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Iowa farmers tell EPAto exempt TV LLISTING S
them from dust proposal law

PERRY, Iowa (AP) — Mud
posed more of a problem than dust
for lowa farmers hoping to demon-
strate their opposition to dust con-
trol regulations proposed by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

A group of farmers had planned
to show EPA Administrator
Stephen Johnson on Wednesday
just how much dust is stirred up
during a soybean harvest, but a
steady rain washed out the exhibi-
tion.

Instead of watching a combine
churn through the soybean field,
about 30 damp farmers huddled
with Johnson in a two-car garage
and criticized the proposed regula-
tions. Farming generates dust and
the new rules will lead to lawsuits
against farmers, they said.

Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa,
who invited Johnson to meet with
farmers, displayed two color pho-
tos of him standing near a combine
kickingup dustinafield onhis fam-
ily farm. He has called the Bush
administration’s plan to include
farming in the new dust rules “idi-
otic.”

Grassley wants Johnson to write
into the rules an exemption for
farmers, but the EPA chief stood

firm on the administration’s stance
that there’s not enough scientific
evidence to rule out any adverse
health effects from farm dust.

Johnson said no additional re-
quirements will be placed on farm-
ers for at least the next five years,
when the dust rule again comes up
forreview. By then, the EPA should
have more scientific evidence re-
garding farm dust.

“We believe that we have posi-
tioned not only ourselves, but we
have positioned agriculture in the
most legally defensible position
given the science,” he said.

Ron Heck, who farms 3,600 acres
of corn and soybeans, said he was
comfortable with Johnson’s assur-
ances, but without an exemption for
farmers in the dustrule, there are no
guarantees farmers won’t be sued
for violations.

“I’m still concerned about the
application of this somewhere
down the road, someone taking it
out of context and interpreting the
rule and using it as an excuse to sue
afarmer over dust even though ad-
ministrator Johnson does notintend
this rule to cover farm dust,” Heck
said.

Grassley said his concern is that

farmers could bankrupt themselves
defending lawsuits stemming from
an unclear dust rule.

He said he plans to continue to
fight for a farm exemption to the
EPA rule. Trying to enforce such a
rule on farmers would be unrealis-
tic, he said.

“It would be like the EPA saying

Along Vermont's cheese trail, artisans

open dOOl‘ to gour ment castomers

GRANVILLE, Vt. (AP) — The
biggest investment Daniel Hewitt
made on his sheep farm was a
cheese plant that features a tasting
room with a view — visitors can
watch the art of cheesemaking
while sampling his European-style
tommes and blue cheeses.

Hewitt’s Three Owls Farm is lo-
cated in the heart of the Vermont
cheese trail, where artisan
cheesemakers welcome visitors to
their dairy farms in hopes of educat-
ing customers about their craft and
drumming up business.

“It’s important having people
know where their food and local
cheeses are coming from,” Hewitt
said. “The more educated people
become about their sources of food,
the more likely we’ll get good food,
[ believe.”

Visitors drop in from Boston,
Quebec and New York. Some have
downloaded the cheese trail map
from the Internet; others wander in.
When they time it right, they get to
see cheesemaking. Other days, they
can see the animals and sample the
cheeses.

At Three Owls Farm, visitors can

Before the cheesemakers devel-
oped the trail, Vermont already was
on the map in the cheese world.

The state has the highest number
of cheesemakers per capita, said
Catherine Donnelly, co-director of
the Vermont Institute of Artisan
Cheese in Burlington.

They produce more than 100
kinds of soft and aged hard cheeses
using milk from cows, goats, sheep
and water buffalos.

Most are made from raw milk
rather than pasteurized milk, which
cheesemakers say is more flavorful.
And from farm to farm, the flavors
and textures vary like wine.

“Taste can be altered by the tem-
perature of the room in which
you’re working, the size of the holes
in the mold in which you drain the
cheeses, just the bacteria that are in
the milk from your farm,” Hewitt
said.

That flavor earned Cabot
Clothbound Cheddar — produced
by Cabot Creamery and Jasper Hill
Farmin Greensboro — bestin show
at the American Cheese Society’s
annual competition in July.

Zabar’s, the famed New York
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