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State to hold ferret meeting in Oakley

By Jan Katz Ackerman
Colby Free Press

More talk about putting black-
footed ferrets in Logan County will
highlight a public forum Tuesday at
the 4-H building in Oakley. The 4-
H building is located at 200 Kaler
Ave. in Oakley.

Since July, the Kansas Ecologi-
cal Office of the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service located in
Manhattan has considered a five
year experiment using ferrets tore-
duce the number of prairie dogs in
Logan County.

Mike LeValley, service field su-
pervisor, who in July said Kansas
was at one time a major place of
residence for ferrets, will attend the
forum.

From 1 to 7:30 p.m., LeValley
and other experts in the field of prai-
rie dogs and ferrets will provide in-
formation about the ferret. Among
the informational displays will be a
live black-footed ferret on loan

from the Hutchinson Zoo.

Anyone attending the forum will
be able to ask the experts questions;
however, questions must be pre-
sented in writing. Written questions
can be taken to the meeting or sub-
mitted on prepared forms which
will be made available.

The Wildlife Service will make
available to the public a limited
number of copies of a23-page draft
copy of an environmental assess-
ment outlining its ferret proposal
and its potential effects.

Despite various landowners will-
ing to accept the government’s fer-
ret reintroduction offer, Logan
County Commissioners Doug
Mackley, Nick Scott and Carl
Uhrich at their July 17 meeting
voted against the proposal.

One entity opposing ferrets being
placed in Logan County is the Lo-
gan County Farm Bureau.

Logan County Farm Bureau
President Lynn Kirkham said he
opposes ferret reintroduction into

If ferrets are

introduced into Lo-
gan County it’s likely
landowners won’t be
able to control prai-
rie dogs on their
land.”
Lynn Kirkham,
Presidnt Logan County
Farm Bureau

the county and is encouraging land-
owners to attend the forum.

“If ferrets are introduced into
Logan County it’s likely landown-
ers won’t be able to control prairie
dogs on their land,” Kirkham said.

“We are encouraging landowners to
go to the meeting to see what the
state planis and why Logan County
was picked as an area to do this.”

Kirkham, who owns land in both
Logan and Wallace Counties, also
opposes grass buffers as a way to
control prairie dogs. Logan County
landowners Larry and Betty
Haverfield are supporters of grass
buffers and at the Oct. 13 Logan
County commissioner meeting sub-
mitted a formal plan to use grass
buffer zones versus chemicals to
control prairie dogs. That plan was
unanimously vetoed.

Kirkham said if western Kansas
is declared a habitat for the black-
footed ferret, it could have drastic
effects on our western Kansas
economy, including lowerland val-
ues, decreased crop and livestock
production.

“QGrass buffer zones don’t work,”
Kirkham said. “Prairie dogs don’t
stay in one place and they don’t stay
out of grass.”

HAYS (AP) — Like most stu-
dents at Fort Hays State Univer-
sity, Nola Ochs plans to spend
some time reading and studying
during this week’s fall break.

But she’ll take time out on
Wednesday to celebrate her 95th
birthday.

Ochs is living at Wooster Hall
on campus while pursuing her
general studies degree at the uni-
versity. She has about 15 hours to
take next semester to get her de-
gree.

If she does it, Ochs will be the
Guinness Book of World
Records’ oldest college graduate.

But it will also be the culmina-
tion of a lifetime of learning. She
started at Fort Hays in 1930, when
it was known as Kansas State
Teacher’s College.

Then in the 1970s, in her 60s,
she took classes part time at
Dodge City Community College,

95 years and studying

and eventually St. Mary of the
Plains in Dodge City. She took
some virtual classes earlier at
Fort Hays before deciding to at-
tend classes this semester.

On Friday, the last day before
fall break, her family and fellow
classmates threw her an im-
promptu birthday party during
her Biblical Studies class. Her
son, Alan Ochs, flew in from
Jetmore for the occasion. Her
granddaughter, Alexandra Ochs,
didn’t have to travel as far —
she’s in the same class as her
grandmother.

After the party, Alan Ochs took
his mother home for Thanksgiv-
ing break.

Asked for some words of wis-
dom, Ochs simply said, “I give
thanks to the Lord and try to live
day by day. I try to do whatever
is pleasing to Him. That’s what I
want to do.”
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OAKLEY MERCHANTS

Invite You To “Light Up the Holidays” with the 106th Annual

Fabulous Light Parade
Friday, Nov. 24th ~ 7 p.m.

SHOP OAKLEY FOR THE HOLIDAY'S!

CoLpy - SAM°S STYLING ! NOY THROUGH CHRISTMAS :
FREE Press &

; & MANICURES
 ACOUNIRY. ;
ADVOCATER

N A

SPECIALS ON ALL APPLIANCES

Free Delivery with Mail-In-Rebate on
PurChaseS over $499 Some Exclusions Apply (up to $35)

Wishing you a Safe and Beautiful

Holiday Season!

ENJOY THE LIGHT = v 12 Months, No Interest With
Wishing you a great . PARADE! @“ﬁ ' Payments On All Purchases

Holiday Season,
Enjoy the Fabulous Light Parade!
155 W. 5th
462-3963

Over $399 (W.A.C)
2 Oakley

r/\

20% OFF

(RETAIL PRODUCTS)

1 During Our OPEN HOUSE
DECEMBER 8th & 9¢h

& Colby

785-672- 3217 785-462-2100

! Oakley Implement ! The Flower Garden
- 785-672-3272 ! FREE GIFT WIHT PURCHASE :

iCOME SEE WHAT
WE HAVE FOR
CHRISTMAS!,

3670 US 40
Oakley Kansas

¥ 30% OFF ALl Christmas ITems :
ExTrRA 10% OFF FRIDAY! ]

(some exclusions apply)

204 Center Ave. [] 785-672- 3060

ALL DAY FRIDAY
SPECIALS STOREWIDE

FREE GIFT WITH PURCHASE

Open: Monday through Saturday 9-5:30 Friday 9 - 8:30 :

Come on in for a free gift and refreshments!!!

Flavored Co f f ee & C00k’ es Call us for all your fresh flower needs!!!

COME OUT AND ENJOY THE LIGHT PARADE b ! 200 Center ® 785-672-8877

Refreshments All Day
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THE

100 Center Ave. ® Oakley,
KS 785-672-3251

www.fsboakley.com
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