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Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

SALLY FORTH'S
HOLIDAY CHECKLIST

#5, SIMPLIFY
HOUSE
DECORATIONS.
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THE HALLOWEEN SKELETON LOOKED
GREAT HOLDING A TURKEY —
DRUMSTICK IN NOVEMBER,

IT'S GONNA LOOK
GREAT WEARING
A SANTA HAT |

YOU DO REALIZE
THE NEIGHBORS
ARE STARTING

TO THINK WE'RE

A TAD MORBID,
RIGHT2

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

SALLY FORTH'S
HOLIDAY CHECKLIST

#ob. ALWAYS FIND
TIME TO RELAX...
BY WATCHING MORE
CLASSIC HOLIDAY
CARTOON SPECIALS!
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"FROSTY THE
BUSINESSMAN."

IT'S SORT OF LIKE "FROSTY THE
SNOWMAN," ONLY THERE’S
E' A HEDGE FUND INVOLVED.
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Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne
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Blondie ® Chic Young
YOU HATE ~\(VES... | WANT TO ”“ll”“' THIS ISN'T WHAT
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FIRE WHEN

WWW.MORTWALKER.COM

T SAID, FIRE
WHEN READY//

FOR GOSH SAKES,
LET ME FINISH
MY SANDWICH!
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Cryptoquip
HQ WZW CIJAW Z ASGYVF

RT TFEW ZAW WSNUQ UTZU
TV GIJFWA'U HZYV TVZWR

IN UZSFR 1JU IC SU.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: IF A CHORAL
CONCERT IS WELL UNDER WAY, I GUESS YOU
COULD SAY THATIT'S IN FULL SING.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: W equals D

YFGO AZLGZOG TA VZLLCORGR
SZ VFCOJG C YZBWZQS
BGITLGO, T BGVWZO SFCS'A

C BGSBCTOTOJ ZBRGB.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MY DAD FOUND A
NICKEL SO OLD AND DIRTY THAT HE

COULDN'T MAKE HEADS OR TAILS OUT OFIT,
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals T

Crossword
ACROSS 35 Disperse  DOWN 21°“.. —

1 Answer, in small 1 More finest
“Jeop- droplets than hour”
ardy!”- 37 Canto enough 23 Pedestal
style preceder 2 Bullock- occupants

4 Brooks or 38 Use a Reeves 24 Cacoph-
Blanc teaspoon movie ony

7 Bakery 39 Scullneed 3 Uniform 25 Perfume-
lure 41 Ooze color label word

12 Speedom- slowly 4 Sall 26 Perfor-
eter abbr. 45 Kate’s support mance

13 Do some sitcom pal 5 Pro 28 Elev.
down- 47 Quilters’ 6 Bounds 30 Keatsian
sizing get- 7 Rue opus

14 Tropical together the 31 Tee
tree 48 16-Across’ run preceder
resin mates 8 Baby 32 Likely

15 Shell- 52 Raw rock shad 33 — Lanka
game 53 Song of 9 Make a 36 “J’Accuse”
need yesteryear choice writer

16 Popular 54 Swiss 10 Tumbler's 37 S.0.S
pasta peak surface competitor

18 Albanian 55 Pinch 11 Frazier 40 Soothe
money 56 Tasteless foe 42 Black

19 Reserva- 57 Thither 17 Jazz board?
tion 58 “Of saxophon- 43 Goose-
residence course” ist Stan bump

20 Make a . . . raising
long story Solution time: 25 mins. 44 Incubator
short P noises

22 Queue Ol 45 Sleeping
after Q 21 46 “Stump

23 Notion the

27 Chapeau ‘H Schwab”

29 Heavenly U[N[A network
band : VLV 48 Horde

31 Arts 49 Blueprint
supporter ; G : \g-D addition

34 Treat for [GINTA 2ol 50 Oklahoma
Homer s[TIY[EMML]Y[N NID o[T city
Simpson Yesterday’s answer 12-1 91 Stannum

1 [2 |3 4 |5 |6 7 18 [9o [10 |11

Bridge
You are declarer with the West
hand at Seven Notrump. North leads
the jack of hearts, which you win
with the queen as South follows low.
How would you play the hand?
West East
¢AKQ2 #6543
¥32 YAKQ
¢AKQ3 \ )
dAKQ $65432

k% %
Test Your Play

Ifeither the spades or the clubs are divided 3-2, you
have 13 tricks, so you start by assuming that both suits
are divided unfavorably — that s, 4-1 or 5-0.

The contract cannot be defeated — no matter how
the cards are divided — if you play properly. You might
have to execute a squeeze, but to accomplish it you
must be careful to cash your tricks in the right order.
You start by playing the A-K of spades and A-K of
clubs. When you do, you might discover (1) that one
opponenthasboth of these suits guarded or (2) thateach
opponent has one suit guarded.

