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Northeast dairy farmers ease the hurt
by offering premium product

PLEASANT VALLEY, N.Y.
(AP) — It’s tough to be a dairy
farmer right now.

Business costs are soaring and
wholesale milk prices are low.

It can be even tougher to raise
cows on prime real estate in the mid-
Hudson Valley, where many old
dairy farms have been sliced up to
make way for subdivisions with
$400,000 homes.

“This is the high-rent district, no
doubt about it,” said farmer Sam
Simon, standing in his barn as his
milking cows chomped on hay.
“But you cannot deny the farmer
who has worked for 50 years the
fruit of his labor.”

Simon’s solution to the price
pinch is Hudson Valley Fresh, a
high-quality milk brand that usually
travels less than 35 miles from cow
to counter.

Consumers willing to pay a bit
more get to buy local, and partici-
pating farmers fetch a higher price
for their milk.

Farmers in populated pockets of
the Northeast are creating similar
local brands to boost income.

“We were basically processing a
faceless product, the truck comes
and takes it away,” said Robin
Chesmer, one of the family farmers
contributing to a venture called The
Farmer’s Cow in Connecticut.
“We’re giving an identity to our
milk, giving people areason to buy
our milk.”

Wholesale prices dairy farmers
receive under the governmentregu-
latory structure have dropped in

recent years, though fuel and feed
cost more. Many farmers say it
costs them more to produce milk
than the price they’re getting.

Taxes and operating costs can run
especially high in the mid-Hudson
Valley areas like Dutchess County,
which has been steadily losing its
sleepy, rural flavor as New York
City’s suburbs push out.

The county has been losing dairy
farms at a faster clip than the state,
dropping from 67 to 45 from 1997-
2002, according to federal statistics.
There are no county-level records
beyond 2002, but Simon now
counts 23.

Simon, 60, helped start Hudson
Valley Fresh, under which five lo-
cal dairy farms started segregat-
ing out milk in May 2005 that nor-
mally would be marketed by their
multistate milk cooperative, Agri-
Mark.

Sold in containers with a mini-
malist green “Hudson Valley
Fresh” label, the milk is free of re-
combinant bovine growth hor-
mone, a controversial substance
some farmers use to boost milk
production.

The milk is not certified or-
ganic, but it has somatic cell
counts well below the federal
guidelines.

Simon said cell count is an in-
dicator of ahealthy herd, and thus
milk quality.

Ahalf gallon of Hudson Valley
Fresh costs around $3, competing
with half gallons that retail around
$1.80.

‘ ‘ This is the high-rent district, no doubt
aboutit. Butyou cannotdeny the farmer who
has worked for 50 years the fruit of his labor.”

Sam Simon,
dairy farmer

But enough people are buying
the product to sustain 1,350 gal-
lons a week.

Simon said the niche product
does well thanks to a market
heavy on suburban parents and
city dwellers coming up to week-
end homes.

The attractive feature for farm-
ers is that they’re guaranteed $20
per hundred pounds of milk, more
than $7 above the current regula-
tory price.

Simon says the system guaran-
tees farmers a living wage.

“All my milk would go there if
they could sell more,” said David
Coon of Coon Brothers, a local
contributor to Hudson Valley
Fresh. “We’ve been losing money
on milk all year.”

Agri-Mark spokesman Doug
DiMento said the co-op is eager to
help farmers get higher prices for
their milk and supports similar lo-
cal brands like The Farmer’s Cow
and Rhody Fresh in Rhode Island.

The alliances all take advantage
of being in populated areas.

“What we try to do here in

Rhode Island is take advantage of
where we are,” said James Hines
of the Rhode Island Dairy Farms
Cooperative.

“We felt people would pay a
few pennies more to support a lo-
cal product.”

Hudson Valley Fresh farmers
remain members of Agri-Mark,
which allows them to process
their milk separately at a local
bottling plant. The cooperative,
which charges an administrative
fee to Hudson Valley Fresh, still
pays the farmers the regulatory
wholesale price.

Hudson Valley Fresh makes up
the difference with revenues from
retail sales.

This allows the farmers to re-
ceive a higher price for their milk
without cutting themselves off
from the co-op system and having
to pay for their own processing
system.

Simon said sales have been
growing steadily, and he is look-
ing south at the millions of milk
drinkers in New York City and
Westchester County.

Topeka religious community
rethinking security

TOPEKA (AP) — Anarson fire
that caused an estimated $3 mil-
lionto aTopekachurch — the third
arson-related church fire in just
over six months in the city — has
local ministers wondering if they
need to beef up security.

The Friday morning fire at St.
David’s Episcopal Church is be-
lieved to have started in the chapel
— which was open to the public 24
hours aday — and spread through
thelarger, adjacent sanctuary. Fire
officials determined the blaze was
the result of arson.

The Rev. Don Davidson, rector
at St. David’s, said the fire has re-
ligious leaders questioning
whether it’s still safe to have such
an open-access policy.

