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Promotion presents new problems
Dear Dr. Brothers: I recently was

promoted from an hourly pay posi-
tion to a yearly salary at my office.
I’m pretty young (28), and I have
plans to keep rising in the company.
But my problem is the working
hours. When I punched a time clock,
I had my nine (actually eight and a
half) hours set, and on some occa-
sions I would be asked to stay an
extra hour or two to help with inven-
tory. Now I am having trouble ad-
justing to freedom from the clock. I
notice that most of my colleagues
put in well over nine hours, but I
have a newborn baby and a wife at
home. Am I cheating by leaving on
time?

— T.E.
Dear T.E.: You are having some

typical psychological reactions to
climbing the ladder at work —
and it will take a little time to ad-
just to your new status. Since you
feel that you would like to keep
going in this same direction and
see if it can lead to career success,
I hope you will take a deep breath
and try to relax a little.

Everyone knows you have been
promoted because of your abili-
ties and the hard work you have
already put in — or you would still
be punching the clock. They prob-
ably also know about your baby,
and it’s too bad you don’t have
paternity leave in your benefits
package (have you checked?), but
surely your employer and co-
workers will cut you a little slack
at this time. In the future, you
might want to spend a little more
time at work once or twice a week,
just to show that you don’t have
that old time-clock mentality go-
ing! Talk it over with your wife
and see what she is comfortable
with, if it makes you feel like a
better father and husband. Don’t
forget — those come first!

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband

and I are proud parents of a bright
little boy. He has excelled in pre-
school and has always been “ahead
of the curve” when it comes to
games, puzzles and educational
video games. The problem is that he
is young — at the very bottom of the
cutoff age for going to kindergarten
— and we are wondering if this
should be a factor in deciding
whether to send him this year. We
know that academically, he can
handle anything, but we don’t know
much about psychological factors.
Can you enlighten us?

— P.O.
Dear P.O.: Start by asking the

preschool teachers if there have
been any social problems sur-
rounding your son and the kids he
would be moving into kindergar-
ten with as his peers. If he has al-
ready found a place in this peer
group, you might feel confident in
sending him on. However, if he has
few friends or is the subject of
bullying by bigger kids, you need
to think about keeping him in pre-
school for another year.

A study was done in England, in
which teachers, parents and
10,000 schoolchildren were sur-
veyed to assess mental health. The
youngest children in the class
were found to have significantly
more psychiatric symptoms and
disorders. While it isn’t clear
whether the stress that causes
such reactions comes from aca-
demic challenges or bullying, it is
something for parents of “young-
ers” to consider. One extra
thought: If you hold him back, he
will be among the first to get his

driver’s license when the time
comes — quite a social coup! At
any rate, you know your child —
follow your instincts.

 Dear Dr. Brothers: I have a 13-
year-old son who needs to have the
old “sex talk,” but I can’t seem to
make myself do it. I have this hor-
rible feeling that whatever I say will
be turned against me, or that he will
start asking me about my own sexual
experiences as a kid (don’t ask!), or
that I won’t even know what is ap-
propriate information for his age
and experience — not that he has
any yet, I hope. What should I do?
His dad refuses to deal with it at all!

— A.V.
Dear A.V.: First of all, take a

deep breath. I doubt that your son
is going to pry into your sexual
history. He is probably going to be
more embarrassed than you are to
be delving into the topic. Also, re-
member that kids are notorious
for finding the idea that their par-
ents are or were ever sexually ac-
tive quite horrifying.

Your son probably has had
some basic sex education in
school. If you don’t know what
has been covered, a good way to
initiate the talk might be to ask
him what he has learned in health
class — or whatever it is called in
his school. File that information
away for later, and try to ap-
proach the subject in a topical way
— taking your cue from a TV
show or another topic he might
come into contact with in our sex-
saturated world. Once you start a
dialogue — which you should
have done many years ago, but
never mind — the conversations
should start to get a tiny bit easier.
And ask your husband to step up
to the plate and do some of the
talking — young men desperately
need involved fathers, especially
in this area.

Bridge

Delicate Declarer Play
There are plays that seem to make no sense

whatever but have lots of wisdom behind them.
Consider this deal from a team-of-four match
where the contract at both tables was four
spades.

West’s three-club bid was pre-emptive and
indicated a weak hand with lots of clubs. Both
Norths passed — they were slightly short of a
voluntary three-spade bid. But when South
then doubled for takeout, indicating a power-
ful hand, both Norths jumped to four spades to
show greater strength than a three-spade bid
would have shown.

  At the first table, West led the diamond ten,
East playing the seven on the ace to start a high-
low signal. Declarer returned a trump from
dummy and, after successfully finessing the
jack, led a diamond to dummy’s queen on
which East played the six.

On the next trump lead from dummy, East
went up with the ace and returned a club to
West’s ace. West thereupon led a third diamond,
ruffed by East, and declarer later lost a heart
trick to go down one.

At the second table, after the ace of diamonds
and jack of spades also won the first two tricks,
declarer made a peculiar play at trick three.
Instead of returning to dummy with a second
diamond as his counterpart had done, he led the
king of clubs! This apparently senseless move
proved to be just what the doctor ordered.

West took the king with the ace and played a
second diamond. But, with the enemy’s only
line of communication having been severed,
declarer was now in the driver’s seat.

 He won the diamond with dummy’s queen
and led a trump. East won with the ace, but he
had no way to reach his partner for a diamond
ruff. South thus lost only a spade, a heart and a
club, and his shrewd king-of-clubs play —
known as a “scissors coup” — was justly re-
warded.

   Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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