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Nun will become first U.S. saint in six years

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. (AP) —
An Indiana nun once banished
from her congregation by a bishop
will be proclaimed a saint on Sun-
day, providing a model of virtuous
life to America’s Roman Catho-
lics — even if they find them-
selves at odds with church lead-
ers.

Pope Benedict XVI will canon-
ize Blessed Mother Theodore
Guerin as the first new U.S. saint
in six years, a span marked in this
country by the scandal over the
sexual abuse of minors by clergy.

The pontiff also will canonize a
Mexican bishop and two Italians
who founded religious orders.

The celebration of a new saint
offers a respite from the lawsuits
and settlements that have domi-
nated much of the discussion of
the U.S. church in recent years,
and Guerin’s life story can inspire
those struggling in their own faith,
said members of the religious or-
der she founded, the Sisters of
Providence of St. Mary-of-the-
Woods.

“The bishop here in Vincennes
was impossible to work with, yet
she always kept her faith. She held

one of the order’s leaders. “In that
way, she witnesses to us how to be
today in an imperfect, flawed, sin-
ful church.”

Guerinled a group of six French
nuns who arrived in Indiana on
Oct. 22, 1840, to establish a com-
munity in the woods outside Terre
Haute.

She and Vincennes Bishop
Celestin de la Hailandiere
struggled over control of the
fledgling order, and he dismissed
Guerin from her vows, threatened
her with excommunication and
banished her for a time from St.
Mary-of-the-Woods. She did not
return until after his resignation in
1847.

In that way, she is like many
saints who found themselves
bucking church authorities while
alive, only to be acclaimed as
saints after their deaths, said the
Rev. Richard McBrien, a theolo-
gian at the University of Notre
Dame and the author of the 2001
book “Lives of the Saints.”

“So many leading figures who
had tussles with their bishop or
other high-ranking ecclesiastical
officials were later rehabilitated.

the officials who gave them a dif-
ficulttime,” McBrien said. “I dare
say that Mother Guerin, as a soon-
to-be-canonized saint, will
achieve an elevated status that
will forever elude the bishop who
dismissed her.”

When Guerin and fellow sisters
stepped off the stagecoach at St.
Mary-of-the Woods, only a simple
church in a dense forest awaited
them. They boarded with a local
family until acquiring a small
cabin that was so cold their bread
froze. They faced anti-Catholic
prejudice in frontier western Indi-
ana.

Guerin raised money and built
an academy for girls billed as the
oldest Roman Catholic college for
women in the U.S. It’s known to-
day as St. Mary-of-the-Woods
College. The sisters also founded
schools across Indiana. Today the
order has 465 sisters, with 10
women currently in formation to
become nuns.

Guerin, who died in 1856 at the
age of 57, remains arole model for
women at the college, said
Samantha Dumm, a 19-year-old
sophomore from Morgantown,

students to the Vatican for
Sunday’s canonization.

“She wants us to be strong
women, stand up for ourselves
and make our own way in life,”
Dumm said.

Guerin will become the eighth
U.S. saint and the first one canon-
ized since Sister Katherine Drexel
in October 2000.

A little more than a year after
Drexel’s canonization, the scan-
dal over the sex abuse by Catho-
lic priests erupted in the Archdio-
cese of Boston and spread across
the country. Since then, hundreds
of millions of dollars in settle-
ments have been paid out, and
bishops’ popularity has waned,
despite reform measures.

Sister Marie Kevin Tighe, who
promoted Guerin’s cause for
sainthood for the order, said she
hopes the canonization will refo-
cus the attention of Catholics and
non-Catholics alike on holi-
ness.

“I think every time it happens,
itis an impetus for the rest of us,”
Tighe said. “God did not create
just some people to be special. We
are all on earth on a faith journey

ontoit,”

said Sister Marcia Speth,

History remembers them, but not

Ind., who is traveling with other

to heaven.”

New book

offers hope

for young and older

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

A Hoxie man has written an in-
spirational book about hope to show
people of all ages the future is not
one of doom and gloom.

