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Post-election may
reshape legacy

From The Manhattan Mercury

President Bush in a press conference went on the offensive about
Iraq and on behalf of Republican candidates — even those who want
to distance themselves from his policies. A day later, Defense Sec-
retary Donald Rumsfeld, whose resignation is increasingly sought
by fellow Republicans, went to the microphone.

... Rumsfeld castigated reporters for what he considers oversim-
plified reporting on U.S. handling of the war and the politics in Iraq,
and for what appeared to be disagreements between U.S. and Iraqi
officials on where things stand and where they go from here.
Rumsfeld emphasized that there is “no daylight” between the Iraqi
and U.S. positions.

Although President Bush can boast some genuinely impressive
economic statistics — low unemployment and interest rates and a
succession of Wall Street records among them — he knows this elec-
tion could well turn on the war. He also knows the rising casualty
rate and lack of tangible success have hurt his own approval ratings
and put GOP candidates at risk.

And although his determination and optimism about the eventual
outcome haven’t changed — “absolutely” the United States will
prevail over terror — his acknowledgment that changes are needed
was welcome.

If dropping “stay the course” was politically motivated, it also was
overdue. A change in course is necessary, yet it need not involve a
timetable for withdrawing U.S. forces. “Stay the course” was part
of arhetorical attempt to paint Democrats as less-than-patriotic citi-
zens who would “cut and run.”

... This war and this election are inseparable. President Bush wasn’t
just right, he was smart to point out that local issues will play an
importantrole in each congressional or Senate race. And he was right
and a little contrite as well as smart to say that “ultimate account-
ability” for the war rests with him.

After all, he might not be running for re-election, but his domes-
tic policies, the war and his legacy may be reshaped by what hap-
pens Nov. 7.

Comments to any opinions expressed on this page are encouraged.
Mail themto the Colby Free Press, 155 W. 5th St., Colby, Kan.,67701.
Or e-mail jvannostrand@nwkansas.com or pdecker@nw
kansas.com. Opinions do not necessarily reflect the Free Press.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-4774

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 202/224-6521

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515. 202/225-
2715 or Fax 202/225-5124

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol Building,
303 SW 10th St. Rm. 171-W, Topeka 66612. 785/296-
7676 e mail: jmorriso@ink.org web: www.ink.org/
public/legislators/jmorriso

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol, 300 SW
10th St., Rm. 128-S., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 785/296-
7399 ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us
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Holidays starting earlier

Overthe weekend, cruising the latestheadlines
online, I stopped when I saw one about the No. 1
movie. The big earner for the first weekend of the
month was “Borat: Cultural Learnings of
America for Make Benefit Glorious Nation of
Kazakhstan.”

Though notable, that wasn’t what caught my
attention. A couple of articles referred to this past
weekend as the first of the holiday movie season.

Say what?

Halloween is only a week over, Thanksgiving
is two weeks away and Christmas more than a
month. I guess I was under the mistaken assump-
tion the official holiday movie season started
with Thanksgiving weekend.

Well, a couple of movies did come out this
weekend that are holiday-themed. One was
“Flushed Away,” but it’s an animated family
movie, perfect for anytime of year. But “The
Santa Claus 3” is already out, and playing in
Colby.

I’m not complaining about that, just the fact
studios have chosentotry to get the holiday cheer
going a little earlier than usual this year.

The signs have already been popping up in the
stores, but that is nothing unusual. A Christmas
movie four days after Halloween, now that’s
jumping the gunalittle. Although years ago there
was “The Nightmare Before Christmas,” but Tim
Burton’s movie could go for either time of year.
I think.

Other Christmas movies will be out over the
next month, but I think there are a few bigger
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flicks people are anticipating, and anice distrac-
tion from the coming hustle and bustle of the
holidays.

Like “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoe-
nix” or “Eragon.”

The boy wizard has become a holiday staple,
with the exception of the summer, 2004 release
of “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban,”
and will surely be a big attraction this holiday
season.

Anotherliterary adaptation is the motion pic-
ture debut of Christopher Paolini’s “Eragon,”
aboutaboy plunged into a world of magic, drag-
ons and a battle between good and evil.

Many more movies will come out between
now and the end of the year, most with a theme
having nothing to do with the holidays, but this
is the second biggest time of year for the mov-
ies.

And with the holidays still afew weeks away,
but with reminders everywhere, now might be
a good time to think about the things that are
important about the coming time of year, instead
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of getting bogged down in the details.

Planning for holiday meals, shopping for
giftsand family gatherings are all looming, and
so possibly are people’s expectations.

People aren’t perfect, so the holidays prob-
ably won’t be perfect either. Expect the unex-
pected, and enjoy what happens.

And remember, like Dwight Eisenhower
said, plans can be changed, but it’s planning
that is important.

Don’t forget to vote. . .

The mid-term general election is Tuesday. I
hope people remember to get out and vote, and
exercise their constitutional rights.

It doesn’t matter who they vote for, as long
as they vote for the candidate they think is right
for the job. That is all that matters.

For months now, the television media has
been going on about how important this elec-
tionis, and could change the complexion of the
House and Senate.

Butthings will or won’t change based on how
many people vote.

So, I hope the country mobilizes and votes.
During the last general election in 2004, a small
percentage of voters decided who would rep-
resent a great many people.

If people don’t vote, they have no one but
themselves to blame.
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Tisha Coxis a general assignment reporter/
photographer for the Free Press. Her column
appears on Mondays. tcox @nwkansas.com.

Your turn

Remember why there is a parade

Jeanie Sies

Specialist/E-4

US Army 1997-2001

Colby

AsVeterans Day approaches, I wanted to
take a minute to think of our men and women in
uniform, past and present.

Colby is again having their annual veterans
parade and I encourage each and every one of
youreading this to attend and support our veter-
ans and current troops.

I also realize the elections this year are tak-
ing sides on one view or another of the current
hot spots and battles our soldiers face. Regard-

less of your political stance or your thoughts on
our current Commander-in-Chief, our troops
deserve our support and respect.

See, the typical soldier in the battle zones

around the globe aren’t concentrating on the
outcome of Election 2006. They are following
orders and relying on their battle buddy next to
them to get the mission done and back to camp
in one piece.

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this,
that he lay down his life for his friends.” (John
15:13 NIV) Our troops need to know we are
behind them come what may. Our veterans and
military families deserve our thanks for the sac-

rifices they have made.

I read a Special Forces poster once, th:
said, “We sleep peacefully at night because
rough men stand ready to do violence on our
behalf.”

I feel this is basically what is behind our
rights in this nation.

So thank a vet with a handshake or hug and
letthem know you appreciate them. And when
you see Old Glory pass by in the parade, stand
up, place your hand over your heart or salute if
you’re a former military member as a show of
love and honor for the flag, our troops, and our
freedom.

About those letters...

readers. Thank you.

The Free Press encourages and welcomes letters from readers. Letters should be typewritten, if at all
possible, and should include a telephone number and an address. These are used for verification of
the writer only. If, however, you want your address and telephone number to appear with your letter,
please ask us to do so when you submit your letter, or include a note with your letter. Most impor-
tantly, all letters must include a signature. Unsigned letters cannot be published. We reserve the right
to edit for clarity and length, and, likewise, reserve the right to reject letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive or libelous. You can expect your letter to appear in print within 24-48
hours of receipt. Letters to the Free Press allow readers to become engaged in public debate on topics
they deem important. Please consider sharing your thoughts with the family of Colby Free Press
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