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Jeff Friesen,
library link

Pioneer Memorial
Library director

•

VISIT HOXIE!!
Advertising pays!!

Give Joe Hayes a call TODAY!!  462-3963

Hoxie Business Directory

John France M.D. - Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C
 Hoxie Medical Clinic

 Selden Community Clinic

112 N. Kansas ~ Selden, KS

Kaylee Watkins, ARNP-C - OPEN WEDNESDAYS!!

• Hospital • Hoxie Medical Clinic
• Long Term Care Center • Assisted Living

785-386-4380

785-675-3018
826 18th ~ Hoxie, KS

Hoxie Office Supply

820 Main St. ~ Hoxie, KS
785-675-9999 ~ Toll Free: 1-866-478-9999

• Scrapbooking • Computer Supplies • File Cabinets
• Office Chairs • Everyday Office Supplies • Gift Ideas

• Shredders • Ink & Toner Cartridges

We have all this and much more:

Helping Your Office Run S”moo”thly!

Tune into 91.9
www.colbycc.edu

fromInstalled by Ron Lucke

Seamless Rain Gutter
Siding, Soffit, Fascia

FREE estimates
22 colors available

 719-346-8840
cell 719-349-8840 Burlington CO

They’re Here & They’re Up and Running

Along with our Daily Full Service, We NOW can provide
24 Hour Self-Service at our Service Station as well as

at our Cardtrol on Country Club Drive.
Use your Coop Card or Major Credit Card.

The NEW Fuel Pumps at
The Hi-Plains Coop Service Station

470 North Nashville     Phone 462-8671

Southwind Plaza
1145 S. Taylor Ave • Colby, KS

785-460-0199

As the Season is upon us we reflect on those who have helped
shape our business in the past year.  We look forward to

helping you in the year to come with all of your party needs.

“We wish you a Merry Christmas & A New Year
filled with peace & prosperity.”

You’re invited to our

OPEN HOUSE!OPEN HOUSE!

OPEN HOUSE!OPEN HOUSE!

OPEN HOUSE!

December 18, 2006    5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Hot Cider, Cookies, Door Prizes & More!

General Public
Transportation Van
Hours:  8 am to 4 pm
Days:  Monday - Friday

Phone:
460-2901 (8 am-12:30 pm)
443-9208 (12:30 pm - 4 pm)
If possible call for
Reservavtions by 11 am
the previous business
day.  Provided to Colby,
Brewster, Gem, Menlo,
Rexford and a Portion of
Oakley as needed.

“This Project Funded in
Part by the KDOT

Public Transit Program”

New Frontiers Health Services
212 Maple Ave. • Oakley, KS

785-672-3261
Family Practice with OB

Internal Medicine

Ratchnee France, M.D.
Celeste Rains, D.O.
Charles Zerr, M.D.

Ramona McCarty, A.R.N.P.

New extended hours:
Monday and Thursday until 8 p.m.

2nd Saturdays 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

And the winners are ...
Librarians and statistics go to-

gether like Bob Barker and “The
Price is Right.” It would be hard to
imagine one without the other.

As the library looks for the best
ways to serve the community, sta-
tistics provide a valuable guideline
for what services are popular and
what items are trendy. Looking
back over the course of each year, I
am always interested to know
which items the public finds to be
the most popular.

I filtered through our statistics for
the last year to pull up the most
popular items of 2006. (Keep in
mind that books are checked out in
two-week increments whereas vid-
eos are only checked out for three-
day increments)

Naturally, literature is what we do
best. There are however, many sub-
categories of literature with the
most popular being our general
adult fiction titles. The competition
was tough between the 7,372 adult
fiction books on our shelves. There
were three books that ended in a
three-way tie for first with 31
checkouts each: “The 5th Horse-
man” by James Patterson, “At First
Sight” by Nicholas Sparks, and
“Chill Factor” by Sandra Brown.

Other more defined genres of our
literature include westerns (401
titles), science fiction (617 titles),
and mysteries (1067 titles). Unfor-
tunately, Western books appear to
be going through a slump right now.
The most popular Western book for
the year with an underachieving
four checkouts was “The
Daybreakers” by Louis L’Amour.

Science Fiction/Fantasy on the
other hand has experienced a major
upsurge in popularity over the past

few years thanks to the Harry Pot-
ter/Lord of the Rings phenomenon.

The most popular science fiction/
fantasy title of the year with a stel-
lar 22 checkouts was the book “El-
dest” by Christopher Paolini. (El-
dest is the second book in the Inher-
itance Series coming on the heels of
Paolini’s first bestseller Eragon).

Mysteries however, are by far our
most popular genre of books. It
comes as no surprise then, that the
overall best circulating book in the
entire library with 35 total check-
outs for 2006 was “S is for Silence”
by Sue Grafton.

Delving deeper into our statistics,
I searched for the top circulating
children and young adult titles. We
carry a total of 4,834 fiction titles in
our children’s section of books.
Two books tied for the honor in this
category with 30 checkouts each:
“Dinosnores” by Kelly DiPucchio
and “The Deep Blue Sea: A Book of
Colors” by Audrey Wood. Of our
3,087 designated young adult titles,
only one very eye-catching book
held the top honor of most circu-
lated book: “Angus, thongs and
full-frontal snogging: confessions
of Georgia Nicolson” by Louise
Rennison.

