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Bridge

Famous Hand
 This deal occurred in the 1995 World Junior

Bridge Championship, which was won by a six-
member team from Great Britain.

The biennial contest, restricted to players 25
or younger, was held in Bali, Indonesia.

  The deal is from a round-robin qualifying
match between Great Britain and New Zealand,
which ended up losing to the British in the fi-
nal.

The bid ding was the same at both tables, both
Souths opening five diamonds in first seat. The
opening lead — the king of spades, on which
both Easts played the eight — was also the
same, but the defense differed significantly
thereafter.

   When a New Zealand pair held the East-
West cards, West switched to the heart jack at
trick two.

West had worked out from the play to the first
trick that his partner had started with exactly
the A-J-8 of spades, since if East had held the
A-8, he would almost surely have over taken
the king with the ace and returned the eight.
East won the heart jack with the ace, on which
declarer dropped the queen.

  Unfortunately, this left East in the dark as
to how many spades and hearts everyone held,
and he was also uncertain about who had the
heart king.

Ultimately, he tried to cash the ace of spades,
and that was that. South ruffed, drew trumps
and discarded the heart deuce on a high club to
make the contract.

 At the other table, where twin brothers Jus-
tin and Jason Hackett were East-West for Great
Britain, Jason found the winning defense.

Anticipating that his brother would have a
problem as to how to continue after taking the
hoped-for heart ace, Jason laid down the heart
king at trick two and continued with a second
heart to Justin’s ace to defeat the contract.

   Of such stuff are world champions made.

  Tomorrow: Look before you leap.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/04
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