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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  There’s Only One Way Out
   Let’s say you’re in four spades and West leads

the king of diamonds. Everything looks copacetic,
since your only losers appear to be two diamonds
and a spade. But the outlook changes abruptly when
East overtakes the king of diamonds with the ace and
returns the nine of clubs, almost certainly a single-
ton. East is apparently planning to win the first trump
lead with the ace, put his partner on lead with a dia-
mond and obtain a club ruff. If this occurs, you will
go down, losing two diamonds, a spade and a ruff.

So you don your thinking cap to see if there might
be a way to extricate yourself from this predicament.
The first thing that occurs to you is that if West has
the Q-x-x of hearts, you can save the day by play-
ing the A-10 of hearts, finessing the jack and then
discarding a diamond on the king.

 But this method of play is not very promising,
considering that East overcalled with one heart. It’s
virtually a sure thing that East has the queen.

And then the solution dawns on you. The thought
that East has the queen of hearts suggests there is a
way out. So you win the club, cash the A-K of hearts
and continue with the jack.

When East covers the jack with the queen, you
discard the jack of diamonds on it! That’s the sec-
ond trick for the defense, and the only other trick they
can get is the ace of spades.

 The opponents thus end up scoring a diamond, a
heart and a spade, instead of two diamonds and a
spade, but the all-important difference is that East
doesn’t get to ruff a club. By substituting one loser
for another, you have circumvented defeat.

 Faith, Hope and Charity
Many plays in bridge are based more on hope than

on certainty of success. That is the nature of the
game, whether you’re declarer or a defender.

 Consider this deal where South got to three
notrump as shown. West led the ten of hearts, and
when dummy came down, it was easy for East to
conclude that his partner’s hand was worthless. East
could see 10 points in dummy and 14 in his own
hand, so South had to have virtually all of the miss-
ing points to account for his opening notrump bid.

It was therefore up to East to try to defeat the con-
tract single-handedly, since he could not count on
his partner to contribute anything to the defense.
Passive defense — winning the heart with the ace
and returning a heart — obviously wouldn’t do the
job, since declarer would force out the ace of dia-
monds and score at least nine tricks, depending on
how many spades and hearts he had.

East therefore adopted the only method of defense
that offered a chance to sink the contract. He took
the heart ace at trick one and returned the club queen
at trick two!

This combination of plays had the desired effect.
Since South had precisely what East was hoping for
— the doubleton jack of clubs — declarer now had
no way to score nine tricks before East could score
five. After taking the club king, South led a low dia-
mond from dummy, whereupon East rose with the
ace and cashed three club tricks to put the contract
down one.

East could have achieved the same result by cash-
ing the club ace at trick two and returning the queen
at trick three, which is essentially the same play. But
note that if East had chosen to bide his time by duck-
ing the ten-of-hearts lead, or had taken the ace and
returned a heart, South would have made at least nine
tricks regardless of how East later chose to defend.

Crankshaft • Tom Batiuk and Chuck Ayers

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard


