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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

WHAT |F I JUST RUN2

"NO ONE LIKES YOU AND
YOU SMELL OF CEDAR"2

WHAT IF YOU RUN INTERFERENCE
FOR ME DURING MOM'S VIS|T2!

I WAS
THINKING
MORE ALONG

EVERY TIME SHE'S
ABOUT TO ATTACK ME
YOU COULD STEP IN
AND SAY SOMETHING
WITTY LIKE...
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Zits ® Jim Borgman & Jerry

{RE KIpDING!
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

IDLIKE ToeeT ) BUT
A JOB TO EARN Y HAGAR
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HE 585 “No WIFE OF MINE |5 GOING To WORK
FOR A LIVING /7 A
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[ THINK YOU CHARGE TOO
MUCH FOR HAIRCUTS
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Blondie ® Chic Young

YOU COMPLAIN TOO
MUCH ABOUT WORK 3
SNIP g
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YOU'RE NOT THERE NOW,

SO STOP COMPLAINING!
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

/ YOU DON'T BIRDS IN OTHER
H;;;ﬁ“;ﬁ: ,'2,3 s GET MORE COUNTRIES ARE
THE FEED I PUT FEED TILL STARVING, Y'KNOW!
OUT YESTERDAY YOU FINIEH —
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Baby Blues ® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
Synchronized Whining
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Cryptoquip
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THANK YOU FOR
READING THE
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YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:
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Yesterday’s ~ Cryptoquip: WHEN ~ YOUR
WHISKEY DRINK NEEDS TO BE REFILLED, I
LIKE TO THINK OF IT AS BOURBON RENEWAL.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals Y

NEWS - WEATHER
SPORTS

155 W. 5th - 785-462-3963

Blogging about baby not good

Dear Dr. Brothers: I was discon-
certed tolearn what my sister-in-law
has been up to lately. She and my
brother are the parents of a darling
baby, who is nearly a year old. Last
Christmas, I learned through their
newsletter that the wife is spending
her time blogging on the Internet
about the baby, on a daily basis. I
went to the site out of curiosity, and
I'mustsay, she has left nothing to the
imagination. Every detail of the
baby’sdayisthere, along with afew
things I wouldn’t want the world to
know if I were my brother. Imade a
remark to him about “airing dirty
diapers,” and he told me, essentially,
to mind my own business. What do
you think of this? — H.S.

Dear H.S.: I have heard that
blogging about babies is a popu-
lar pastime now, and I can see the
positive benefits that might come
from keeping a record of the
baby’s growth and development.
We used to have scrapbooks for
such things, but now the Internet
serves as a repository for these
records, along with all sorts of
thoughts and debates that moth-
erhood brings. For moms, it can
be a respite from the isolation
some suffer after leaving the
workplace, and it can keep the
connection with the outside world
that they crave. Replies to their
blogs can help them feel that they
are sharing the “new mom” expe-
rience, or quell their worries that
their child is the only one with a
behavior problem or develop-
mental delay. Blogging while the
baby sleeps seems OK.

On the other hand, blogging has
a potential for abuse, especially if
it becomes a substitute for inter-
acting with the child, or a place to
lodge daily complaints against the
father, or serves mainly to satisfy
exhibitionistic urges while ignor-
ing the family’s privacy. I can’t
judge your brother’s specific case,
but in general, diaries and jour-
nals have been replaced by the
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Internet, and your sister-in-law
has jumped on the bandwagon,
hopefully with some taste and
moderation.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I am one of
those old-fashioned gals who likes
to gather everyone around the table
atdinnertime and gab about our day,
share experiences and (hopefully)
good food, and make plans for the
weekend or a summer vacation.
Unfortunately, we seemto be sitting
ontopofaticking time bomb called
overbooking, with just too much
stuffto do. No one has the time to sit
down and putsome efforttoward the
fine art of conversation. Is it hope-
lessly out of date to expect a family
to live together, pray together and
eat together? — A.O.

Dear A.O.: You don’t need to
put yourself and your ideas down
by labeling them ‘“old-fashioned”
and “out of date.” The fact that
you like family togetherness is a
sign that you are operating under
atime-tested and valuable way of
exchanging views and thoughts
within the family circle. And you
don’tneed torely onmeto tell you
that this is perfectly normal —
and also quite emotionally satis-
fying. If you don’t believe me, you
can go check out any number of
studies on how beneficial the fam-
ily dinner (or breakfast) tableisin
promoting a feeling of together-
ness and of actually helping chil-
drensucceed. Infact, the National
Center on Addiction and Sub-
stance Abuse (CASA) recently
reported that in the family that
eats together, thereisless alcohol,
drug and cigarette use. The study
also noted that family dinners are

actually on the upswing since a
decade ago. So don’t be afraid to
put your foot down when it comes

-~ Van Buren to meals if you feel there is a ben-

efit to the nightly gathering —
even if that “night” only comes

® Dear ADbbY around once a week or so.

