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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

   Declarer Dodges Temptation
 The temptation to finesse is often irresistible, but

the fact is that some finesses might do declarer more
harm than good.

Take this unusual case where South is in three
notrump and has an opportunity to finesse against
all four missing kings. Oddly enough, declarer’s
proper method of play is to reject all four finesses.
If he takes any one of them, he fails in his mission,
assuming the opponents defend correctly.

With all four suits having been bid, West elected
to lead through dummy’s second suit. Had declarer
finessed the jack, he would have gone down after
East took the king and made the normal return of the
ten of hearts. This would have prevented South from
ever making use of his long club suit, as he would
have had no entry to his hand to cash his clubs after
they became established.

 But declarer wisely went up with the diamond ace
at trick one and then played the ace and another club
— bypassing the club finesse — in order to estab-
lish his clubs while he still had the ace of hearts as
an entry to his hand.

East won the club with the king and returned a
heart, and again South rejected an opportunity to
finesse. He went up with the ace and cashed four club
tricks, discarding the Q-J-5-2 of spades from
dummy. He then played a diamond to the jack, es-
tablishing his ninth trick, and so made the contract.

In general, where there is limited communication
between the closed hand and dummy, declarer must
take special care in planning the play. In misfit hands
such as this one, he must sometimes deny himself
the luxury of a finesse.

  An Auxiliary Precaution
Everyone at one time or another has experienced

the trauma that occurs when a seemingly impreg-
nable contract suddenly unravels because of an un-
expected development. When declarer has no con-
trol over the distribution, such occurrences can be
attributed to bad luck, but in more than a few cases
Dame Fortune might not be the true culprit.

 Consider this deal where South reached four
spades and, after viewing dummy, thought he was
merely playing for overtricks. He ruffed the heart
lead in dummy, crossed to the ace of spades, ruffed
a second heart and led a club to the jack.

All that remained was to draw trumps and run the
clubs to finish with all 13 tricks, but when declarer
next cashed the king of spades and East showed out,
the contract was suddenly in severe jeopardy. South
did the best he could by cashing the queen of spades
and then playing clubs, discarding a heart on the
third club, but West ruffed, and the defenders still
had to get a heart and two diamonds for down one.

Declarer was certainly unlucky to find the oppos-
ing cards divided as they were, but had he taken one
simple precaution, 11 tricks would have fallen right
into his lap. Before barging ahead with the play, he
should have stopped to ask himself what, if any-
thing, could be done to neutralize the one threat to
the contract — a bad trump break.

To guard against this possibility, when the trump
is led from dummy at trick two and East follows low,
South should play the ten! If the ten wins, he can
proceed as before, scoring all the tricks.

  But if, as in the actual deal, the ten loses to the
jack, declarer is still in complete control. No matter
what West does, declarer finishes with an overtrick.
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Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard


