
Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Blondie • Chic Young
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Bridge

 Famous Hand
This deal was played in a national pair

championship in 1932. The hand itself was
not especially remarkable, but when one
considers the setting in which it occurred,
there emerges a poignant human-interest
story.

East-West had already played more than
half the afternoon session when they en-
countered this deal. During that time, they
had achieved the unenviable record of hav-
ing lost seven aces during the play, mostly
on defense.

  They were naturally disheartened by the
time this deal came along. North-South
quickly arrived at six hearts (there was no
Blackwood convention in those days), and
East doubled. He was hoping to recover
some of the points his side had lost earlier
in the afternoon. His two aces looked co-
lossal to him.

West promptly plunked down the ace of
spades, announcing jubilantly: “Well,
here’s one ace we won’t lose.”

West was mistaken, of course. South
trumped the ace, led a low heart to the eight
and discarded his singleton club on dum-
my’s king of spades. Declarer next led the
king of clubs, covered by East with the ace.
South ruffed, entered dummy with a trump
and cashed the Q-J of clubs, discarding two
of his five diamonds.

When the adverse clubs turned out to be
divided 3-3, declarer was able to discard his
remaining three diamonds, so he wound up
making six hearts doubled with an over-
trick!

If West had led anything but a spade origi-
nally, the contract would have gone down
one, and West’s comment would not have
achieved immortality.

 As it was, though, East-West, who started
the hand having had seven aces go up in
smoke, managed in this deal to increase
their total loss to 10!
      Tomorrow: A stitch in time saves nine.
        (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.


