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Returning to pro-evolution standards could take months

By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA (AP) — While Kansas
public schools are likely to get their
fifth set of science standards in eight
years, the officials who want to
ditch the anti-evolution ones now in
place aren’t planning to act imme-
diately.

Two new State Board of Educa-
tion members take office Jan. 8,
ending a conservative GOP major-
ity and giving control to a coalition
of Democrats and moderate Repub-
licans. That makes a return to stan-
dards treating evolution as well-
grounded science — not a flawed
theory — seem inevitable.

But board members and scien-
tists who want to rewrite the stan-
dards also want to take at least sev-
eral months to do it. They hope to
reconvene a panel of educators
whose evolution-friendly work fell
by the wayside last year when the
board’s conservative majority de-
cided to adopt language suggested
by intelligent design supporters.

Those wanting to rewrite the
standards argue that schools either
resisted the anti-evolution ones or
decided to hold off on any course
changes until after this year’s elec-
tions, given the chance that they
would change the board’s member-
ship.

“There’snoreal, compelling rea-
son that they have to be adopted in
January,” said Steve Case, associ-
ate director of the University of
Kansas’ Center for Science Educa-
tion. “I don’t want the board to do
anything in haste in a reactionary
sort of way. They need to do it
right.”

Intelligent design supporters
don’t believe the board can do a
good job of rewriting the standards.
They contend the existing ones
don’t promote their ideas but en-
courage an open classroom discus-
sion of evolution and its flaws.

“We’re fighting entrenched au-
thority, not only within the science
institutions, but within the aca-
demic institutions,” said John
Calvert, a retired Lake Quivira at-

NEW STANDARDS: The
State Board of Education is ex-
pected to rewrite the state’s sci-
ence standards next year because
its majority has changed.

THE CHANGE: Current stan-
dards, adopted last year, treat
evolution as a flawed theory.

New standards are likely to be

Reviewing the debate

evolution-friendly.

NOT IMMEDIATE: Board
members and educators who
want to rewrite the standards
also want to take several months
to do it, to give a writing com-
mittee a chance to review a pro-
posal thathas been floated since
March.

torney who helped found the Intel-
ligent Design Network.

Joining the board in January are
moderate Republicans Sally
Cauble, of Liberal, and Jana Shaver
of Independence. While campaign-
ing, Cauble said evolution had been
well-tested. Shaver said last week
that the board should rely on scien-
tists and educators to write the stan-
dards — an approach likely to lead
to evolution-friendly standards.

Such standards are used to de-
velop tests for students, to measure

how well schools are teaching sci-
ence. While they don’tdictate what
schools teach — those decisions are
left to 296 local school boards —
scientists worry that any tilt toward
intelligent design would encourage
changes in the classroom.
Intelligent design says an intelli-
gent cause is the best way to explain
some features of the universe that
are complex and well-ordered.
Many scientists view it as creation-
ism, repackaged to get around a
1987 U.S. Supreme Court ruling

that prohibited its teaching asa gov-
ernment endorsement of specific
religious doctrines.

Kansas had evolution-friendly
standards in 1999, when a conser-
vative state board majority rewrote
them to delete most references to
the theory. That inspired interna-
tional ridicule — and a voter back-
lash. The board returned to evolu-
tion-friendly standards in February
2001, justa month after amoderate
majority took over.

State law requires periodic re-
views of academic standards, lead-
ing the board to consider changes
lastyear, with aconservative major-
ity back in charge.

Those changes included a defini-
tion of science that doesn’t specifi-
cally limit science to the search for
natural explanations of phenomena.

Also, the new standards said evo-
lutionary theory that all life had a
common origin has been chal-
lenged by fossils and molecular bi-
ology. And, they said, there’s con-
troversy over whether changes over
time in one species canlead to anew

species. Both statements echo intel-
ligent design arguments, defying
mainstream science.

“The sooner the teachers in Kan-
sas get a clear directive of what is
expected of them, the better it will
be for science education,” said
Eugenie Scott, executive director of
the National Center for Science
Education in Oakland, Calif., which
fights efforts to undermine the
teaching of evolution. “Hopefully,
this will not be a really drawn-out
process and it won’t get derailed.”

But John West, a senior fellow at
the Seattle-based Discovery Insti-
tute, which supports intelligent de-
sign research, contends that if the
new board is serious about writing
good standards, it will have hear-
ings and ensure that people with
diverse views, including evolution
critics, have arole.

Ifthe board simply wants to “rub-
ber stamp” the scientific
establishment’s views, he said, “I
don’t know why they’re going to
even go through motions. They
might as well just approve it.”

NEWTON (AP) — When he
was born, doctors predicted alife-
time of disability for Jerry Smith.

But Smith, now 67, has trav-
eled coast to coast three times,
and ridden the roller-coaster
roads of the Canadian Rockies
from Montana into Alaska. Last
fall, he traveled the Lewis and
Clark Trail.

He’s done it all by bicycle.

“Years ago I told Shirley (his
wife) I’d already spent too much
of my life looking out the window
watching the world go by, and
thatI’d never do that again,” said
Smith, whose soft, slow drawl
hints at his Southern boyhood.

He’s speaking of his first 15
years, when his world was often the
sterile confines of a children’s hos-
pital and his only wheels were on
the wheelchairs that carried him
about.

His older brother, Walter, remem-
bers when he and other family
members had to carry Smith around
onvisitshome, even up until he was
almost 14.

Smith’s life story is a trilogy of
the kindness of strangers giving
hope and healing, a grown child
making the most of his second
chance, and his dedication to repay-
ing his debt of gratitude by helping
more children.

Smith wasbornin Savannah, Ga.,
his feet garishly twisted so far in-
ward that doctors gave him no
chance of walking.

He was 9 months old when he was
admitted to a Shriners children’s
hospital in South Carolina. He spent
most of his childhood there.

“It was hard on Momma when his
first stay was about nine months,”
Walter Smith said. “They didn’t
want kids to have visitors at those
hospitals back then. I think they
were afraid the kids would want to
go home.”

Through the years, Jerry Smith
endured eight surgeries and count-
less hours of physical therapy.

Months often passed between fam-
ily visits.

Yet all of his memories are good.

“They took such unbelievable
care of us kids, so much better than
most could have gotten anywhere
else.

“They really loved us,” he said,
looking through the few photos he
has from that time. “They kept tell-
ing me I was going to get better, and
I never had any reason to doubt
them.”

The man who jokingly refers to
himself as “the only man in Kansas
without an accent” drawled a pro-
cession of memories during arecent
interview. He spoke of Christmas

Newton bicyclist hits 200,000 miles for troubled, disabled children

trees and presents, Easter baskets
and games of jacks. By stretcher or
wheelchair, he went to class taught
by Miss Alice. His best friend was
Jesse White, aburn victim who had
more than 70 surgeries and 120
blood transfusions.

In the hospital and out, he did his
best to live the life of a normal boy.

Walter Smith remembers helping
Jerry as they played, carrying him
around or finding a long, slender
stick so he could scratch itches
within his casts. He said his brother
wasn’t above a bit of orneriness.

“He could be a knucklehead at
times,” Walter Smith said. “I re-
member Momma would get mad at

him, and he’d crawl under the
house. She’d worry abouthim not
having lunch, and she’d givein.”

Smith was released from the
Shriners hospital shortly before
his 15th birthday, having slowly
improved from lumbering in
heavy braces to walking with
crutches to eventually walking
unaided.

He hit the rest of his life run-
ning. He joined the Navy at 17 in
1956.

An assignment as a fireman at
an auxiliary naval air strip in
Newton brought him to Kansas,
where he met Shirley. They mar-
ried in 1958.
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Thomas County Insurance
has been serving
NW Kansas for 100 years.

Stop in and experience the friendly
service and excellent insurance
products we have to offer.

490 N. Franklin - 462-3939 Serving Your Insurance Needs
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Come see us
at our new
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1055 Taylor Ave, Colby
785-460-3700

LIFE SUPPORT FOR TECHNOLOGY

www.ntronic.net
info@ntronic.net

David L. Browne llI
550 N Franklin Ave

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Colby
(785) 462-3388

Auto Home Life Annuities College Retirement

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA. Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company’/West Des Moines, IA.
“Companies of Farm Bureau Financial Services © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 419

www.fbfs.com

Now Open:

4:00 - 9:00 Fri
Same great pizza,
calzone, pasta.

"Go the Extra Mile"

4:00 - 8:00, Tues - Thurs.
- Sat.

DINE IN, CARRY OUT OR DELIVERY!!

“You'ne Guuta

1100 W. 4th, Colby -

785-462-9977

New Patients Welcome

FAMILY DENTAL

ES
#24 CARE
- - The Latest Technology and Most
Opgv® Complete Care Available!

* Root Canals - Orthodontics
« Implants - Wisdom Tooth Surgery

No Referral Necessary ~ Financing Avail.

