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War wounds shattering marriage

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband,
the father of my two young children,
is home at last from his long, long
war service in Iraq.

Two months ago when he re-
turned, I was overjoyed because
even though he’d been called back
to service after a second go-round
there, he was all in one piece.

It waslike a true miracle, because
he’d seen so much heavy combat
and so many of his buddies badly
injured and blown apart.

I didn’t see the terrible wounds
inside his head and his heart at first.

I know it sounds selfish, but I
don’thonestly know if I can stand it
anymore.

What’shappened alsoisn’tfairto
our children. What can I do? Our
marriage is shattered.

—B.U.

Dear B.U.: Your husband is
probably suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder. This is
often very serious, leaving veter-
ansin a state of constant depres-
sion and anxiety.

Both he and you need to know
that this isn’t at all unusual, and
sometimes it takes months back
in civilian life for it to start
emerging.

Fortunately, much more is
known about this than was
known in earlier wars, and help
isreadily available for your hus-
band in the Veterans Affairs sys-
tem.

Both he and you need to take
advantage of the counseling that
is offered.

Because he’s seen and partici-
pated in so much killing, as well
as seen the injury and death of
close friends, he’ll need the psy-
chological counseling that’s
available.

There are medications that can
help, but I suspect he’ll also need
counseling for some time. Don’t
give up on your marriage yet, but

Bridge

South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

He may soon discover that this

Dr. Joyce is a new aspect of his wife, one he
admires.
» Brothers The woman may also get a cer-
tain satisfaction from her new
® Agk Dr. authority in a role in which she
Brothers can nurture but also have the op-

seek help immediately, as his and
your situation can be dangerous
if untreated.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: My older sis-
ter and I were saddened when our
70-year-old father, who’s always
been so strong and well, suddenly
had a serious illness, which has left
him a shadow of his former self. We
were also panicked about the reac-
tion that his being wheelchair-
bound for some time would have on
my mom.

Theirrelationship has never been
too great anyway.

We honestly thought this would
be the end of their marriage — she’d
kill him or he’d rise up and kill her.

Well, aweird thing has happened.
Somebody must’ve dropped a love
potion on them.

So far, they’re getting along bet-
ter than at any time we can remem-
ber. What happened?

—L.R.

Dear L.R.: Although it sounds
strange and weird, it happens
more frequently than you might
imagine.

People can and do change, es-
pecially when there’s a sudden
shift in power and control.

A man who had always been in
charge, making all the decisions
in the family, the office and his
life, may suddenly realize he’s
vulnerable, and while initially
this shock to his male identity
comes as a blow, once he samples
a less-aggressive role, he might
actually begin to enjoy letting
someone else take over.

portunity to use her other talents.

She might also see new things to
love in her husband and find this
less-aggressive husband more at-
tractive, more sensitive.
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Dear Dr. Brothers: My 10-year-
old son has always liked school and
done well. Suddenly, two days ago,
he claimed he was too tired to go.

Because this was unusual, and
perhaps because I'm a single mo-
ther, [ allowed him to stay home, but
Ialsosetup anappointment with our
doctor for that afternoon.

Nothing showed up physically,
yet he’s still refusing to go. I love
him so much that it’s hard for me to
force him.

This can’t go on, but he’s still
making up excuses. [ know they’re
not true, but what can I do?

He’s usually very open and free
with me, but something is frighten-
ing him. Why won’the tell me what
itis? And what can I do?

—S.C.

Dear S.C.: Since you’re gener-
ally close to your son and have had
no difficulty in the past with him
being honest with you about
things that trouble him, I’m won-
dering if his problem might in-
volve some kind of sexual moles-
tation, either from a fellow stu-
dent or someone on the staff — a
teacher, a coach or even a janitor.

Any sexual molestation is ex-
tremely humiliating for young
boys, because they’re apt to think
it’s their fault or a sign of weak-
ness, since they imagine they
should’ve been strong enough to
control their attacker.

(c) 2006 by King Features

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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Opening lead — seven of spades. wardrobe.
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. construc- type eager 24 Compete
moment to warn a player that his chance to tion 49 One 2 Jeans- 25 Historic
1 1 1 8 Despot who’s maker time
rise and shine had arrived. 12 Frobe some- Strauss 26 Look
Unfortunately, these moments occur so who times 3 1960s like
rarely and unexpectedly that the opportunity played outgoing, dance 27 Party
for brilli iced d ietl Gold- some- 4 Maximally hearty
or brilliance goes unnoticed and quietly finger times shy 5 Wed no 29 Seek
passes by. 13 401(Kk) 51 Bart’s more restitution
. . alterna- sister 6 Exist 30 Common
Hereisacase where the playerinthe saddle tive 52 “Unforget- 7 Shopping  contrac-
rose to the occasion. The deal occurredina 14 Enor- table” venue tion
_~f : ; mous singer 8 “—a 33 For fear
team of fourchampionship,andtheherowas . J 99 -l Small hat
Billy Eisenberg, well-known Los Angeles 16 Spinal- nian Hotel” 36 Colonial
column money 9 Take loyalists
star. He got to three notrump, and West led the oant 54 oY away 38 Thoater
seven of spades. 18 Male 55 Supple- 10 Taj Mahal  district
Eisenberg won with dummy’s ace and escort ments, ~ city .40 Thanks-
ade the obvious lead of a low club from 2° De?tal V,\\;I'th OUtf 11 Caboose's  glving
m buildup 56 Minion o place abbr.
dummy, 21 Reddish- 32-Across 17 Spigot 42 “The
When East produced the king, Eisenber brown Solution time: 24 mins. Amazing
p g g quartz
followed with the five! Declarerwas well- re 23 Apiece  l[E E[s[S] 43 Uncon-

. . 24 Upright R trollable
warded for his unusual play, since Eastcould 5g op. A 44 Sandwich
now do no better than cash his K-Q of spades 31 Rage shop
and ace of diamonds to hold Eisenberg to 32 Mephis- 46 Cowardly

topheles Oz critter

three notrump. 34 Prompt G| 47 Gilligan’s

Now let’s suppose declarer had won East’s 35 Bridge v home

. . . position = 48 Two-
king of clubs with the ace, which almostany- 37 Amused s timers
oneelsein his shoes wouldhave done. Inthat 39 A billion W 50 S:leep
case, the contract would have failed. years Saturday’s answer 10-23 phenom

When South continued with another club [t |2 [ |* 5 18 | 8 |9 |10 M

to the queen, East would signal with the nine
of diamonds, asking partner to return a dia-

mond if he got the lead.

Declarer could not now prevail, whatever

he did next.

Ifhe continued with a club, West would win
and shift to a diamond, and East would cash
two diamonds and two spades to put the con-

tract down one.

And if declarer abandoned clubs, he would

not be able to come to nine tricks.
Tomorrow: The science of card-reading.
(c)2006 King Features Syndicate
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