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Husband threatens to rape wite

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am in an
awful position, and I don’t under-
stand what I am supposed to do.
Does my husbandreally “own” me?
This is what he keeps telling me,
and I know itisn’ttrue, but he insists
that he can have sex with me when-
ever he wants to, and that it is my
“wifely duty” to give in, even if |
don’t feel like it. Last night I really
didn’t want to, and he came close to
forcing me before I relented and let
him have his way. He has a strong
sex drive, and I just am not inter-
ested. In other areas, he treats me
pretty well. We have been married
two years. Am I really being a bad
wife to reject him, or is it OK?

—C.C.

Dear C.C.:Itisnotonly “OK,”
but it is your right to reject him
whenever you don’t want sex.
Your marriage vows implied that
sex would be a part of marriage,
but that doesn’t mean you have to
engage in any kind of sexual be-
havior against your will, just be-
causeit’s with your husband. Ifhe
is using threats to get you to have
sex, that is something that could
get him into deep trouble.

While many states have laws
against spousal rape, some are
very weak and require a higher
standard of proof because law-
makers feel there is a greater op-
portunity for abuse — for ex-
ample, a woman claiming rape
just because she is angry and
wants to get even with her hus-
band.

Half a century ago, there were
few or no such laws protecting a
woman’s sexual rights within
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marriage. Wives traditionally
had been considered a sort of
property of the husband —
“wifely duty’” and all. But today,
forcing sex upon a spouse is a se-
rious crime, and your husband
should be aware of this. In the
meantime, you need to figure out
why you are so averse to sex that
your husband feels he must de-
mand it. You should be able to
come to some sort of compromise
so that neither of you feels frus-
trated or abused. A marriage
counselor might be able to help
you discuss your issues.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I'm a widow
with two teenage boys. Yesterday,
while the kids were at school, I was
doing some work on our family
computer and I stumbled on a link
to a porn site. I figure it must have
gotten there frommy older son, who
is 17.

I hope it was from him, and not
my 13-year-old! Anyway, I was
curious and followed the link, and
found some pretty disgusting stuff.
This wasn’t just pictures of nude
girls (which I could understand),
butreal X-rated pornography. What
should I do? Should I confront my
older son? If so, what do I say to
him?I’m confused and a little pan-

icked.
—L.R.

Dear L.R.: It is a horrible feel-
ing when you have to confront
some of the ugly realities of kids
growing up, especially when it
involves exposure to ideas and
images that are as disrespectful to
women as most pornis. Butdon’t
panic; you can deal with thisissue
just as you have with the issues
that have cropped up in all the
years of your son’s development.
You don’t say how long you have
been widowed, but this is an area
where you probably feel particu-
larly helpless without your hus-
band. But even though you might
feelill-equipped or embarrassed,
it’s not a bad idea to have a con-
versation with your sons.

Most teenage boys will look at
porn on the Internet — out of cu-
riosity about sex, because it’s fun
and stimulating, and because
their friends are doing the same
thing. (If the 13-year-old hasn’t
doneityet, he probably soon will.)
I'thinkitis alittlelate touse block-
ing software; the kids need to be
approached in a way that gives
them specific information about
what you expect from them.

There should be no money
spent on pornography, and they
should realize that these sites are
not representative of how they
should treat young women. Your
sons will probably be mortified to
be discussing this with you, so be
satisfied with “a word to the
wise.”

(c) 2006 by King Features
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Thank you, Sparky!

JAN KATZ ACKERMANY/Colby Free Press

Sparky the Fire Prevention Dog spoke to Oakley Grade School students recently as part of fire
prevention week. Cody Finlay, pictured here as Sparky, is wearing the new educational suit the
Oakley Fire Department purchased with fire prevention grant money.

In the land of ‘do no wrong,” older sister is always right

Dear Harlan,

Help me understand my sister.
She’s two and ahalf'years older and
always thinks she knows itall — the
type of person who takes a job and
after only one week is the best em-
ployee the place ever had, accord-
ing to her. Yet she has not managed
to hold a job for more than a year or
two. She was constantly tapping our
parents for money, even though she
was very capable of earning her
own. Now that our parents have
passed on, she’s still got this Every-
body Owes Her attitude and blows
through money like it is water. I
have tried to understand her, but I
am more confused now than ever
before. Does she have a possible
mental short circuit or something?

— Younger Sister

Dear Younger Sister,

Your sister lives in the land of
the DO NO WRONGS — mean-
ing, if you tell her she’s done
something wrong, she will play
therole of the victim, making you

wrong and her right. Instead of
trying to prove her wrong (impos-
sible in her eyes), focus on the
people who are doing her wrong.
Encourage her to get professional
help for herself, NOT to help her-
self, but to “understand those
around her who continue to
wrong her.” If you tell her that
she’s wrong, she’ll never go. If
this approach doesn’t work, ask
her to help you. Tell her that
you’re struggling with issues and
need her help. Invite her to coun-
seling, NOT to help herself, but to
help you. If the counselor is any
good, your sister will see that she’s
not always right and you’re not
always wrong. Should none of
this work, compassion for a sister
in obvious pain coupled with
short visits might be the best and
only way to manage this relation-
ship.

