
crop insurance to recoup some of
their losses.

ding or defacing the material.

* Be wary of whom you assign
power of attorney; much fraud and
financial abuse starts with trusted
family members. Only sign power
of attorney forms that have been
approved by an attorney hired to
represent your interests.

¢ Inform your bank that Attorney
General Phill Kline participated in
avideo titled “Preventing Elder Fi-
nancial Exploitation: How Banks
Can Help” and ask the bank man-
ager to use that tape to train bank
tellers on elder abuse.

e Call the Adult Protective Ser-
vices Hotline to report the abuse,
neglect, or exploitation of a vulner-
able adult at (800) 922-5330.

Our mission is to protect those
who have given so much from those
who would steal as much as they
could. That’s why I formed the Vul-
nerable Adults Task Force and why
we make justice for vulnerable
adults a top priority.

Attorney General Phill Kline of-
fers this public service to help you
avoid becoming a victim of con-
sumer fraud. Although some of the
detailshave been changed, the cases
appearing in this column are based
on actual complaints or questions.
For further information or to file a
complaint, please write Attorney
General Phill Kline, Consumer Pro-
tection Division, 120 SW 10th Ave.,
Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call the
toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-800-
432-2310.

BUSINESS DIRECTOR

LET ADVERTISING
WORK FOR YOU!!!

Ini

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory call Joe, Crystal
or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Do you take Supplements?

Do you ever wonder...?
*Are these the best supplements for me?
°Am I taking the right amount?
*Am | wasting money on the wrong supplements?
We can answer these questions!

Pat Willoughby, Teri Adams &

Corky Corder
Supplement Testing Coaches
785-460-6801
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David L. Browne lll

550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

www.fbfs.com

A rich person should leave his kids
enough to do something, but not
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enough to do nothing.
4th, Colby - 785-460-7277
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e\ -  WILLIAMS "Go the Extra Mile"
s
-~ Now Open:
E MACHINERY & SUPPLY 4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.
T e BEARINGS e 4:00 - 9:00 Fri - Sat.
N\ \ Same great pizza,

calzone, pasta.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

1100 W. 4th, Colby -

785-462-9977

The

Tool Box

e Faucets ¢

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!

e Kitchen Cabinets ¢
Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service

NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm

Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen

& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Vanities ¢ Sinks

Rory Henry e

P‘(\\,anced Technolog
Auto Glass

“The Difference is Clear”

785-460-7773

THE SUMMER
HEAT IS ON

24 HOUR
SERVICE
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Hea-t_:nd Air Inc
“We install the best...service the rest”
785-460-3008

CALL TODAY FOR ALL YOUR AIR-CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION NEEDS!
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Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin « 462:3939  seltiorierne 1ot
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Yesterday,
Today, and
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CARE

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

The Latest Technology and Most
Complete Care Available!
* Root Canals - Orthodontics

« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S
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Hours:

H

- M-F: 8-5:50;
v Sat: 8-4:30
Phone: 785-460-0828

Chuck Saddler

‘4 1114 Main, Gem {?ES} 462-35[.]'-1

Tracey Galli

930 S. Range

Fax: 785-460-0829

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave

Colby,KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

.

kCoIby, Kansas 67701 Cell: 785-443-1 082)
WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Crulses ATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
RSN /‘,};;’

155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 I Y CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET

Phone: 785.462.6999 1°.=.. > QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4. RN WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 N | re WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
A A
VACATION SPECIALS '#nghts Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel | $505 3 BOOK HOLIDAY
E/IEXICO RS Air & Hotel | s$soo 3| TRAVEL NOwW!
ARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air : $1,050 5
ALASKAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.500 128 Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 3 ; ™
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel i $700 | 3 All specials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 3/ 3/13515!3[ i Max 45! and are subject to availability
er s

*Viking & Bernina Sewing

Cozb‘y Machines ®Vacuums *Fabrics
S ew & Vac *Classes *Natures Air - Air Purifiers
Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Dry Carpet
Cleaning System

Customized
prescriptions for
patients with
unique medical
situations
requiring
unique medical

solutions.

=. Bison

Rx compounding & Therapy
James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A
Atwood, Kansas 67730
(785) 626-3237

(800) 696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
Residential roofs (785) 462-6908
Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiIMATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiMmATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339




