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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   Bidding Quiz
   1. Two spades. A player who passes originally

denies the values for an opening bid, but when he
has passed a near opening bid, it is sometimes pos-
sible for him to immediately identify the maximum
pass. One way of doing this is by jump-shifting to
another suit. Without a previous pass, the response
of one spade would be automatic, since this would
be 100 percent forcing. But after you have passed
originally, partner can pass your new-suit response.
In the given case, because you have a heart fit al-
ready established, plus a strong spade suit, the com-
bined hands should offer a very good chance for
game. The jump-shift apprises partner of that pos-
sibility and gives him a chance to reconsider if he
was planning to pass one spade.

 2. One spade. You have a maximum pass here
also, but because of the heart misfit and the weak-
ness of your spades, you should respond only one
spade. Partner’s heart bid has reduced the value of
your hand, and game prospects are therefore uncer-
tain despite your 11 high-card points. Although the
previous hand contained only 10 high-card points,
it was much more promising — because of the es-
tablished heart fit and the powerful spade suit —
than this one.

 3. Two hearts. Many players might bid two dia-
monds, not realizing that partner might pass before
the heart fit was disclosed. It is better to announce
the heart support at once. This is sure to raise the
value of partner’s hand and might induce him to bid
again, while a two-diamond response could leave
his values unchanged and cause him to pass.

4. Four hearts. Considering the known heart fit
and your attractive 5-4-3-1 distribution, this hand
now ranks as a full opening bid. The rule that an
opening bid opposite an opening bid means game
is therefore applied by going directly to four hearts.

 A raise to only three hearts would be excessively
cautious. The double raise by a passed hand is
merely invitational, not forcing, and you might find
yourself left at the post if you bid only three hearts.

   Super-Sound Detective Work
  Here is a fine example of the lengths to which a

careful declarer will go to give himself the maxi-
mum chance for the contract.

West leads the jack of diamonds against six
spades. Declarer sees that the slam is cold if the
missing diamonds are divided 3-2. So, from the start,
he devotes all his attention to guarding against a 4-
1 diamond division. His first step in this direction is
to take the opening trick with dummy’s ace. This
leaves him in a position to finesse against the 10-x-
x in either opponent’s hand if the suit is divided 4-
1.  After East follows low, South has no way of know-
ing which defender, if either, has the remaining three
diamonds. Declarer then draws trumps, ending in
dummy, and plays a low club. He hopes East has the
ace, because, if he does, the contract is certain. When
East follows low, South wins with the king, mark-
ing East with the ace. Declarer then cashes the K-A
of hearts and his last two trumps, bringing about this
position:

North — [D] Q 8 4; [C] Q
West — Immaterial
East—      [D] 10 7 5;     [C] A
South — [D] K 9 6;  [C] 5
South now cashes the king of diamonds, thus

guarding against West having started with four dia-
monds. If East shows out, South has a proven finesse
against West. But when West shows out, declarer
still has things under control. He leads a club, forc-
ing East to win with the ace and return a diamond,
whether he likes it or not.
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