1690 W. 4th St., Colby ~ 785-460-3999
Toll Free: 1-866-305-3999

SHAWN D. JENSEN, D.D.S

& |

AINES-HAF

Hours:

930 S. Range
kCoIby, Kansas 67701

V EPhone: 785-460-0828

M-F: 8-5:50

Sat: 8-4:30

Fax: 785-460-0829
Cell: 785-443-1082)

ROOFMASTERS

Your Local Roofing Contractor
425 East Hill, Colby, KS

Licensed - Bonded -

1-800-536-6642
1-785-462-6642

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL

Tamko Shingles
GAF Shingles
Wood Shingles
Metal Roofs

Insured

COMMERCIAL
Rubber Single Ply
White TPO Single Ply
Built Up Systems
Modified Systems

Elastomeric Rubber Coating For Metal Roofs

Chris & Beth Lewon
650 N Grant Ave
Colby,KS 67701 — We Do Windows

New System
Professional Window Cleaning
785-462-6995

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Free estimates!

.

e Faucets ¢

Your One Stop Remodeling Shop!
e Kitchen Cabinets ¢ Vanities ¢ Sinks
Countertops & Much More
¢ Design & Installation Service
NEW HOURS - M-W-F 10am - 5:30 pm
Saturday Appointments Welcome!
785-460-1100 - Southwind Plaza - Colby, Kansas

Kitchen
& Bath
SHOWROOM

Sales & Service Since 1984

WORLDWIDE - Vacation Packages - Crulses ATuurs Gruups Flights - Hotels - Trains - Cars
1A /‘,‘;.”
155 W. 4th, Colby, KS 67701 T Ty CALL IN OR FAX YOUR INTERNET
Phone: 785.462.6999 R “ o QUOTES AND OTHER ADS!
Fax: 785-460-0852 4w RS WE CAN BOOK THEM FOR YOU
Toll Free: 1.888.690.7077 . | s WITH LOCAL, CARING SERVICE!!
X /? K] (3
vygve?
VACATION SPECIALS (om '#nghts Round Tr|p Travel
LAS VEGAS Air & Hotel | $250 4
DISNEY WORLD  Park Passes, Air & Hotel |~ $505 3 BOOK HOLIDAY
MEXICO Air & Hotel | sssoo Poo3 TRAVEL NOWw!
CARIBBEAN CRUISE Cruise & Air | $1.060 | 5
ALASKAN CRUISE PTRSYVERINTIREY BN Call for Bus Tours Schedules.
HAWAII Air&Hotel | $740 | 3 . -
LONDON, ENGLAND Air&Hotel | $700 | 3 Allspecials may be for specific dates
AMTRAK EXPLORE AMERICA EI s}?g i Max 45! and are subject to availability
Per Adult

To have your ad placed in the
Business Directory call
Joe, Crystal or Jasmine

today at 462-3963.

Chuck Saddler

G S

1114 Main, Gem {?35} 452-35U 1

» Tree Removal & Trimming - Full Insured - Careful & Prompt
Service - Late Model Bucket Truck - Free Estimates!

Tracey Galli

Colby
Sew & Vac

SEBO essential © - Series

*Hospital Grade Hepa Filtration

System *Made in Germany!
'szetzme warmmy on Belts

Sales ¢ Service

Southwind Plaza
785-460-1900

Hours: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Pure
Performance

Durable, h
Versatile,
and Powerful.

Residential roofs

Flat & Low-Sloped Roofs
Metal Retro-Fit

Energy Efficient Roofing Solutions

Free EsTiMmATES

Jeff Dreiling - Sales
(785) 443-0819

Murray Roofing & Construction

Residential & Commercial
(785) 462-6908

Vinyl & Steel Siding
Decks & Patios

Wood & Vinyl Fencing
Soffit & Fascia

Free ESTIMATES

Jim Murray - Owner
(785) 443-1339

NOW OPEN!

HEALTHY HEARTS
NURSING SERVICES LLC

Administrator: Larry L. Booth
Supervisor: Brenda Fehrenbach RN
Administrative Assistant: Dawnelle Umberger AIT

Providing: Pediatric Nursing, Private Nursing,
Nursing Consultant, Administrator Consultant,
Interlm D.O.N.’s, RN’s, LPN’s, CMA’s, and CNA’s.

i Healthy

1st & 3rd Friday of Every Month

In office ~ $10.00 House Calls ~ $15.00
CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS!

Hearts Foot Clinic

8 am - 5 pm

330 Lake St -
healthyheartsnursing@yahoo.com

Colby, KS - 785-462-2408