Dear Dr. Brothers: [don’t want to
sound overly dramatic, but my life
has become a nightmare since my
husband invited his mother to move
in with us. She is in her 70s and lost
herhusband aboutayearago. Atthat
time, we explored various options,
several of which sounded reason-
able to me, but my husband insisted
ontakingherin. Now I spend all day
catering to her, and we have no pri-
vacy. He seems OK with it, because
he gets to go out to work. She is not
senile but acts very helpless. Our
two kids don’t understand why she
ishere, either. CanI tell my husband
to find a better place for her, or
would that make me look like an evil
witch? — D.W.

Dear D.W.: You have been put
in a very uncomfortable position,
and it is unfortunate that your
husband hasn’t been able to fore-
see the disruptive effect this move
would have on his family. If you
have enough money to explore
other options, perhaps you can
persuade your husband to use this
time as a trial or transition period
while continuing to investigate
other ideas about what might be
the best situation for his mother
and your family. If he is at all rea-
sonable, he will not refuse to go
along with that idea. You might
find anicer place for your mother-
in-law — a small home or condo
near your house, or perhaps some
sort of assisted-living facility —
where instead of ““catering’ to her
all day, you can help out occasion-
ally while a staff of people or a
group of friends helps make her
time less frustrating. But for now,
try to calm down and improve the
atmosphere.

Family Circus « Bil Keane
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“No, yesternight.”

Opening lead — eight of clubs.

Comparing Right With Wrong
Thereisusually aright way and a wrong
way to do things. The trick in bridge is to
recognize the difference between right and
wrong, and proceed accordingly.
Take this case where South reached six
spades on the bidding shown and West led

the eight of clubs.

Declarer took the club with the king and
continued with the ace, discarding a heart
from dummy. He then played the A-K of
hearts, ruffed a heart in dummy, ruffed a
diamond and then at tempted to ruffa club.

But when West ruffed with the six of
spades and returned the nine, South was in

bad shape.

He could not ruff his last club because
West would score the eight of trumps, so he

went down one.

Declarer should have made the slam,
however. It was a mistake to cash the ace

of clubs at trick two.

Instead, he should have ruffed alow club

in dummy immediately.

South next leads a heart to his ace and
returns the six of clubs. West probably ruffs,
dummy discarding a heart, and returns a
trump, buthe is now fighting alosing battle.
Declarer wins the trump, cashes the king of
hearts and ruffs the heart seven with
dummy’s last trump. South then scores the
rest of the tricks with his five remaining

trumps and the ace of clubs.

The key play is to ruff a club in dummy
before cashing the second high club. It
might not seem important to do this, but the
factis that the contract stands or falls on this

one decision.

The right way to play the hand proves to
be much better than the wrong way to play

t.
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Tomorrow: Bidding quiz.
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Crossword
ACROSS 41 Collar 2 Vast 21 Anything
1 Venom 42 Feedbag expanse but
ejector tidbit 3 Wide- that
4 Speedy 44 Ordeals spread 22 Finish
8 Base 46 Small disease line
runner’s racing 4 Facades 23 One of
goal dog 5 Have a us
12 Grazing 50 Computer bug 27 Ironic
site key 6 “Wheel 29 Cure-alls
13 Ready 51 “You —7?” of 30 Mideast
for the 52 Temple to Fortune” airline
picking the gods option 31 Socialist
14 State with 56 Edmon- 7 Mortise’s candidate
certainty ton’s partner Eugene
15 Scaly prov. 8 Popular 33 Makeshift
anteater 57 Fix text food 35 Trawler
17 Reply to 58 Commo- fish need
“Shall tion 9 It takes 38 Fool
we?” 59 Info (Sl.) the 40 Attractive
18 Press for 60 Catch cake 43 Reserva-
payment sight of 10 Appor- tion
19 Oscar 61 Stitch tion residence
candidate 11 Gaelic 45 Some-
21 Score DOWN 16 Oater what
24 Gist 1 Heidi’s prop (Suff.)
25 That guy height 20 Slander 46 End the
26 i;?,]l:::/e Solution time: 25 mins. ﬁl?%lirswg
Apple- 47 Head-
seed light?
28 Put one 48 Busy
over on with
32 Rainbow 49 Small
34 Grecian amounts
vessel 53 Pinch
36 Story 54 Praise in
37 Denomi- verse
nations 55 Without
39 “Uh-huh” delay
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