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Person afraid of being kidnapped
   Dear Dr. Brothers: I seem to

have developed a strange fear. I
have heard of so many cases of
abductions and kidnappings
lately that I seem to be looking in
the back seat of my car, locking
my windows and doors, and
practically running in and out of
my workplace and the shopping
mall for fear that someone is go-
ing to grab me. I know these
things happen mostly to chil-
dren, but I have heard of many
adult abductions as well. If I was
afraid of aliens, I would know I
was nuts, but I am afraid of un-
known real people! That is rea-
sonable, isn’t it? The world
seems so unsafe. — L.L.

  Dear L.L.: I don’t think you
are “nuts,” but you certainly
show some signs of high levels
of stress and anxiety.

And I believe you probably
can be helped with some the-
rapy and medication if your
fears keep you from enjoying
life — or keep you from being
able to go back and forth to
work on a daily basis without
feeling that you are about to be
grabbed and whisked away in
an unmarked van.

But don’t think that you are
alone.

In this post-Sept. 11 world,
our anxieties have many ways
of spilling over into our daily
lives; many, if not most, of us
feel less secure than we used to.
You have just manifested this
feeling as a fear of kidnapping.

You need to try to stop focus-
ing on abductions; if you read
the tabloids or watch sensa-

tional cable TV shows that ex-
ploit those types of stories,
stop. You have to realize that
these are very rare. And recent
research has shown that some
of the most well-publicized
“abductions” have turned out
to be staged!

 Individuals who are desper-
ate for attention or are trying
to escape from another situa-
tion sometimes make up wild
stories that turn up as dra-
matic news items. Things are
not as bad as they seem, hon-
estly.

Dear Dr. Brothers: My hus-
band is so irresponsible; he just
won’t grow up. His hijinks were
fun when we were in our 20s and
first got married, but lately
they’ve seemed so inappropri-
ate, especially now that we have
a baby.

Our daughter is 2 years old —
but she hasn’t slowed my hus-
band down! He rides a motor-
cycle; he’s got a motorboat and
won’t give it up; he goes to At-
lantic City or some other gam-
bling destination one weekend a
month.

And of course he can’t keep a
job. He’s had seven different jobs
in the 10 years we’ve been mar-

ried. Either he gets fired, or he
quits because the job is “boring”
or his boss is an “idiot.” Is there
any way to get him to act his age?
I’m fed up. — P.A.

Dear P.A.: Another grown
man with Peter Pan syndrome:
“I won’t grow up! I don’t want
to be a man!” That’s your view,
anyway. And I know it’s frus-
trating to be the only one wor-
rying about bills, your baby
and your future together as a
family, while your husband
fritters his life away. You have
my admiration for being a
strong and dependable wo-
man.

Now, what to do with your
husband? He is not taking his
roles as husband and father
very seriously.  Perhaps some-
one else would. I see no reason
to tie yourself to this man for
the rest of your life when you
could be in a partnership with
someone who respects your
contributions to the marriage
and meets you halfway in all
the important places.

Stop enabling your husband
— don’t underwrite his care-
free lifestyle, and don’t take up
the slack when he isn’t being a
father. If standing up to him
doesn’t turn him around —
and the shock just might do it
— then I say cut your losses
and move on while you and
your daughter are still able to
find a better man to share your
life and love with. Your hus-
band can use his boyish charm
to find another benefactor.
      (c)  King Features Syndicate

Bridge

   Famous Hand
 This wild deal occurred in the 1993 World

Team Championship in the semifinal match
between the United States and the Netherlands.

  The bidding shown took place when Eric
Rodwell and Marty Bergen were East-West for
the U.S., playing against Enri Leufkens, South,
and Berry Westra, North.

The auction featured a series of high-level
tactical decisions, and in the end, the Dutch pair
came out the winner.

 Things started innocently enough with
Leufkens’ marginal one-club opening and
Bergen’s flimsy spade overcall.

Westra now had a number of options and
chose to cuebid spades, implying club support
and a good hand. Rodwell then leaped, reason-
ably enough, to four hearts, and Bergen raised
to five to try to muddy the waters for the oppo-
sition.

Westra was not intimidated, however, and
continued to six clubs, doubled by Rodwell.
Conventionally, this asked Bergen not to lead
hearts, the suit East had bid, but it left Bergen
in the dark as to which suit Rodwell wanted led.

Had Bergen led a spade, Rodwell would have
ruffed, and declarer would eventually have lost
a diamond to go down one.

 But Bergen chose a diamond, after which
Leufkens won with the ace, drew trumps and
double finessed in spades to bring in the slam
for a score of 1,540 points.

  At the other table, with Larry Cohen and
David Berkowitz North-South for the U.S. and
Wubbo de Boer and Bauke Muller East-West
for the Netherlands, the bidding went:

   South West North East
   Pass Pass 2 [C] 4 [H]
   5 [C] 5 [H] 5 [S] 6 [H]
   Pass Pass 6 [S] Pass
   7 [C]

Here, de Boer elected to take out insurance
against the impending slam by bidding six
hearts, in the process assuring the Dutch a huge
gain regardless of what happened next.

The American pair’s decision to take out in-
surance of their own by bidding seven clubs —
which went down one — cost little extra, and
the Dutch gained 19 IMPs on the deal.
          Tomorrow: Declarer dodges temptation.
                 (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip
THANK YOU FOR

READING THE

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR:
NEWS     •     WEATHER

SPORTS
155 W. 5th   •   785-462-3963

Dr. Joyce
Brothers

• Ask Dr.

    Brothers

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters


