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Crossword

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Blondie • Chic Young

Cryptoquip

Family Circus • Bill Keane

  A Stitch in Time Saves Nine
There are many deals where declarer tries to shape

his play so that a particular defender cannot gain the
lead at a critical time. For ex ample, take this case
where West leads a spade against three notrump.

When the deal occurred, South won the spade
with the king and, since he couldn’t make nine tricks
without attacking diamonds, next led a diamond
toward dummy. West’s queen was covered by the
king and ace, whereupon East re turned the jack of
hearts.

Declarer was now a dead duck regardless of what
he did. In practice, he finessed the queen, losing to
West’s king, and won the next heart with the ace. A
diamond was then conceded to the jack, and East
cashed three more hearts to score a two-trick set.

  South’s undoing came at trick two, when he cov-
ered West’s queen of diamonds with the king. After
the queen appeared, South should have re cognized
that he could guarantee the contract by playing low
from dummy!

If West had the Q-J doubleton, East would have
to win the queen with the ace, establishing dummy’s
remaining diamonds. If West had the A-Q double-
ton, the queen would win, but West could not then
effectively attack hearts from his side. This would
be equally true if West had the A-Q-J.

Finally, if West had the singleton queen, as in the
actual case, no harm could come from playing low,
but the contract might be lost by playing dummy’s
king, since this would al low East to take the ace and
return a heart before the diamonds were established.
Thus, every threat could be defused by withhold-
ing the king, rendering the defense helpless. Note
that East could not afford to over take the queen with
the ace, as this would establish the diamonds.

While it’s true that the recommended play would
lose a trick if West had the A-Q doubleton, this is of
no import. As always, the object is to make the con-
tract, and declarer should take whatever steps are
necessary to achieve that goal.

Let’s Not Get Rambunctious
 It might seem that declarer must go down one at

three spades doubled, losing three diamonds and two
trump tricks. But the fact is that South made the
contract, and there was nothing the defenders could
do about it after West’s club lead.

Declarer took East’s queen with the ace, cashed
the A-K of hearts and ruffed a heart, establishing
dummy’s two remaining hearts. He then ruffed a
club in dummy and returned the ten of hearts.

It did not matter whether or not East ruffed, be-
cause in either case South would score nine tricks.
In practice, East ruffed low, South discarded a dia-
mond and East-West later scored two diamonds and
the ace of trumps to finish with just four tricks.

Had East discarded a club on the ten of hearts,
South would still have discarded a diamond, forc-
ing West to ruff with the ten of spades. Declarer
would later finesse against East’s queen of spades
and again limit himself to four losers to make three
spades doubled. West could have justified his doubt-
ful double of three spades with the inspired lead of
a low diamond at trick one. Had he made this un-
usual lead, the defense could have scored three dia-
mond tricks at once and two trump tricks later on to
nip the contract by an eyelash.

West’s double was a violation of the general prin-
ciple that you should not double for penalties un-
less you expect to beat the opposing contract at least
two tricks. West had no good reason to expect a two-
trick set after his partner opened the bidding but
passed at his next opportunity, and he should have
subsided peacefully.

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott


