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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

(T JUST CAN'T DISMISS MY WEIGHT GAIN
BY BUYING NEW PANTS, SAL. THINK OF
THE PRECEDENT...

SOON I'D BE TEN
POUNDS HEAVIER.
THEN 20. THEN 40...
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TO SWEATPANTS. S
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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I FORGOT THE
KING 1S A
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DADOY, WE NEED YOUR HELP
TO SETTLE AN ARGUMENT
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SORRY KIDS, BUT YOUR MOTHER
5| NEEDS ME RIGHT NOW ]
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YOULL HAVE TO KEEP
ARGUING UNTIL I GET BACK

www.Blondie.com

Boy! REALLY WHEN ZERO
)} MISS BUXLEY IS GORGEOUS! LEARNS A NEW
“ GORGEOLS/ WORD, HE LIKES TO
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JUST CAN'T
STAND
JESSICA.

GET CREAMED
AT SHOW AND

We JUST NEEDTO ASKLOU A FEW
BASIC QUESTIONSTD SE€\F WE'RE A
GOOP MATCH FOR SOUR MOTHER.
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Cryptoquip
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF YOU'RE BUYING
CERTAIN EATING UTENSILS, I GUESS YOU'LL
HAVE TO FORK OVER THE BUCKS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: § equals T
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Crankshaft ® Tom Batiuk and Chuck Ayers
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Yesterday’s  Cryptoquip: WHEN  RIDERS

COMMUTING TOGETHER USE AN UNDERPASS, I

WOULD CALL THAT A CARPOOL TUNNEL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Y equals C
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ACROSS 32 Just 51 Has 11 “Jabber-
1 Kermit is standing bills to wocky”
one around pay opener
5 Fashion- 33 Earned a 52 Started 16 Blue hue
able blessing? 53 Long 20 Constric-
8 End a 35 Proboscis sandwich tor type
relation- 36 Many 21 Bugs
ship millennia  DOWN 22 Monkey
uncere- 37 Animal 1 Dog suit
moniously with a bane? 23 Couric’s
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Bridge

East dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
®AQO6
¥863
®J8S5
P+ AKIJII0
WEST EAST
®» 107 @®» D
YA1094 YQIJS5
®AK 764 € Q10932
3 *+Q952
SOUTH
DMK JTIO8543
YK 72
o —
764
The bidding:
East South West North
Pass 3 Pass 4 &

Opening lead — king of diamonds.

An Extraordinary Play

There are times when the winning play runs so
contrary to normal practice that very few declarers
would even think of it, much less make the play. Yet,
when the play is subsequently examined in the cold
light of day, its validity cannot be denied.

Consider this deal where West led the king of dia-
monds against four spades. Southruffed, played the
A-K of trumps, then led a club to the jack, losing to
the queen. Back came the queen of hearts, where-
upon the defenders collected three heart tricks for
down one.

It’snoteasy to see what declarer could have done
to prevent this unlucky outcome, even if you look
atall fourhands. Butthe factis that South could have
guaranteed the contract at trick one. Instead of
trumping West’s opening lead, he should have dis-
carded a club!

Let’s say West leads another diamond. South
ruffs, cashes the A-K of trumps and plays the A-K-
J of clubs. If East produces the queen, South ruffs,
returns to dummy with a trump and discards a heart
on the club ten to make the contract. If East does not
produce the queen of clubs, South discards a heart
and achieves the same result even if West has the
queen. Either way, declarer can’t lose more than
three tricks. There is no question that discarding a
club attrick one is a play few declarers would think
of. It simply runs too much against the grain. Nev-
ertheless, there can be no denying that the club dis-
card virtually assures a favor able outcome, while
trumping the king of diamonds clearly jeopardizes
the contract. By discarding on West’s king of clubs,
South makes sure that East, the dangerous opponent,
can never gain the lead for the potentially killing
heart shift. From that point on, all roads lead directly
to Rome.

South dealer.

North-South vulnerable.
NORTH

J 10942

EAST
»J108062
Yo 42
* K S8
PO 85

The bidding:
South West
2 & Pass
4 o Pass
6 NT

Opening lead — queen of hearts.

It Happened in Dead Man’s Gulch

Ithappened in Dead Man’s Gulch many years ago.
Twelve good men and true listened attentively to the
evidence. It seems that East — in afit of rage in the
middle of a hand — suddenly pulled out his six-
shooter and lethis partner have it. East was promptly
hauled into court before judge and jury and tried for
murder.

The facts were not disputed. The defendant (East)
told his story, which was confirmed by the two other
surviving players as well as two kibitzers.

It was agreed that South got to six notrump as
shown. The fact that six diamonds was laydown was
noteven discussed. The district attorney obviously
thought this was irrelevant.

The deceased, a strictly orthodox player, led the
queen of hearts. Declarer won with the king and saw
that he could not make the slam without dummy’s
diamonds. So he led a diamond and finessed the
queen. The defendant smoothly played the eight,
and dummy’s queen won the trick! East had come
to the conclusion that he could not defeat the con-
tract unless South could be induced to take another
diamond finesse. In that case, dummy’s diamonds
would become useless, and the slam would go down.

It is impossible to state categorically whether
East’singenious play would have succeeded. After
the diamond queen held, South cashed five club
tricks. The deceased followed to three rounds of
clubs, nextdiscarded aheart and then — adiamond!

South immediately led a diamond, but even be-
forehe could play the ace and catch East’s king, three
shots rang out.

If you were in the jury box and had to cast a bal-
lot,how would you vote? Guilty? Or would you say
it was justifiable homicide?

North
3 &
4 &

East
Pass
Pass
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“They’re gettin’ me a wall phone. I've
lost three cell phones in my room.”
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“I’m making sure Jeffy gets to the
mailbox without losing my letter.”