In case No. 1, the squeeze is executed by simply
cashing the A-K-Q of diamonds, queen of clubs and
A-K of hearts, ending in dummy. As these cards are
cashed, you discard a diamond from your hand and a
spade and a club from dummy, leaving this position:

West — [S]Q2

East — [S]6;[C] 6

The opponent with both black suits guarded is down
totwo cards also and was forced tounguard one of those
suits when the last heart was cashed. Whether he re-
linquished a club or a spade, that discard was fatal.

Incase No. 2, youcashbothblack queens, followed
by the A-K of hearts to bring about this position:

West — [DJAKQ3

East — [S]6;[D]2;[C] 65

By now the squeeze (called a double squeeze be-
cause both opponents feel the pinch) has already been
effected. The opponent with the spade guard could not
keep more than three diamonds, and the opponent with
the club guard likewise could notkeep more than three
diamonds. The A-K-Q-3 of diamonds therefore win the
last four tricks.

Of course, if either opponent relinquishes his guard
ineither black suit, you would discard the three of dia-
monds on the established club or spade before cash-
ing the A-K-Q of diamonds.

ACROSS 35 Cognizant DOWN 23 Arthur
1 Energy 36 Height of 1 Miles of or North dealer.
4 Deeds fashion? movies Lillie North-South vulnerable.
8 Tourna- 37 In 2 Mideast 24 Aries NORTH
ment Id ti 25 lllustra- SAJ3
rent olden nation llustra vAGOSR7
situations days 3 Amahl’s tions Q0

12 Historic 38 Camp- night 26 Monkey *2S 765
time bell’s visitors suit WEST EAST

13 Perfectly offering 4 Nearby 27 Grazing POB74 PK 10952

14 Wentby 45 “American 5 Might land ': 11<0J683 535 : 11<0~' 64
train . 6 Post- 28 Blow it -» - SK O3

15 Erstwhile 46 Unyielding bath 29 Conk SOUTH
garment 47 Massage applica- out » 6

16 Shake venue tion 31 Montego : 52
in the 48 Tide 7 Ingenue Bay A 671 045
grass? type 8 Pair site The bidding: ) -

17 Plankton 49 Minimal 9 Egg 32 Duos North East South West
compo- change innards 34 Soggy 1 v 1 2 & 2o
nent 50 Journal 10 Advan- 35 Feds 3 & 34 5 % 5e

Pass 5 e 6 9

18 Bear or 51 Remnants tage 36 Lends a Opening lead — four of spades.
tiger, 52 Renders 11 Burn hand
e.g. dumb- somewhat 37 Unes- . .

21 Moreover founded 19 Primary corted A Synthetlc Trump Flnesse

22 O 53 Insepa- 20 Favorable 38 Tarzan’s Maintaining control over trumps is vital in the play
soap rable vote transport  of many suit contracts. This hand required delicate
ingredient Solution time: 27 mins 39 Paradise  treatment by declarer to bring home his slam.

23 Plait outio s * 40 Eggon West led a spade, taken by dummy’s ace. Declarer

26 Ball- M 6 41 Cauldron  then played aclub to the queen, on which West showed
bearing PlAla[H €oNncoc-  out. South realized from the bidding that he would be
item Saials tion unable to ruff his diamonds successfully in dummy, so

27 Started 42 Scandina- ¢ 1eq 4 heart and finessed the queen, hoping to estab-

g? Beie r\ée Als v!?n lish that suit in order to dispose of his diamond losers.

rotrude  Ispln 8] oty The finesse lost to the king, and East returned the

32 Garr or o[A[R E[E[P| 43 Fairy-tale . .

RN STETE . ten of diamonds. South took the ace and, proceeding
Hatcher preposi- .
AlL[L O[R[E . according to plan, played a heart to the ace and ruffed

33 Qty. tion . )

AlL NfILIP aheart. If he had ruffed a diamond first, or taken a sec-

34 Mustache Yo YIEls| 44 Senate . .

- i ond club finesse after crossing to the ace of hearts, he
enhancer Yesterday’s answer 12-2 staffer
would have been defeated.
2 4 5 [6 |7 8 [o [10 [i1

‘When the hearts turned out to be divided 3-3, South

48

50

51

53

ruffed adiamond in dummy. At this point, dummy had
two good hearts, two trumps and the J-3 of spades,
while East had the K-9 of clubs and four spades.

South still had to take a club finesse to pick up East’s
K-9butcouldn’tafford tolead one of dummy’s trumps
todo so. Instead, he led one of dummy’s hearts, which
amounted to taking a trump finesse if East chose to ruff.

East was now faced with a Hobson’s choice. If he
ruffed the heart, declarer would overruff, draw another
round of trumps, then ruff a diamond and discard his
other diamond on the last heart.

If East didn’t ruff the heart, South would discard a
diamond and lead another heart. Whether East ruffed
at this point would again make no difference. East’s
king of clubs was bound to be trapped either on this
trick or the next one.

So South made the slam as a result of his thought-
ful play. By establishing dummy’s hearts, he was able

Family Circus e Bill Keane

to finesse in trumps without actually leading them.
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“After Pinocchio grew up, he became
the head of a puppet government.”
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“Mommy’s makin’ cookies, and
I’'m her insistent.”




