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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard
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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

IT'S A NICE

I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU ALL STILL LIVE
IN THIS OLD HOUSE.

WHAT DO YOU MEAN,

Y'KNOW, MOST GRANDMAS JUST

GRANDMA! 2T |/ HILARY! IS IT TRUE\
YOU'RE STILL IN THE |"STILL'? BRING TOYS.

EVERY TIME LESS PLAYTIME, MORE
I SEE YOU YOU'RE P BOOK-READING. THAT'S
IN THE SAME GRADE. YOUR TICKET OUT OF THE
ARE YOU NOT GUTTER, SWEETIE.

SMART ENOUGH

TO ADVANCEZ

INTO EXTRAVAGANT BALLS WE HOLD
EVERY TWO WEEKS CALLED
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/ ONE. ? THAT SMIRK
AFTER ALL, £ CUTE WHEN
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©2006 21TS Partnership. Disrbuted by King Feaures Syndcats

14

Mother Goose and Grimm ® Mike Peters
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Blondie ® Chic Young

OH NO, | FORGOT THE EGGS!
THEY'VE BEEN BOILING FOR
TEN MINUTES!

serve

Inc. World Rights re:

HOW WOULD you
5| LIKE YOUR EGGS?
SOFT—-BOILED,
FRIED, SCRAMBLED
OR POACHED?
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Beetle Bailey ® Mort Walker

HOLD IT. WHAT L JUST
SAID WAS STUPID /
ERASE IT.

YOU DIDN'T

NO,I'M MAKING A COLLECTION
ERASE IT

OF HIS "STUPIDSY IT'LL COME
IN HANDY SOME DAY
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Crossword
ACROSS 36 Atmo- DOWN 16 Dine
1 January sphere 1 Runup 20 Paradise
through 37 Sample the 21 Cease
Decem- episode phone bill 22 You
ber 38 Mexican 2 Compass 23 Unusual
5 Tree fluid menu pt. 24 “Be-Bop-
8 PC item 3 Chewed —

picture 41 Young- and 26 Intermit-

12 Opposi- ster swal- tent
tionist 42 Second- lowed 27 Ellipse

13 Mongrel hand 4 Coarse- 28 Faithful

14 California 43 In one’s toothed pooch
wine heart tool 29 Thirds of
valley 48 Place 5 Con a yard

15 Memento 49 Little game 31 Close

17 Child’s demon 6 Diving 34 Settled a
play 50 Waikiki bird debt

18 Total wingding 7 Opening 35 Hoedown

19 Courage 51 Reindeer night instru-

21 Knapsack herder, 8 Foot part ment
part probably 9 Is unable 37 “Great

24 Staffer 52 Director’s 10 October Expecta-

25 Melt call stone tions”

26 Recover 53 Formerly, 11 Scruff of hero
from, formerly the neck 38 Right end
overnight of a gas

30 “— the Solution time: 21 mins. gauge
fields TaTol 39 Largest
we go” E[L]Y continent

31 Reject L <E3 E 40 Military
wﬁh . L A vehlcle
disdain E rlcle| 41 Main-

32 Compete T AR tained

33 Tom’s H LILIEl 44 Ostrich’s
aperture? Hi‘ — relative

35 Dis- o[s[1 E| 45 “— Town”
appear olu|T Wl 46 Existed
gradually [SITLY El' 47 Fanatic

Yesterday’s answer 11-7
9 |10 |11

42

48
51
ACROSS 37 Deuce 58 Dead 20 “Sports-
1 Zoo topper heat zone”
structure 38 Speak 59 “— Misbe- network
5 Hold the unclearly havin’” 22 Mimic
rightsto 39 Seesaw 23 Mountain
8 Andy’s pal quorum DOWN air?
12 Emcee 41 Timber 1Gls’ 25 Chop
Trebek wolf conceal- 26 Mined-
13 Caviar 43 Little ment over
base bits of garb, for matter
14 Tiddly- hardware short 27 Futon
winks, 46 Time fora 2 “Oh, woe” 29 BLT
for one shower? 3 Compre- enhancer
15 Maker of 50 Bee keep- hends 31 Winter
small cars er played 4 Enthuse ailment
17 Elevator by Peter 5 Sphere 32 Round
name Fonda 6 Seek the Table
18 Actor 51 Famed heart of address
Davis WWI spy 7 Barber- 34 Pack
19 Doctrines 54 State shop away
21 Salver secretary call 38 Ms. Loren
24 Former under JFK 8 Great 40 Certain
U.AR. 55 Employ pain sets of
member 56 Part of the 9 Fabric seven
25 Last word loop 10 Leave 42 Sheepish
spoken 57 Crockett out comment
in “The portrayer 11 Mtg. 43 Cruise
Wizard of Parker 16 That girl the
Oz” Solution time: 21 mins. Internet
28 “— and 3 Nl 44 Hint
Circum- R a| 45 Pornog-
stance” E P raphy
30 Condi- M El 47 Hindu
tions - princess
33 Geologic R 48 Press
period E agent?
34 Auto 49 Fluff
style 52 “— was
35 Foreman saying, ...”
foe 53 Ball
36 Drench Yesterday’s answer 11-8 prop
1 |2 [3 |4 9 [10 [11
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15
18

