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Holiday happenings

T

ABOVE: Hundreds of people turned out to watch the annual Christmas light parade in down-
town Colby Sunday. Cold weather wasn’t a deterrent to all who came out to see the sights.
BELOW: Heartland Christian School parents and students rode and walked the parade route.
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Meeting notice being questioned

From “ELECTION, page 1

not know who was on the prenot-
ification list for county meetings.

“Surely youor Hirschhad anidea
of someone who was interested,”
Follis said.

Zimmerman suggested a copy of
the meeting prenotification list be
obtained from the county clerk’s
office and it be posted in the com-
mission meeting room.

“Could it be that you commis-
sioners don’t want your buddy-
buddy group broken up?” Follis
asked.

Kennedy said the only thing the
commissioners wanted was a fair
election, and did not care which
candidate won — Schamberger or

Victor Bielser.

Follis said he is concerned about
alleged harassment of one or more
county employees which has
caused threats of quitting. And he
asked about a flyer placed in mail-
boxes of residents in District No. 1
prior to the election which discred-
ited Victor Bielser.

The commissioners did not ad-
dress the alleged harassment, but
Schamberger said he did not autho-
rize the flyer or know about it until
after it was circulated.

“I had nothing to do with it,”
Schamberger said. “I certainly
didn’t like it. I ain’t going to play
that game.”

Kennedy said the commissioners
also did not certify the recount be-

cause they believe Paula Bielser
refused help from ES&S, the voting
machine equipment company, to
determine what went wrong elec-
tion night. Paula Bielser said today
she refused the company’s help
election night because of “exorbi-
tant costs to the county,” butis wait-
ing for ES&S to perform diagnos-
tics on the machine.

Zimmerman agreed with Follis
the turmoil over the general election
is a “bad situation.”

“My personal thinking is that you
acted too quickly and refused ad-
vice, rather than considering the
long term, which will have ramifi-
cations into the election of 2008
concerning county officers,” Follis
said.

Family thinks couple not ready
to be parents; having favorite child

Dear Dr. Brothers: My husband
andI — we are both 19 — love each
other so much and have for a long
time, despite the fact that we’re still
young. We’ve been married eight
months.

Our parents didn’tapprove of our
marriage, and they ’re now trying to
talk me out of starting a family.
They say we’re still children our-
selves. That’s silly.

We’re childlike, and we probably
always will be, but that doesn’t
mean we can’t think straight.

When I was little, I remember I
sometimes wished my parents had
been more childlike; maybe they
could’ve understood my brother
and me more.

I’mpregnant,andI’'mhaving my
baby — period. What should I do
with my parents, and as an outsider,
do you think we’re so wrong? —
T.E.

Dear T.E.: First of all, try to
understand your parents’ view,
even though you might not under-
stand them.

While it’s true that studies
show that couples who marry late
in life usually have more success-
ful marriages — partly because
they’re more mature and more
settled — you may be an excep-
tion.

Youmay also be an exceptionin
that you turn out to be good par-
ents.

Since you haven’t mentioned
whether your husband is work-
ing, whether you or he plans for
further education, or how you’re
going to get along financially,

I assume you’ve thought of all

Dr. Joyce Brothers

this. Being childlike is fun and
sometimes fine, but I’ve also
talked with angry adults who
complain that because their own
parents never seemed to be able
to act grown up or mature, they
were robbed of childhood, and
this isn’t fair.

Having a child who will be to-
tally dependent on you for anum-
ber of years may make you and
your husband realize this.

Dear Dr. Brothers: I have four
children, and I try so hard to be a
good mother and do everything
right, and atdifferent times all of my
children have accused me of favor-
itism.

I guess it hurts and worries me
morebecause I’ ve realized for some
time that I honestly don’tlove all of
them equally, as much as I try to.
Strangely, the one with whom I get
most impatient is the one most like
me.

One is from my previous mar-
riage, and attimes he reminds me of
his father, who simply walked away
and never came back.

Because I can’thelp but remem-
ber this, he’s especially difficult for
me.

I'keep wondering if other parents
ever have thoughtslike this. — C.C.

Dear C.C.: They do, but I think

® Ask Dr. Brothers

thefactthat ALL of your children
have thought you were playing
favorites from time to time is ac-
tually a good sign.

It’s an indication that you
might be doing better than you
think.

Parents are bound to feel closer
to some youngsters than others,
partly because one may be
warmer, or less temperamental,
or have a particular personality
that a parent finds more appeal-
ing.

With many parents, as the chil-
dren change and they themselves
change, there’s often a complete
turnaround in their attachment
or closeness to one or the other.

The important thing for par-
ents is to try to value each child
and accept him or her as a sepa-
rate individual.

And although a parent may ex-
press admiration for one child’s
special talent, that doesn’t mean
he or she shouldn’t also admire
the talents of each of the others.

Although most families have
difficulty finding spare time, try
toarrange to take some time each
week when you see each child
alone. This can help.
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