Although books are our pride and
joy, movies have proven to be an
increasingly popular service of the

library. A total of 352 DVDs are
currently available in our collec-
tion. Many of those have been
checked out well over 50 times dur-
ing just this year. However, one item
held the title for most popular video
and that honor goes to the movie
“Walk the Line” with a total of 90
checkouts for 2006!

We have many more statistics
that I could share but, due to space
limitations, that will have to wait for
another day. I’ll end with the top
statistic for best circulating cake
pan. We have 93 cake pans available
for checkout with the most popular
for 2006 being the football cake pan
with 10 checkouts.

Statistics are only fun to analyze
when I know they are justifying the
needs of the community. This has
been another great year for the li-
brary, and the staff of Pioneer Me-
morial Library would like to thank
you for making all of this possible!

Pioneer Memorial Library is lo-
cated at 375 West 4th and open
seven days a week. Winter hours are
as follows: Monday through Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. -  8 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. -
5 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.; and
Sunday, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. For more
information contact the Library at
460-4470 or visit our web site at
www.colbylibrary.com. As always,
we are here to serve you.

Breast cancer cases dropping
SAN ANTONIO (AP) — The

millions of women who quit tak-
ing menopause hormones after a
big federal study found that the
pills raised the risk of breast can-
cer now have more reason to be
glad they stopped.

A new analysis reveals that
U.S. breast cancer rates plunged
more than 7 percent in 2003 and
strongly suggests that the reason
is less hormone use.

“It’s a big deal ... amazing, re-
ally,” said one of the researchers,
Dr. Rowan Chlebowski of Har-
bor-UCLA Medical Center in
Los Angeles. “It’s better than a
cure” because these are cases that
never occurred, he said.

About 14,000 fewer women
were diagnosed with the disease
than had been expected, resear-
chers reported Thursday at the
San Antonio Breast Cancer Sym-
posium.

Cancers take years to form, so
going off hormones would not
instantly prevent new tumors.
But tumors that had been devel-
oping might stop growing, shrink
or disappear, so they were no
longer detected by mammo-
grams, doctors theorized.

Cases dropped most among
women 50 and older. The decline
was biggest for tumors whose
growth is fueled by estrogen.

When both factors were com-

bined the drop was 12 percent.
The decline was seen in every

single cancer registry that reports
information to the federal govern-
ment, and no big change occurred
with any other major type of cancer.
These are strong signs that the
breast cancer decline is no statisti-
cal fluke or error.

A separate study by the American
Cancer Society, currently in press
with a medical journal, also docu-
ments the drop in cases.

 Lead author Ahmedin Jemal at-
tributes two-thirds of it to a decline
in hormone use and the rest to mam-
mography use leveling off, result-
ing in fewer tumors being detected.

“We are really trying to look at the
big picture,” he said. “You cannot
rule out the effect of screening.”

Breast cancer is the most com-
mon major cancer in American
women and the second leading
cause of cancer deaths in women.
About 213,000 new cases are ex-
pected to occur in the United States
this year and more than 1 million
worldwide.

Incidence in the United States
rose almost 2 percent per year from
1990 to 1998, then began to slightly
decrease, said Dr. Peter Ravdin of
the University of Texas M.D. An-
derson Cancer Center in Houston,
who led the analysis presented at the
Texas conference.

In July 2002, the federal Wom-

en’s Health Initiative study was
stopped after more breast cancers
and heart problems occurred
among women taking estrogen-
progestin pills.

That led to new warning labels
on the drugs and doctor groups
urging women to use the lowest
dose for the shortest time pos-
sible for hot flashes and other
menopause symptoms.

Within a year, about half of
women who had been taking
hormones stopped. Prescrip-
tions had been steady at around
22 million each quarter, but
plummeted to 12.7 million in the
last quarter of 2003, according to
IMS Health, which tracks drug
sales.

Breast cancer rates declined,
too. In 2002, there were roughly
134 cases per 100,000 women
— a 2.5 percent drop from about
137 the previous year. In 2003,
there were only 124 cases per
100,000 women — about a 7
percent drop over 2002.

That is the most significant
decline in the breast cancer rate
since records have been kept be-
ginning in the 1970s.

Researchers saw an even
stronger trend when they looked
month-to-month.

Cases dropped 6 percent in the
first half of 2003 and 9 percent
in the second half.

Governor, staff adopts Army unit in Iraq
TOPEKA (AP) — Gov. Kathleen

Sebelius and her staff are sending
some holiday cheer to U.S. troops
in Iraq.

The governor’s office is focused
on Bravo Company of the 15th Sus-
tainment Brigade from Fort Hood,
Texas, which has been stationed in
Al-Taji, Iraq, since August. One of
its members is 1st Sgt. Robert E.
Knight Jr., a 1989 graduate of
Washburn Rural High School in

Topeka. Knight’s family sent the
governor’s office his letter that in-
cluded a list of needs by the 60-
member company, including every-
thing from toothpaste to coffee pots,
fruit snacks to bed sheets.

“Every Christmas we try to find
something we can do. This year we
decided to do something for the
troops,” Sebelius spokeswoman
Nicole Corcoran said Thursday.
“When she saw it, she said abso-

lutely, let’s do it.”
A detailed list went out to the

governor’s staff shortly after
Thanksgiving and the items will be
sent to the unit in late December.

“As we gather with our loved
ones in the safety of our homes, we
must remember our soldiers and
their families’ sacrifices,” Sebelius
said in a statement. “This small ges-
ture is but one of the many ways we
can say thank you.”