Bridge

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
AAQIS2
¥ o6
€AQT4a3
%* A 8
WEST EAST
» 1083 PK O64
YK 8752 Y1094
® 87 K 109 6
o6 42 oK 5
SOUTH
“@~ 7
YAQI3
® 52
$2QJ 10973
The bidding:
North East South West
1 o Pass 2 ¥ Pass
2 & Pass 2 v Pass
3 & Pass 3 NT

Opening lead — eight of diamonds.

Declarer Dodges Temptation

The temptation to finesse is often irresistible, but
the factis that some finesses might do declarer more
harm than good.

Take this unusual case where South is in three
notrump and has an opportunity to finesse against
all four missing kings. Oddly enough, declarer’s
proper method of play is to reject all four finesses.
If he takes any one of them, he fails in his mission,
assuming the opponents defend correctly.

With all four suits having been bid, West elected
to lead through dummy’s second suit. Had declarer
finessed the jack, he would have gone down after
Easttook the king and made the normal return of the
ten of hearts. This would have prevented South from
ever making use of his long club suit, as he would
have had no entry to his hand to cash his clubs after
they became established.

Butdeclarer wisely wentup with the diamond ace
attrick one and then played the ace and another club
— bypassing the club finesse — in order to estab-
lish his clubs while he still had the ace of hearts as
an entry to his hand.

East won the club with the king and returned a
heart, and again South rejected an opportunity to
finesse. He went up with the ace and cashed four club
tricks, discarding the Q-J-5-2 of spades from
dummy. He then played a diamond to the jack, es-
tablishing his ninth trick, and so made the contract.

In general, where there is limited communication
between the closed hand and dummy, declarer must
take special care in planning the play. In misfithands
such as this one, he must sometimes deny himself
the luxury of a finesse.

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

NORTH
@® 763
v __
€®J1042
o AK Q1085
WEST EAST
»JI52 “®» 4
YK Q103 YAJO 74
*AQ7 ® 90863
90 4 762
SOUTH
D AK Q109
¥I652
®* K S5
fJ3
The bidding:
South West North East
1 & Pass 2 Pass
2 & Pass 4 &

Opening lead — king of hearts.

An Auxiliary Precaution

Everyone at one time or another has experienced
the trauma that occurs when a seemingly impreg-
nable contract suddenly unravels because of an un-
expected development. When declarer has no con-
trol over the distribution, such occurrences can be
attributed to bad luck, but in more than a few cases
Dame Fortune might not be the true culprit.

Consider this deal where South reached four
spades and, after viewing dummy, thought he was
merely playing for overtricks. He ruffed the heart
lead in dummy, crossed to the ace of spades, ruffed
a second heart and led a club to the jack.

All thatremained was to draw trumps and run the
clubs to finish with all 13 tricks, but when declarer
next cashed the king of spades and East showed out,
the contract was suddenly in severe jeopardy. South
did the best he could by cashing the queen of spades
and then playing clubs, discarding a heart on the
third club, but West ruffed, and the defenders still
had to get a heart and two diamonds for down one.

Declarer was certainly unlucky to find the oppos-
ing cards divided as they were, buthad he taken one
simple precaution, 11 tricks would have fallen right
into his lap. Before barging ahead with the play, he
should have stopped to ask himself what, if any-
thing, could be done to neutralize the one threat to
the contract — a bad trump break.

Cryptoquip

NRJBZHR WD VKKM CKE
SH VOBEZRC ND HWBOO

VBMBHSPRH, DKZ WSEYP

HBD YR'H PSIX-HXSQQRC.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN THIN, GAUNT
PEOPLE LOOK AT YOU RUDELY, I GUESS YOU
ARE DRAWING LANK STARES,

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals O

| THE WAY' 2

RAN o T
YESTERCAY,! ‘

PT FPTG OX QNHS FNBRPJR

LNHDG PD GJXPSGFQ

LHUBSHU, P'B DOQ

QNH'SG O INSGB INOSBGS.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BECAUSE MY POOR
DOG IS PLAGUED BY SMALL PARASITES, YOU

MIGHT SAY HE'S TICK-SKINNED.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals R

owne To guard against this possibility, when the trump

isled from dummy at trick two and East follows low,

OH, Boy/ MY WARRANT)/‘ South should play the ten! If the ten wins, he can
ISN'T THAT AN O proceed as before, scoring all the tricks.

ALWAYS But if, as in the actual deal, the ten loses to the

jack, declareris still in complete control. No matter
what West does, declarer finishes with an overtrick.
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“What’s she tryin’ to reach?”
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“No! 911 is for REAL emergencies,
not for kites in trees.”