Dear Harlan,
Several weeks ago, a college

. FLU/PNEUMONIA SHOTS .

Children are welcome and encouraged to attend.
No Cost to Medicare patients.
A $20 charge for non-Medicare patients.

e FREE SKIN CANCER
SCREENINGS o

Do you have a spot or an unusual mole that you
would like to have examined?
Dr. Kellogg or Dr. Matchell will perform the
screening at no cost!

- FREE BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS .

FCHC nurses will check your blood pressure.

SNACKS & BEVERAGES
PROVIDED!!!

Winterize your body! Come in and see one of
The Family Center for Health Care doctors dur-
ing the times below without an appointment:

Tuesday, Oct. 24

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Dr. Matchell

Wednesday, Oct. 25 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Dr. Kellogg

310 E. College Drive in Colby - 785-462-6184

freshman wrote to you about getting
arrested for consumption of alcohol
and asked how it would change his
life. Your response wasn’t to make
himresponsible for his actions, but
to encourage him to ask his parents
to pay for an attorney. You also en-
couraged him to take an alcohol-
awareness class to help get the
charges expunged from the record,
not to help him see the bigger prob-
lem. Our entire society is all about
blaming someone else or allowing
apersoninanexpensive suitto take
care of all of our problems. Not en-
couraging this person to take a good
look at himself and his actions is as
good as saying, “pay someone to fix
it for you.” We, as parents, educa-
tors, family members and members

Order Christmas
Greenery NOW
for late November

arrival!
For your holiday
greenery and accessory
needs, see us at:

. .-
PASTTIMES

640 N. Franklin, 460-7278

of society in general need to not
make excuses for others’ actions but
instead to focus on taking respon-
sibility so that the mistakes are not
repeated. My concern is that the
opportunity of holding this person
accountable was missed. Your col-
umn implied that honesty is not the
best policy. Instead, if we can afford
to “cover” our mistakes, then we
don’t have to be accountable.
— A Concerned Reader, Shelly
Dear Concerned Reader,
I agree; he needs to be held ac-
countable. Too many teenagers
make one bad choice, then follow
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itup with another bad choice,and
another. I was trying to stop it at
one bad choice. I figured between
an honest talk with his parents
and attending an alcohol-aware-
ness class, the larger issue would
be discovered. That said, I should
have said it. Thank you.

Editor’s note: Write Harlan at
harlan(at)helpmeharlan.com or
online: www.helpmeharlan.com.
All letters submitted become prop-
erty of the author. Send paper to
Help Me, Harlan! 2506 N. Clark St.,
Ste. 223, Chicago, Ill. 60614.

TC RANCH
ANGUS FEMALE
57th Anniversary

SALE

Wed., November 1, 2006

SELLING 55 cow calf
pairs, 50 bred heifers, and
20 select cows. Complete
ratio data and EPDs.

VANCE UDEN
TC Franklin, NE 68939

| y = IWA 308-425.3675
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Dodgeball Tournament
Sat., Oct. 21 ¢ 1 p.m. @ the CCC Gymnasium

Prizes awarded for the top three teams. Each team consists of six players.
We are looking for prizes to award each team and if possible,
something for each winning player. Sponsoring Packages: Level 1 -
Donations of $50 & more; Level 2 - Donations of $25 - $49

KANSAS COUNTRY STORE -

SPONSORED BY: COLBY BOWL & FUN CENTER

VILLAGE INN - HEALTH COTTAGE

PIZZA HUT - SUBWAY

- THE PARTY HOUSE - ARMY - IMAGE MAKERS

VISIT HOXIE!!

Hoxie Business Directory

Advertising pays!!
Give Joe Hayes a call TODAY!! 462-3963

SCHC

The Road to Wellness in Narthwvest Kansas

SHERIDAN COUNTY HEALTH COMPLEX

e Hospital ® Hoxie Medical Clinic
e Long Term Care Center ® Assisted Living

Hoxie Medical Clinic
John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C

785-675-3018
826 18th ~

Selden Community Clinic
Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

785-386-4380
112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

Hoxie, KS
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[ Hoxie Office Supply )

Helping Your Office Run S”moo”thly!

We have all this and much more:

* Scrapbooking  Computer Supplies * File Cabinets
e Office Chairs © Everyday Office Supplies » Gift Ideas
o Shredders * Ink & Toner Cartridges

820 Main St. ~ Hoxie, KS
785-675-9999 ~

Toll Free: 1-866-478-9999)

Q,“ER BUILT TRAIL
QO 1-70, Exit 93

£,
%
Grainfield, KS 67737

BEST PRICES,
BEST SERVICE,
BAR NONE!

PJ & Loadtrail Flatbeds ¢ PJ Tiltbed & Dump Trailers
Travalong & Titan Horse & Stock Trailers
Atchison Hay Trailers * Doolittle Cargo Trailers

Pronghorn

MIKE & JANET BAINTER

Truck Beds
785-673-5100




