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Bridge

Famous Hand
 This deal occurred in the final of the 1960

World Bridge Olympiad. It received wide men-
tion in bridge circles because of the implicit
drama of the hand and the setting in which it
was played.

South was B. Jay Becker, former editor of this
column.

He and his partner, Norman Kay, represent-
ing the United States, were pitted against an
Italian pair and reached six spades as shown.

West led a diamond, and Becker won the king
with the ace. He entered dummy, led a spade,
finessed the queen and lost to the singleton
king. Becker later lost another trump trick to
East’s ten and went down one.

At the conclusion of the play, and before
knowing the outcome at the other table, every-
one involved agreed that the result was likely
to be duplicated.

It was clearly against the odds for declarer to
cash the ace of spades to try to protect against a
singleton king in the West hand.

 This play would lose the contract if East had
been dealt K-10-x-x.

The proposition is simple if one looks at only
the North-South cards. Omitting those hands
where South’s choice of plays makes no differ-
ence, declarer weighs the possibility of West’s
being dealt the singleton king against those
hands in which he is dealt the singleton 6, 4 or
3. Obviously, a singleton low card will be dealt
to West three times as often as the singleton
king. The odds are therefore 3-to-1 in favor of
finessing the queen.

The deal would not have created much of a
stir except that Eugenio Chiaradia, the Italian
declarer at the other table, was also in six and
made seven! He cashed the spade ace, caught
the king and later finessed against East’s ten.

Afterward, when asked why he had aban-
doned the odds in favor of the ace play, he ex-
plained that West had led a club initially rather
than a diamond.  Fearing a potential club ruff,
he had banged down the ace in order to extract
the opposing trumps as quickly as possible.

 Tomorrow: Reward for good behavior.
  (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 11/20
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