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The best place to find friends is not home alone in a room

Hey Harlan,

It’s Friday night, and I’'m here in
my room. Nobody invites me any-
where. I get along with my room-
mates, but they don’tinvite me any-
where, and the people in my hall
already have cliques, and I can’t fit
in. I’m already in a ton of clubs, but
my friends in those clubs have lives
outside of the clubs. It was like this
in high school, too. I didn’t have a
social life. I just don’t understand

why people don’t ask me to come
along with them when there’s a
party. I talked to my resident about
this, and he said to do what I want
to do, and not what other people
want (drinking and stuff). Drinking
isn’treally my thing, but the reason
why it isn’t is because nobody in-
vites me to do it in the first place. 1
don’t know why people just don’t
invite me anywhere, maybe it’s be-
cause I’m so plain-looking? Sure,

people acknowledge me and say hi,
but nothing more. What can I do?
Lonely

Dear Lonely,

If all of the people who were
alone in their rooms on the week-
ends had connecting doors, they
could open their doors and see
each other all alone. Then it
wouldn’t be so lonely.

The problemisn’t yourlooks —
it’s that you’re looking for some-

one to create a social life for you.
Unlike life before college (in high
school), friends don’t spontane-
ously appear. You have to put
yourself in places where friends
can happen. The only friends
found in your room are MySpace
and Facebook friends (they don’t
count).

So, if you aren’t getting invita-
tions, do something that doesn’t
require being invited. Getajob or

volunteer as part of the group
that plans events on the weekend.
Consider working at a restau-
rant. Experiment with faith-
based group activities or Greek
life. Finding friends means find-
ing the door and getting out of
your room. So get out. Be patient,
and go. Now. Seriously. Stop
reading and go.

Hi Harlan,

My boyfriend and I have been

Plan developed to protect Texas prairie chicken habitat

LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) — Pan-
handle rancher Jim Bill Anderson
has for years been preserving the
habitat of the lesser prairie chicken
to keep the rare bird from falling
onto a federal wildlife watch list.

Now he’s hoping other Texans
follow his lead and participate in a

plan to control brush, manage graz-
ing and conduct planned burns to
build and maintain the bird’s habi-
tatoflow shrub and grasslands. The
plan is part of an agreement signed
Thursday by state and federal wild-
life officials.

“We have the habitat they like ...

maintain it, and they flourish,” said
Anderson, who opens some of his
thousands of acres to bird-watchers
each year.Beyond helping to ensure
the bird’s survival, there is an incen-
tive to landlords to join the conser-
vation effort: avoiding further land
use restrictions if the lesser prairie

chicken moves from candidate sta-
tus to threatened or endangered on
the federal Endangered Species
List.

The bird has been a candidate for
the endangered list since 1998, said
John Hughes, a biologist with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Group works to restore historic old building

CUNNINGHAM (AP) — Stand-
ing on the upstairs floor at the front
of the century-old Ratcliff Build-
ing, Bob Kerschen was making
plans for its transformation into an
open deck with a wrought iron rail-
ing.

He sees himself perched on a
lawn chair watching the tractor-
trailers go by on U.S. Highway 54.

“I’llhave abird’s-eye view of the
traffic and the town,” he said. “Of
course, that mightbe 10 years from
now.”

With Kerschen, 71, directing the
job, building owner Jose Silva and
volunteers Jerry Glenn and Tom
Aschenbrenner worked recently at
boarding over the huge gap on the

building’s front side — left open
afteratornado sucked away the sec-
ond-story brick facade.

Silva, 50, a San Diego computer
technician, bought the historic 65-
by-150-foot building with a
$16,000 bid on eBay. His plans call
for converting itinto his retirement
home.

“When I first saw the picture on
the computer I thought it was the
neatest old building,” he said. With
20,000 square feethe’ll have plenty
of room for himself and his hobby
— a collection of vintage cars he
restores.

There’ll also be space when his
three sons, ages 19,23 and 24, come
to visit.

Silva hammered nails with an
electric nail gun while Glenn and
Aschenbrenner measured and fit 8-
by-10-foot sheets of wafer board.
Kerschen, Glenn and his wife,
Kathy, and Aschenbrenner, an em-
ployee at Glenn’s Automotive shop
across the highway, have pitched in
to help Silva in his quest to restore
the structure.

Others in the community are also
volunteering.

The project appeals to Glenn be-
cause thered brick building with its
“tons of history,” circa 1909, stands
as a landmark for the town.

Through the ages it has housed a
hotel, bar, grocery, bank, restaurant
and several apartments. The Glenns

already haveremoved enough junk
from the interior to fill four tractor-
trailer loads.

“He’s doing the job with not
much money,” Jerry Glenn said.
“That’s why I'm working my tail
off.”

Until Silva bought the building,
its future looked grim. In today’s
throwaway society, it probably
would have been torn down, Glenn
said.

After they shore up the outside,
paintand stucco the back patio wall
and waterproof the roof, he’ll tackle
the inside, Silva said. Because he’s
working on a limited budget, the
volunteer help from townspeople
has been encouraging.

“It’s much easier to work with
folks before a species is listed than
afterward,” he said.

Scientists believe prairie chicken
numbers have declined 80 percent
nationally since 1963, the result of
habitat loss and fragmentation,
population isolation, drought and
changes in land usage.

The population is probably fewer
than 5,000 in Texas, and the goal is
to double that, state wildlife offi-
cials said. The chickens are found
in the northeastern and southwest-
ern corners of the Panhandle.

Landowners who join the effort
must allow periodic monitoring of
their property.

“If you optimize the rangeland,
it’s good for everything,” said
Anderson, who also raises cattle.

Conserving the prairie chicken’s
habitat has the additional benefit of
nurturing grasslands for other spe-
cies, such as the pronghorn ante-
lopes, said Heather Whitlaw, a
parks and wildlife biologistin Lub-
bock.

“It’s a wonderful tool,” she said.
“I'hope that our landowners will see
that this is a win-win for them.”

together foramonth and ahalf.Tam
a virgin, and he’s not. We are not
planning on having sex anytime
soon, but when we are kissing he
always wants to get more physical.
I’ve told him that I’'m not ready.
He’s waited, but always wanted to
know why I'm not ready, which I
honestly don’tknow the answer to.
Recently, I told him I thought I was
ready to try things out beyond kiss-
ing. But after this, I felt uncomfort-
able. Now I am stuck having to tell
himthateven though we’ve already
gone past kissing, I am still not
ready. I need help figuring out how
to tell him and help making him
understand that his questioning
makes me frustrated, because I
don’t know the answer.

Confused and Not Ready

Dear Not Ready,

The beautiful thing about not
beingready is that you don’t need
to know or explain why. Maybe
your being uncomfortable is
about him not being the right per-
son to share this with. Maybe be-
ing uncomfortable is just you not
being emotionally ready. Tell him
that when you’reready, you’ll let
him know. Explain that youdon’t
know when you’ll be ready and
can’t explain it. But when you do
know, you’ll tell him. Until then,
heneeds torespect that youdon’t
need to know why. And let him
know that if he pressures you,
you’ll never be ready.

Editor’s note: Write Harlan at
harlan(at)helpmeharlan.com or
visit online:
www.helpmeharlan.com.All letters
submitted become property of the
author. Send paper to Help Me,
Harlan! 2506 N. Clark St., Ste. 223,
Chicago, IL 60614.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory call Joe, Crystal
or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Now Open:

4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.

Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

"Go the Extra Mile"

4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

1100 W. 4th, Colby

- 785-462-9977

¥ Check out
% our low rates.

¥ Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

Bl
David L. Browne Il
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
2% CARE
- ° The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

.

NOW
oPEN!

Come see uS
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

has been servin

490 N. Franklin - 462-3939 ;eéving Your

TH AWS INSURANCE

(727

Thomas County Insurance

NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.
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Insurance Needs
Yesterday,
Today, and

(=) Tomorrow
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Hours:

930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

v EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;
Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)

Chuck Saddler
* Tree Removal & Trimming -

(4 1114 Main, Gem {?35} 452.-35U“-|

B s -

Tracey Galli
Full Insured - Careful & Prompt

Service - Late Model Bucket Truck -« Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
e Faucets * Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service

NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Colby
Sew & Vac

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration
System *Made in Germany!
eLifetime waranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Pure
Pearformance

Durable,
Versatile,
and Powerful.

DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel :
Al

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CruistisALT:Jurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
S > a o

N5
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 PO Yy CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 1°_=.. e W | QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4 - 2 WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 ‘.A,‘ \ut WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
X ,?yﬂ “&‘4
VACATION SPECIALS o v#Nights Round Trip Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4
IS BOOK HOLIDAY

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTIMATES

3

CMEXIC[J LIS ir & Hotel | s$soo i3 TRAVEL NOW!

ARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.050 | 5|

ALASKAN CRUISE YRS YVERIN A RN Call for Bus Tours Schedules. . ]

HAWAII Air & Hotel | §740 I Al specials may be for spocifc dates Jeff Dreiling - Sales Jim Murray - Owner

LONDON, ENGLAND Ar&Hotel | $700 | 3

AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 5350 [Maxd5.  and are subject to availability (785) 443-0819 (785) 443-1339
Per Adu

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free EsTiIMATES

B

Tﬁ ‘r Interum D.O.N.’s,

NOW OPEN!

HEALTHY HEARTS
NURSING SERVICES LLC

e : Administrator: Larry L. Booth
T g, S Supervisor: Brenda Fehrenbach RN
o . Administrative Assistant: Dawnelle Umberger AIT

' Providing: Pediatric Nursing, Private Nursing,
Nursing Consultant, Administrator Consultant,
RN’s, LPN’s, CMA’s, and CNA’s.

i, 4

Healthy
1st & 3rd Friday of Every Month

P
In office ~ $10.00 House Calls ~ $15.00
CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS!

Hearts Foot Clinic

8 am - 5 pm

330 Lake St -
healthyheartsnursing@yahoo.com

Colby, KS - 785-462-2408

(Quality Inn)

1950 S. Range, Colby ~ Soan

785-462-3933 =)

Thursday - A

Saturday

Monday - American Buffet
Tuesday - Taco Tuesday $1.00 ea.
Wednesday - American Buffet
Friday - Fajita Friday Buffet

Sunday - American Buffet

merican Buffet

- No Buffet

NEVER OVER $7! CHILDREN UNDER 6: $3.50
Monday - Saturday: 11-2 & 5-10; Sunday: 11-2




