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Bridge

Famous Hand
This remarkable hand, played many years

ago by Claggett Bowie of Baltimore, features
an extraordinary endplay.

Bowie had bid six hearts fully aware that his
partner was void of spades and that his ace was
therefore of doubtful value. However, he also
thought that his six-heart bid might induce the
opponents to bid six spades.

 The slam seems impossible to make, even if
you see all four hands.

Declarer has a certain trump loser and also
has a loser in both diamonds and clubs. But
Bowie made the contract and, furthermore,
could not be defeated!

  He ruffed the spade queen in dummy and led
a heart to the ace. Then, to set the stage for the
throw-in play he visualized, he played the ace
of spades and trumped it in dummy!

Bowie next led a trump, and after winning
with the queen, West was in the soup.

If he returned a spade, declarer would ruff in
dummy, discard the club five and then estab-
lish an extra club trick in dummy by ruffing the
third round. If West instead returned a club or
a diamond, South would score four tricks in that
suit and simultaneously avoid a loser in the
other suit.

 If, say, West led a low club and East played
the queen, West’s jack could then be trapped.
Or if West led the club jack instead, East’s
queen could be trapped by going up with
dummy’s ace.

The same was true if West shifted to a dia-
mond. All roads thus led to 12 tricks.

Observe that if Bowie had discarded a club
or a diamond from dummy instead of ruffing
the ace of spades at trick three, the slam would
have failed.

After being thrown on lead with the trump,
West would have returned whichever suit
Bowie had discarded from dummy.

The setting trick would then have come from
the other suit.

  Tomorrow: A tactical defensive maneuver.
   (c)2006 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

This is a logic-based
number placement puz-
zle. The goal is to enter
a number, 1-9, in each
cell in which each row,
column and 3x3 region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral. The solution to
today’s Sudoku puzzle
is right.
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Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green

Difficulty Level 12/11
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