“In doing a lot of study and re-
search on the kingdom of God,”
W.G.Romine I said, “whatbecame
apparent is people are hunting the
truth.”

Romine is an ordained bishop,
church pastor and chancellor of
Colby-based Redeeming Love
Ministries Training Center. He said
his book, “Unspeakable Truth” is
not about preaching the Gospel, but
is about helping people understand
the truth as it relates to the whole
kingdom of God.

“I'moffering hope to people who
really don’t have any where to find
it,” he said.

While notdirected at any particu-
lar age group, Romine said his pri-
mary audience for the book is jun-
ior high to college age students and
those nearing retirement age.

“The book is for younger people
to see this as a way to build hope for
the future,” Romine said.

“And for
older people,
the book is to
help them
identify prob-
lems they
gained from
their family
and a way to
reach down to
their children
and grandchil-
dren.”

He said “Unspeakable Truth” is
abook that can “catch people before
it’s hopeless.”

“In my early days of preaching I
saw pastors preaching a safe ver-
sion of the Gospel and people were
getting disgruntled because the safe
Gospel isn’t what people have to
deal within the real world,” Romine
said.

Romine said he wrote “Unspeak-
able Truth” as a way to help people
find hope in the truth of God’s word
and teach them how to apply it.

“Unspeakable Truth” is available
online at
www.barnesandnoble.com or
www.campusi.com or by calling
Vantage Press at (800) 882-3273.

Romine
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Worship in the church
of your choice this
weekend.

Sy g

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.,
Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. mornings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00 p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m.
- Intercessory & Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women'’s Bible Study

Schedule of church services

ASCENSION-ON-THE-PRAIRIE EPISCOPAL,
Rev. Don Martin, College Drive & Wheatridge
Rd., 462-3041, Holy Eucharist, 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday. Evening Prayer, 5:15 p.m. Wednesday,
September through May. Christian Education for
Youth, 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September
through May

COLLEGE DRIVE ASSEMBLY OF GOD,

Pastor, Jeremy Gundling, 245 W. College Dr. -
462-8234, Early Service - 8:00 a.m.; Sunday
School 9:30a.m., Morning Worship - 10:45a.m.

BEREAN CHURCH, 1000 S. Franklin, 460-2763,
www.colbyberean.com; Sunday School9:30a.m.,
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. Awana Clubs,
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Middle & High School,
Wednesday, 7 p.m. @ the Heartland Christian
School Gym

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, Grant & Webster
Street, 462-2867. Sunday School 9:15 a.m.,
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Youth Group 7:00
p.m., Wednesday Kids Club (K-6) 7:00 p.m.

COLLEGE VIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, (SBC),
Pastor Tom Huffman, 1185 Wheatridge Rd. at
College Drive, 460-7144, Sunday Bible Study
9:30a.m., Sunday Worship services, 10:45a.m.

MINGO BIBLE CHURCH, 420 Main Mingo, 785-
462-2992: An independent community church
served by Village Missions Pastor Chris Shubert.
Sunday School: 9:30AM - all ages. Sunday Ser-
vices: 10:45AM. Sunday Nights: 1st Sunday of
the month: potluck following morning service -
no evening service; 2nd Sunday: services at
6:30 PM; 3rd Sunday: informalfellowship - bring
a snack to share!; 4th and 5th Sunday: services
at6:30 p.m.

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC, 462-2179, Fa-
ther Dana Clark, Pastor, Saturday Eve. Mass
5:30 p.m., Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.,
Confessions will be heard Saturday 4:30-5:05
p.m.andfrom 7:30-7:45a.m.and 9:25-9:40a.m.
on Sunday.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Rev. Carol
Rahn, 515 W. 4th, 462-6342, Worship, 9:00 a.m.

