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Bridge

A Wasted Opportunity
  There are usually two sides to any story, and this

is certainly true in bridge, where things can be
viewed from both an offensive and defensive per-
spective.

Consider the present case where South is in four
hearts and West leads the queen of diamonds, which
holds. West continues with the three of diamonds
to East’s king, and East leads the diamond ace,
ruffed by declarer.

If South is familiar with elimination plays, he
knows at this point that he’ll make the contract re-
gardless of where the K-Q of clubs are located.
Accordingly, he leads a spade to the ace, a trump to
the queen, ruffs a spade, leads a trump to the ace and
ruffs his last spade. He then leads a low club to his
eight, ensuring the contract. West wins with the
queen but must yield the game-going trick whatever
he returns.

 But that’s only one side of the story. Now let’s
go back to trick three when East played the ace of
diamonds. At that point, he was in position to know,
from West’s fourth-best diamond lead at trick two,
that declarer had no more diamonds. East should
therefore have shifted to a club at trick three, hop-
ing to find partner with either the A-Q, A-J-x, K-Q-
x or K-J-x of the suit, in which case declarer would
lose two club tricks sooner or later and go down one.

It is true that from force of habit many players
holding the East hand would continue with the ace
of diamonds at trick three, and live to regret it. But
situations like this — where a defender mechani-
cally follows the line of least resistance and does the
wrong thing — arise all the time. That is why it is so
often said that defense is by far the hardest part of
the game.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/09

Editor’s note: This is a logic-based number placement puzzle. The goal is to en-
ter a number, 1-9, in each cell in which each row, column and 3x3 region must
contain only one instance of each numeral. The solution to today’s puzzle is at
the bottom of this page. ENJOY!!!
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