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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   An Extraordinary Play
There are times when the winning play runs so

contrary to normal practice that very few declarers
would even think of it, much less make the play. Yet,
when the play is subsequently examined in the cold
light of day, its validity cannot be denied.

Consider this deal where West led the king of dia-
monds against four spades. South ruffed, played the
A-K of trumps, then led a club to the jack, losing to
the queen. Back came the queen of hearts, where-
upon the defenders collected three heart tricks for
down one.

It’s not easy to see what declarer could have done
to prevent this unlucky outcome, even if you look
at all four hands. But the fact is that South could have
guaranteed the contract at trick one. Instead of
trumping West’s opening lead, he should have dis-
carded a club!

Let’s say West leads another diamond. South
ruffs, cashes the A-K of trumps and plays the A-K-
J of clubs. If East produces the queen, South ruffs,
returns to dummy with a trump and discards a heart
on the club ten to make the contract. If East does not
produce the queen of clubs, South discards a heart
and achieves the same result even if West has the
queen. Either way, declarer can’t lose more than
three tricks. There is no question that discarding a
club at trick one is a play few declarers would think
of. It simply runs too much against the grain. Nev-
ertheless, there can be no denying that the club dis-
card virtually assures a favor able outcome, while
trumping the king of diamonds clearly jeopardizes
the contract. By discarding on West’s king of clubs,
South makes sure that East, the dangerous opponent,
can never gain the lead for the potentially killing
heart shift. From that point on, all roads lead directly
to Rome.

 It Happened in Dead Man’s Gulch
It happened in Dead Man’s Gulch many years ago.

Twelve good men and true listened attentively to the
evidence. It seems that East — in a fit of rage in the
middle of a hand — suddenly pulled out his six-
shooter and let his partner have it. East was promptly
hauled into court before judge and jury and tried for
murder.

The facts were not disputed. The defendant (East)
told his story, which was confirmed by the two other
surviving players as well as two kibitzers.

 It was agreed that South got to six notrump as
shown. The fact that six diamonds was laydown was
not even discussed. The district attorney obviously
thought this was irrelevant.

The deceased, a strictly orthodox player, led the
queen of hearts. Declarer won with the king and saw
that he could not make the slam without dummy’s
diamonds. So he led a diamond and finessed the
queen. The defendant smoothly played the eight,
and dummy’s queen won the trick! East had come
to the conclusion that he could not defeat the con-
tract unless South could be induced to take another
diamond finesse. In that case, dummy’s diamonds
would become useless, and the slam would go down.

 It is impossible to state categorically whether
East’s ingenious play would have succeeded. After
the diamond queen held, South cashed five club
tricks. The deceased followed to three rounds of
clubs, next discarded a heart and then — a diamond!

South immediately led a diamond, but even be-
fore he could play the ace and catch East’s king, three
shots rang out.

 If you were in the jury box and had to cast a bal-
lot, how would you vote? Guilty? Or would you say
it was justifiable homicide?

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Crankshaft • Tom Batiuk and Chuck Ayers