WESLEYAN CHURCH, 320 W. Pine - 462-8391,
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship
10:40a.m., Sunday Evening Cellgroups at 6:00
p.m., Wednesday Youth Ministries, Kids Club-
house 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS, 1145 S. Franklin - 460-6605,
President Gary Slavens, 460-2656; Rocky
Robbins, 1st counselor, 460-1101; Tim Wilson,
2nd counselor, 785-846-7796. Sacrament meet-
ing 10 a.m., Sunday School and Primary 11:20
a.m., Priesthood, Relief Society, YM/YW, 12:10
p.m.; Family History Center open to public, 7-9
p.m. Thursdays or by appointment. Call 462-
3571.

COLBY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, Rev.
James Mardock, pastor, 950 S. Franklin, 462-
6521, Sunday Worship Services at 8:30 and
11:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m., Fellowship coffee 9:30
a.m., Sunday School, 9:45 a.m., KXXX broad-
casts 11:00 worship. http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
colby-umc/

REDEEMING LOVE MINISTRIES, INC., 345N.
Franklin, Apostle W.G. and Rev. Orvella Romine,
Equipping Class, Sunday, 10 a.m., Sunday wor-
ship, 11 a.m., Wednesday, R.L.M Training Cen-
ter (Bible School), 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, 510 E. 4th, Jay Kelley,
minister, Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m., Sunday
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday Eve. Worship 6:00
p.m., Wednesday, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

COLBY EVANGELISM CENTER, Rev. Robert
Cooper, 815 West 3rd - 462-2062, Sunday
School 9:45; Sunday service 10:00 and 6:30
p.m.; Wednesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m.; Friday
Youth Power Hour at 7:00 p.m.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, (Disciples of
Christ), Pastor Bradley L. Herndon, 385 W. 3rd -
460-2718, Sunday Morning Worship at 9:00
a.m.; Sunday School at 10:30 a.m. E-mail:
fecccolby @st-tel.net

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rev. John L.
Schmidt, East 5th & Country Club, 462-3497,
Services, Sat., 5:30 p.m., Sunday; Sunday
School and Adult Bible Class 9:15 a.m.; Ser-
vices,10:30 a.m. Visitus at www.trinitycolby.com

OURSAVIORS LUTHERAN CHURCH, Brewster,
Sunday worship 9:00 a.m.; 2nd Sunday of the
month at 8:00 a.m.

PLEASANT HOME CHURCH, Pastor, Charlie
Busch, 694-2242, 3190 Road 70, Edson, Wor-
ship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School 10:00 a.m.,
Evening service, 6:00 p.m.

LEVANT COMMUNITY CHURCH, 205 1st St.,
Pastor Jerry Vincent, 586-2376, Sunday School
(classesfor3years & up and 3 adultclasses) 9:30
a.m., Morning worship 10:30 a.m.

WINONA METHODIST CHURCH, Rev. Sheryl
Johnson, Sunday School, 10:30 a.m., Morning
Worship 9:15 a.m. (CDT)

BREWSTER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
PO Box 250, Brewster. Pastor Dorine Chambers,
785-462-6044, Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.;
Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF, REXFORD, Joan
Dingwerth, Director, 687-2565

REXFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH, Rexford,
Pastor Lane Purcell, 687-3305, Sunday School
9:30 a.m., Worship Service 10:30 a.m.

BREWSTER COMMUNITY CHURCH, Mike
Pinkelman, Pastor, Brewster - 694-2720, Sunday
School (all ages) 9:30 a.m., Worship Service
10:30 a.m., Bible Study 7:00 p.m., Wed. morn-
ings 6:30 a.m. - Men’s Bible Study, Wed. 7:00
p.m. - Children’s Ministries (Royal Rangers/
Missionettes), Wed. 7:15 p.m. - Intercessory &
Prayer, Thurs. 4:00 p.m. - Women’s Bible Study

This feature is sponsored by these business firms and individuals as a contribution to the religious life of the community.
To become a sponsor, call Crystal Rucker, or Jasmine Crotinger at 462-3963.

We appreciate the businesses and individuals who have been faithful contributors to this space.
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