“Ithink every churchis going to
reassess their security,” Davidson
said. “If there are any left thathave
24-hour chapels, they may have to
come to terms with the risk.”

In late April, an arson fire
caused $250,000 damage to Hill-

“ | think every

churchisgoingtore-
assess their secu-
rity. If there are any
leftthat have 24-hour
chapels, they may
have to come to
terms with the risk.”

—Rev. Don Davidson

side Community Church. In early
June, Cornerstone Community
Church was the victim of at-
tempted arson.

But neither of those churches
had 24-hour access and were
closed for the night when the fires
broke out.

High school football playofts

By The Associated Press
CLASS 4A

Girard 21, Eudora 14

Paola 28, Holton 12

Andale 49, Rose Hill 14
Ulysses 54, Andover Central 7
CLASS 3A

Silver Lake 20, Burlington 14
Sabetha 35, Frontenac 15
Hillsboro 32, Sacred Heart 21
Garden Plain 28 Scott City 14

CLASS 2-1A

Olpe 31, Lyndon 10

St. Marys 22, Colgan 15

Smith Center 46, LaCrosse 0
St. Francis 32, Ellis 14
EIGHT-MANI

Waverly 46, Madison 24
Jetmore 46, Macksville 44, OT
EIGHT-MAN II

Hope 38, Sylvan 32

Victoria 64, Sharon Springs 20

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory call Joe, Crystal
or Jasmine today at 462-3963.

Now Open:

Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

"Go the Extra Mile"

4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.
4:00 - 9:00 Fri- Sat.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

1100 W. 4th, Colby

- 785-462-9977
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David L. Browne Il
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

% Check out
i = our low rates.

g Call today for your free, no-obligation quote.

/3

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA.
*Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
2% CARE
- ° The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
 Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
Licensed - Bonded - Insured

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby, KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

.

NOW
oPEN!

Come see uS
at our new
Jocation!

1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

has been servin
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AWS INSURANCE

(727

Thomas County Insurance

NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin - 462-3939 Serving Your Insurance Needs

9

Yesterday,
Today, and
(=) Tomorrow
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Hours:

930 S. Range
\Colby, Kansas 67701

v EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50;
Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)

Chuck Saddler
* Tree Removal & Trimming -

1114 Main, Gem {?35} 452.-35U“-|

B s -

Tracey Galli
Full Insured - Careful & Prompt

Service - Late Model Bucket Truck -« Free Estimates!

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
e Faucets * Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service

NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

Colby
Sew & Vac

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration
System *Made in Germany!
*Lifetime waranty on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

pure 7SN
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N

Durable,
Versatile,
and Powerful.

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - CruistisALT:Jurs - Groups - Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
S > a o

Murray Roofing & Construction

X \\ n 1.1‘ L
v % e f'
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 BCY &8 CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 > a g S QUOTES AND OTHER ADS! Residential & Commercial
Fax: 785-460-0852 = NS WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU Residential roofs (785) 462-6908 Vinyl & Steel Siding
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 A ,’ ‘c\"t WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!! Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs Decks & Patios
o> N
: n”v‘l«‘ . Metal Retro-Fit Wood & Vinyl Fencing
VACATION SPECIALS o Vonigns IR{lVLale Mgl MICVL] Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions Soffit & Fascia
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel i $250 4: BOOK HOLIDAY
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel i~ $505 3 H 1
MEXICO TS B ot | $800 1 3 TRAVEL NOW! Free EsTIMATES Free EsTimATES
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air  $1,050 | 5! -
ALASKAN CRUISE I YYREINT R Al Call for Bus Tours Schedules. . ]
HAWAI Air & Hotel §740 Iy specials may be for spocifc dates Jeff Dreiling - Sales Jim Murray - Owner
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3!
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA 5359 (Maxd5  and are subject to availabilty (785) 443-0819 (785) 443-1339
Per Adu

: vi ‘r Interum D.O.N.’s,

NOW OPEN!

HEALTHY HEARTS
NURSING SERVICES LLC

Administrator: Larry L. Booth
Supervisor: Brenda Fehrenbach RN
Administrative Assistant: Dawnelle Umberger AIT
Providing: Pediatric Nursing, Private Nursing,
Nursing Consultant, Administrator Consultant,

RN’s, LPN’s, CMA’s, and CNA’s.

B Healthy
1st & 3rd Friday of Every Month

P
In office ~ $10.00 House Calls ~ $15.00
CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS!

Hearts Foot Clinic

8 am - 5 pm

330 Lake St -
healthyheartsnursing@yahoo.com

Colby, KS - 785-462-2408

_ (Quality Inn)

1950 S. Range, Colby ~ Soan

785-462-3933 =)

Monday - American Buffet
Tuesday - Taco Tuesday $1.00 ea.
Wednesday - American Buffet

Thursday - A

merican Buffet

Friday - Fajita Friday Buffet

Saturday

- No Buffet

Sunday - American Buffet

NEVER OVER $7! CHILDREN UNDER 6: $3.50
Monday - Saturday: 11-2 & 5-10; Sunday: 11-2




